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Seen & Heard Seen & Heard 

As the mid-Hudson Valley seeks to address a critical shortage 

of engineers to serve advanced manufacturing needs in the 

region, SUNY New Paltz announces a new bachelor’s degree 

in mechanical engineering. 

Authorized in fall 2014 by the 
New York State Education 
Department, the new major 
capitalizes on the College’s 
long-standing ABET-accredited 
programs in electrical and com-
puter engineering and comple-
ments SUNY New Paltz’s 
rapidly evolving 3D printing 
initiative that supports additive 
manufacturing.

“The College is excited to bring 
mechanical engineering to the 
region,” said SUNY New Paltz 
President Donald P. Chris-
tian. “This program builds on 
our long record of success in 
educating engineers, many of 
whom are employed by local 
companies. It also supports the 
regional economy by helping 
to address the shortage of 
mechanical engineers in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley.”

Dan Freedman, dean of 
the School of Science and 
Engineering and director of 
the Hudson Valley Advanced 

“As the only 

option for 

engineering in 

the region, public 

or private, SUNY 

New Paltz is 

stepping up to fi ll 

the gap leading 

to solid jobs in 

diverse fi elds.”
— Dan Freedman, Dean, School 
of Science & Engineering

Manufacturing Center at SUNY 
New Paltz (HVAMC), said, “The 
objective of this major is to 
produce graduates who are 
well-rounded engineers with 
strong technical skills along 
with the broad knowledge, 
creative problem-solving, and 
communication abilities that 
characterize the SUNY New 
Paltz liberal arts tradition.”

Freedman noted that the 
number of New Paltz 
students majoring in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) fi elds is up 70% in 
the last fi ve years.

Governor awards $10M for new engineering hub
The mechanical engineering program announcement follows the award 
of a $10 million NYSUNY 2020 grant to establish an Engineering Innova-
tion Hub at the College. It supports the new major and the construction 
of a 20,000-square-foot building on campus near Resnick Engineer-
ing Hall. The Hub will house state-of-the-art equipment to support 
the engineering program’s faculty and students as well as the work of 
companies partnering with the College through its 3D printing initiative 
and START-UP NY.

The project promises to generate $75 million in new economic impact, 
create more than 195 full-time jobs, and graduate 300 much-needed 
mechanical engineers over a 10-year period.

What is mechanical 
engineering?
Mechanical engineering is 
the study of motion, energy 
and force. The mechanical 
engineer seeks to control 
these elements by using a 
combination of material, human 
and economic resources to 
develop mechanical solutions 
that help satisfy the needs and 
wants of society.

New Paltz breaks ground 
for new science building

New Paltz launches major in 
mechanical engineering

This undertaking was celebrat-
ed during the groundbreaking 
ceremony held for the new sci-
ence building, a modern, two-
story steel-framed facility of 
approximately 77,000-square- 
foot set for completion in 2017. 
Designed to qualify for Leader-
ship in Energy & Environmental 
Design (LEED) silver certifi ca-
tion from the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council, the new facility will 
house the Geology, Geography, 
Physics and Astronomy, Com-
puter Science, and Mathemat-
ics departments. It will also fea-
ture state-of-the-art research 
labs, lecture halls, and col-
laborative spaces to enhance 
student-faculty interactions 
and provide improved interdis-
ciplinary teaching, according 
to Margie DeBolt, partner at 
Zimmer Gunsel Frasca (ZGF) 
Architects.

SUNY Chancellor Nancy L. 
Zimpher, who was on hand for 
the ceremony, congratulated 
the College on its efforts to 
serve the next generation of 
scientists, mathematicians and 
researchers. 

Zimpher commented on 
the implications for STEM—
science, technology, engineer-
ing, math—and STEAM, which 
includes arts. “We’ve been 
working very hard in many of 
the fi elds to improve healthcare, 
to improve energy effi ciency, to 
stem the leaks in the education 
pipeline and STEM—and I dare 
say STEAM, since this is such 
a critical arts and sciences 
program as well,” Zimpher said. 
“Both contribute to the power 
of SUNY.”

Jared Nelson, mechanical engineering professor (right), works with a 
student to demonstrate a robohand, designed and built with a 3D printer. 

A strong commitment to science education at SUNY New 

Paltz will alter the visual gateway to the College’s 216-acre 

campus. 



4             New Paltz Spring 2015            5

Seen & Heard Seen & Heard 

Reunion 2014:
RelConnect | RelNew | RelUnion

A number of events were held on campus 
and throughout the town of New Paltz for 
alumni who attended Reunion alumni  
weekend, Oct. 17-19, 2014.
 
On campus, alumni, family and friends 
were welcomed back to the College for 
the celebration of annual alumni traditions. 
Provost Philip Mauceri conducted the  
50th-year Lantern Society induction and 
toasted the five-year anniversary 
classes at the Lantern Ceremony & 
All-Anniversaries Dinner.
 
President Donald P. Christian presented 
the Heritage Award to emeritus 
professor Dr. Ronald Knapp (Geography/
Asian Studies) and Tony Bonilla ’87 ’05g, 
director, Educational Opportunity  
Program (EOP), whose devotion to  
the ideals of the College serves as an  
extraordinary example to the entire  
New Paltz community.
 
Other weekend events included campus 
tours, academic activities, a 3D printing  
session, EOP reception, The Dorsky  
Museum exhibitions, a planetarium show,  
local shopping and dining, visits to  
the Mohonk Preserve and Minnewaska  
State Park and a variety of other  
"freestyle" events.

Find more photos, video, and links to social media at www.newpaltz.edu/alumni/reunion/2014.html 

Convocation 
Welcomes New Students

SUNY New Paltz launched a revised 
student-focused, interactive  
Convocation ceremony for the 
incoming class on Aug. 22, 2014. 

During the 28th annual ceremony 
President Donald P. Christian was joined 
by faculty, staff, student leaders and 
athletes, alumni and Foundation board 
directors in welcoming new students to 
the 2014-2015 academic year.
 
The transformed event had been rede-
signed based on feedback from New 
Paltz students, faculty, staff and alumni 
to reaffirm the importance of learning 
and mark the significance of connecting 
new students to the broader SUNY New 
Paltz community.
 
Current student leaders and generations 
of alumni welcomed the incoming class 
as they entered the Athletic & Wellness 
Center, where the event was held, and 
participants were invited to a welcome 
barbeque outside the Center immedi-
ately following the ceremony.

Visit www.newpaltz.edu/fallconvocation for more information
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by Lindsay Lennon '07

Often driven by the search for personal enrichment, students have 

returned from their time abroad with even more—an enhanced 

position as accomplished global citizens. Th eir newfound 

understanding of the world, beyond the usual boundaries, paves 

the path to success both personal and professional. 

 As a result, students fi nd their perspectives greatly changed. 

Some are encouraged to resume traveling around the world, others 

prefer to continue their education well into graduate school, and 

some seek occupations in fi elds they had yet to consider. But all, 

inspired by experience and understanding, transform personal 

growth into a future previously unexpected. 

One of the best ways to experience culture 
is to live it. From learning a new language 
to developing an appreciation for diversity, 
alumni refl ect on how study abroad 
opened doors to look at the world, and 
themselves, in a diff erent way. 

Jaydon Kiernan ’13 (Biology) conducted 
clinical diabetes research while studying 
abroad in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

               of OppA World  of OPP ortunityortunity
Stud y  A b r o a d :

2015 
Heiskell 

Award Winner: 
Study 

Abroad

The Institute of International 
Education (IIE) announced the 
winners of its 2015 Andrew 
Heiskell Awards for Innovation in 
International Education and SUNY 
New Paltz has taken top honors in 
the “Study Abroad” category.

The Heiskell Study Abroad Award 
recognizes innovative programs in 
higher education that make study 
abroad accessible to a broader 
student population.

The College is being recognized for 
achievements of the partnership 
between the Center for International 
Programs (CIP) and the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP), which 
has expanded the participation 
of underrepresented students in 
study abroad by offering advising, 
tutoring services, and study 
abroad information sessions to 
EOP students. 
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C H O O S I N G 
EXP L ORAT I O N
Many students turn their study 
abroad experiences into post-
graduation opportunities to 
revisit the places they traveled 
as students and to explore 
new regions. 

Kelly Case ’14 (Second-
ary Education, English) and 
Deborah Walnicki ’14 (Sociol-
ogy, Human Services), who 
studied abroad extensively as 
undergraduates, have continued 

their international travels after 
graduation. Both were awarded 
Fulbright English Teaching As-
sistantships in Malaysia, where 
they arrived in January to begin 
their 10-month stints.
 Before departing for her 
fi rst trip to Malaysia, Walnicki 
completed three social work 
internships for her human 
services concentration, worked 
in a therapist’s offi  ce, and 
coordinated the Hudson Valley 
chapter of Girls on the Run. 
Walnicki’s experience studying 
for six months in Ecuador as 
an undergraduate helped her to 
refi ne her Spanish, which she 
says has enhanced her human 
services work in the com-
munity. In summer 2014, she 
found herself in Denmark with 
Professor Mette Christensen for 
a two-week international social 
welfare course. From there, 
she visited Scotland, England, 
Germany, the Czech Republic, 
France, and Sweden.
 Case, too, found a deep 
love for travel. At 15, she spent 
time in Spain and Costa Rica 
before graduating high school 
and later went to Iceland “on 
a whim” during her freshman 
year at SUNY New Paltz. She 
studied in Prague her sopho-
more year, but not before stop-
ping in Ireland and Italy on the 
way (and then backpacking for 
a month afterward). She also 
spent a month teaching English 
at a middle school in Kenya in 
summer 2013.
 “I learned so much about 
what I wanted to do while I 
was abroad,” said Case. “Th e 
confi dence I gained studying 
abroad was incredible. I can go 
anywhere now.” 

ABOVE, TOP: 'Circulo de Bellas Artes' in 
Madrid, Spain, Fall 2013. 

ABOVE, BOTTOM: Marianne Kramer ’14 (Biology) 
photographed over Interlaken, Switzerland. 

F I N D I N G  A  N EW PAT H 
For Shrabani Naha ’14 (Psychology), 
study abroad experiences at the Univer-
sity of Dundee in Scotland and Cardiff  
University in Wales changed her under-
graduate pursuits. Naha was a psychobi-
ology major before she went to Scotland. 
“After my experience, I realized I wanted 
to focus on psychology,” she said. “When 
I got to Dundee and I met students from 
all over the world who shared similar 
interests in psychology and global mental 
health, I realized this is exactly what I 
wanted to do.”
 By the time she got to Cardiff , she 
had begun taking classes in philosophy 
and linguistics, and also honed her skills 
as a research assistant. In addition to her 
SUNY New Paltz major in psychology, 
she completed a minor in evolutionary 
studies.
 Naha, who recently returned to the 
United Kingdom to pursue a master’s 
degree in social and cultural psychology 
at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, hopes to focus future 
research eff orts on child traffi  cking and 
women in education.

 Even students in the science and 
technology fi elds, who tend to study 
abroad less frequently than their arts 
and humanities counterparts, can 
fi nd rich opportunities in taking their 
studies overseas. Jaydon Kiernan ’13 
(Biology), a master’s program student 
in public health at the University at 
Buff alo, studied in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo as a SUNY New Paltz 
undergraduate. He conducted clinical 
research focusing on diabetes treatment 
there, and returned in summer 2014 
to continue his research for his master’s 
thesis.
 “Th e value of my experience 
reached further than the research we 
conducted as a team,” said Kiernan. 
“I also had the opportunity to observe 
the families, eating habits, languages, 
and medical systems of a culture vastly 
diff erent from my own. I learned how 
careful observation was necessary to gain 
a better understanding of why and how 
diabetes was highly prevalent in this 
malnourished society. I returned to the 
United States with a clearer idea of how 
I wanted to pursue my career, and I have 
decided to seek further training in medi-
cal anthropology.”

LAND I N G  A  J O B 
Beyond embarking on further 
travel or changing one’s major, 
studying abroad is essential to 
future employment for count-
less students. For many, their 
experience illustrates their com-
mitment to a region, culture, or 
area of study. 
 Such was the case for 
Jeff rey Cifuentes ’13 (Interna-
tional Business/Asian Studies), 
who spent a semester at Kansai 
Gaidai University in Japan. “I 
credit my overseas studies with 
landing my job abroad after 
graduation,” he said. “I worked 
as a retail manager for a year 
but was able to move back 
to Japan in August 2014, to 
secure a position as an English 
instructor, thanks to my study 
abroad there.”

MAK I N G  A  D I F F ER E N C E
As the global community converges, more students than ever are 
choosing to study abroad as part of their educational experience. 
 “Study abroad is increasingly a core part of a liberal arts edu-
cation,” said Bruce Sillner, Dean of the Center for International 
Programs. “An ever-growing number of our students are recognizing 
the centrality of an international experience to the quality of their 
undergraduate education. Th ey realize the importance of being pre-
pared to live and work in the global society of the 21st century.” 
 For Nicola Alexander ’88 (International Relations, French, 
Spanish), who traveled to Bescancon, France, the idea of global citi-
zenship is now a concrete one. 
 “Studying abroad off ers students the opportunity to have a 
deeper understanding of other cultures and ways of looking at 
the world and their place in it,” said Alexander. “In a constantly 
changing world, the ability to adapt and appreciate our diff erences 
is helpful.”  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K

Feature Story 

To view video interviews with Kelly Case ’14 (Secondary 

Education, English) and Shrabani Naha ’14 (Psychology)

about their experiences abroad, visit http://studioabroad.

newpaltz.edu

ABOVE: Brittany Denis ’12 (Psychology) in the Andes 
Mountains, Ecuador, summer 2011.

LEFT: Lisa Laird, Kelsey Roa, Shrabani Naha ’14 
(Psychology), Jamie Pagirsky ’14 (Sociology), at 
Berlin Hauptbahnhof, the main railway station in Berlin, 
Germany, spring 2012.
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In the wake of

University partnership brings graduate students to Israel

disaster

Catastrophic events take many forms, ranging from natural disasters 
to acts of terrorism. The SUNY New Paltz Institute for Disaster Mental 

Health (IDMH) recognizes that advance preparation, early 
intervention, and unique follow-up techniques can assist 

those whose lives are touched by disaster.

by Lindsay Lennon ’07

A crowded country on the southeastern 
shore of the Mediterranean Sea, Israel has 
been engaged in conflict with Palestine for 
decades. 

 Civilians subjected to political disorder in such 
areas of war are at heightened risk for post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) and major depression, along 
with other mental disorders that arise following 
exposure to violent unrest. 
 The importance of understanding mental health 
issues in such disaster areas brought SUNY New 
Paltz graduate students together with their Israeli 
counterparts for a week-long workshop to assist Is-
raelis in crisis counseling and psychological first aid. 
 This unprecedented international partner-
ship began when social work Professor Richard E. 



✪

Beersheba
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Isralowitz of 
Ben-Gurion  
University invited
IDMH Director 
James Halpern and 
graduate students in 
mental health coun-
seling at SUNY New 
Paltz to Beersheba, 
Israel to work along-
side a class of Israeli 
graduate students  
in social work. 
 “The goals are 
for the students to 
learn disaster mental 
health–the theory 
and the practice,” 
said Halpern. “They 
will also gain a very 
unusual multicul-
tural perspective on 
things.”
 The course mirrored training the Institute 
provides graduate students in the disaster mental 
health program at SUNY New Paltz. This led to 
regular invitations for Halpern to teach at Ben-
Gurion.
 At first, “It was a small group of Americans 
working with folks over there,” said Halpern. 
“Then, our host at Ben-Gurion, Richard Isralow-
itz, asked if there was any interest in bringing 
students over there to take the course with their 
students.”

DEVELOPING 
INTEREST

In addition to Israeli 
students and SUNY 
New Paltz graduate 
students, two students 
from New York City 
and one student from 
Italy participated in the 
course in Israel.
 “I knew I wanted to 
take the disaster mental 
health course, but the 
opportunity to do it in 
Israel is a totally new 
cultural experience on 
top of that,” said  
Gillian Hammond ’16 
(Psychology), the cur-
rent graduate assistant 

for IDMH. “I jumped right on it.”
 The course included group excursions to cul-
tural sites like the Holocaust Museum and also to 
sites of communities under duress. Students were 
brought “as close as possible to the communities 
and villages on the Gaza border within safety,” said 
Halpern, where students met with agency heads 
and officials in charge of children, mental health 
and vulnerable populations.
 “All of these towns and areas are regularly hit 
by rockets,” said Halpern. “Most of the population 
spends a fair amount of time in shelters during 
these sirens.”

if a rocket came down. 

Every day, as they drive to work,
they're just thinking about

what they would do, right now,

"

"

BELOW RIGHT: IDMH Director Halpern teaches 
a class with students from SUNY New Paltz and 
Ben-Gurion University. 

BELOW LEFT: IDMH Advisory Board member 
Diane Ryan approaches Masada with 
students from SUNY New Paltz and 
Ben-Gurion University. 

ABOVE: Students and faculty with a reinforced concrete shelter near cattle pens at Kibbutz Saad near the Gaza Strip. Pictured from left to right, Michelle 
Meyerovich, IDMH Director James Halpern, Diane Ryan, Russell Seymour, Gillian Hammond ’16 (Psychology), Robert Owens ’16 (Mental Health Counseling), 
Brenden Garcia ’17 (Mental Health Counseling), Stu Merkin, adjunct faculty member James DeArce ’00g (Sociology), Beth Weinstein, and Mor Yehudai. 
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 Rebecca Rodriguez ’12 ’14g (Psychology, 
Mental Health Counseling) said some of the sto-
ries she heard during her 2014 trip to Israel with 
Halpern were “chilling.” 
 “They share their experiences freely, and 
there’s always something that makes you shocked, 
or just grateful for the security we have here,” 
said Rodriguez. “Every day, as they drive to work, 
they’re just thinking about what they would do, 
right now, if a 
rocket came down. 
Where would they 
go? Would they 
stop the car? Would 
they pull over?”

FUNDING 
THE 
JOURNEY
Two grants from 
the U.S. Agency 
for International 
Development 
(USAID) were the 
direct result of the 
partnerships that 
developed be-
tween the IDMH 
and Ben-Gurion. 
One was used to 
develop a series of 
psychoeducational 
materials to help 
West Bank, Gaza, 
and Israel residents 
cope with traumatic 
experiences. The 
other grant brought 
Halpern and Rodri-
guez to Israel in January 2014 for training in what 
Rodriguez called “psychological first aid” for both 
Israelis and Palestinians.  
 “For them, the need is very immediate, so 
it’s a very satisfying teaching experience, because 
they’re taking it and using it that day,” said Halp-
ern.
 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
signing to formalize the collaborative relation-
ship agreement between SUNY New Paltz and 

Ben-Gurion University was held in a ceremony on 
the SUNY New Paltz campus, in October 2014. 
Isralowitz, who serves as the director of the Re-
gional Alcohol and Drug Abuse Research Center 
at Ben-Gurion University, traveled from Israel to 
attend the ceremony.
 At the signing, SUNY New Paltz President 
Donald P. Christian said, “This MOU allows 
our students and faculty to participate with their 

counterparts in a 
unique, rich, and 
culturally diverse 
experience. I hope 
both universities 
can learn from 
each other.”
 Almost all 
costs of the part-
nership, excluding 
student airfare, 
but including 
meals, guides, 
transportation, 
and lodging, are 
supported by 
private gifts. In an 
effort to continue 
the SUNY New 
Paltz-Ben-Gurion 
partnership, 
IDMH aims to 
raise $70,000 
to support the 
program for three 
more years. 
 Halpern 
hopes that this 
partnership will 
be a lasting one, 
and that it might 

be the start of more international coursework of-
ferings for students in the future.
 “The world is in a lot of trouble, in a lot of 
disasters, in a lot of places,” said Halpern. “We’ve 
talked about having an international component, 
and students being able to get some experi-
ence and education as it relates to international 
humanitarian issues. That’s something we’ve been 
talking about, but it’s Ben-Gurion University that 
opened the doors for us.”  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K

Old City in Jerusalem. Photographed by Gillian Hammond ’16. 

New Paltz Relationships

Tony Bonilla's 
relationship to 
SUNY New 

Paltz permeates nearly 
all aspects of his life. It is 
the place where he met 
his wife, Raquel (Lopez) 
Bonilla ’90 (Elementary 
Education) ’97g (Second 
Language Education), in 
1984. It is the College his 
children, Anthony and 
Nyah, have chosen to 
attend. It is the profes-
sional environment where 
Tony's work has allowed him to touch the lives 
of countless students. And it is the College that 
recognized him in 2014 as an exemplary member 
of the SUNY New Paltz community. 
 “My time at New Paltz has allowed me to  
fulfill my desire to make a difference,” said  
Tony. “Through my work with students I am  
able to serve.”
 Tony has thrived in multiple roles at SUNY 
New Paltz and has had a profound impact on 
his students and his colleagues. As a member of 
the College volleyball coaching staff, Tony has 
fostered relationships with multiple generations  
of student-athletes. He also claims an extended 
family through his many years mentoring  
alumni and current students of the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP). 
 Inspired by his passion for helping students 
from underrepresented and economically  
disadvantaged backgrounds, Tony became an 
advisor for the College’s Educational Opportu-
nity Program in 1990. After supplementing his 

A Family in the Hawks’ Nest
By Zameena Mejia ’15

Family means many things to 
Antonio “Tony” Bonilla ’87 (Spanish) ’05g (Professional Studies) 

when it comes to his SUNY New Paltz ties.

education at New Paltz 
with graduate studies in 
humanistic multicultural 
education, Tony now 
serves as the EOP direc-
tor, where he advises and 
mentors students in the 
program. On his office 
walls, photos of his many 
successful students share 
space with pictures of his 
own children.
 Tony’s current work 
with the EOP and long-
standing involvement  

with numerous student athletes make him a  
valuable asset to the College community. His  
immeasurable contributions were recognized  
during Reunion alumni weekend in Oct. 2014, 
when he received the Heritage Award. The  
award recognizes dedicated alumni and faculty 
who serve as extraordinary examples to the  
New Paltz community.

Building a legacy 
But Tony’s professional family is not the only  
one with strong ties to New Paltz. A chance 
meeting at a college volleyball practice became 
the foundation for a life spent together for Tony 
and his wife. Raquel and Tony quickly discovered 
they had much in common. Both were student-
athletes, and each immigrated to New York State 
with their families — Tony from the Dominican 
Republic and Raquel from Puerto Rico. 
 Tony completed his undergraduate course of 
study with a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and a 
minor in coaching. Shortly thereafter he was hired 

Tony Bonilla ’87 ’05g with wife Raquel Bonilla ’90 ’97g 
and son Antonio, a first-year student at SUNY New Paltz, 
were photographed during 2014 Alumni Reunion Weekend. 
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“This area is perfect. 
It has everything I need 
as an individual and a 
professional. My alma 

mater gave me an 
education and a lifestyle 
and I feel very blessed.”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Tony Bonilla stands for a portrait in his office 
where he is surrounded by mementos and tokens of appreciation from 
students gathered over his many years at the College; Tony celebrates 
with the 1993-1994 women’s volleyball team; Anthony, Nyah, Raquel 
and Tony Bonilla stand for a portrait; Tony plays volleyball in 1985; Tony 
on his graduation day in May 2005 when he received his master’s degree 
in professional studies from SUNY New Paltz.

Alumni Profile

He assists in developing alumni programs, 
drawing on his understanding of the culture and 
diversity of the campus, knowledge of campus 
operations, strong ties to current students and 
recent alumni, and proven track record of pro-
gramming accomplishments.
 “Reunion was a great experience, and I 
look forward to connecting with alumni at the 
regional events I help organize and staff,” said 
Posada.
 At SUNY New Paltz, Posada majored 
in Spanish in the Department of Languages, 
Literatures, and Cultures. He also had minors 
in Latin American and Caribbean studies and 
black studies.
 Since joining the alumni office in Au-
gust 2014, Posada has drawn on his previous 
experience planning and coordinating events for 
students and parents to build community and 
foster engagement. He worked for three years 
as a campus resident assistant and a summer 
administrative program associate for Orienta-
tion operations. His activities included serving 
as an Educational Opportunity Program peer 
mentor, mission team member for Catholic 
Campus Ministry to the Dominican Republic 
Jarabacoba, co-founder of the club soccer team, 
Student Association student senator, member of 
the Student Association budget finance com-
mittee, president of the Latin American Student 
Union, and president of Latino Week.
 After graduation, Posada worked as a busi-
ness development representative for a credit 
union, responsible for customer service and 
sales. In March 2013, he started working at 
Dutchess Community College in Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., first as an assistant resident director and 

Steven Posada ’12 (Spanish) transferred his 
undergraduate leadership experiences to serve 
his fellow alumni as the College’s 
new alumni relations officer. most recently as assistant director of resi-

dence life. These positions required him to 
think on his feet to respond to changing and 
challenging circumstances, develop creative 
solutions, and handle sensitive and personal 
matters to meet diverse needs.
 Posada has experience working with a 
variety of higher education constituents, as 
well as selecting, training, and supervising 
staff and ensuring the smooth operation of 
various programming initiatives. He is cur-
rently pursuing graduate studies in higher 
education administration from Stony Brook 
University.
 “As an alumnus, it is an honor to work 
for my alma mater,” said Posada. “I look 
forward to interacting with others who share 
my SUNY New Paltz pride and helping 
relight the flame for those who have lost 
their connection.”

“I look
forward to
interacting 
with others 
who share 
my SUNY 
New Paltz 
pride.”

Former student leader 
serves alumni in his new role

to coach volleyball at the College. He has worked 
with both the men’s and women’s teams in the 
more than 25 years since.  His new responsibili-
ties at the College have not kept him from the 
sport; Tony continues as an assistant coach for the 
men’s team.
 Raquel completed her bachelor’s degree in 
education and later added a master’s in bilingual 
education. She has worked as an elementary 
school teacher for many years. Her passion for 
helping young people is a value shared with her 
husband.
 

Inspired by their parents' relationship and 
contributions to the College, Anthony and Nyah 
are following in their parents’ footsteps. Both are 
current students at New Paltz and chasing their 
own volleyball pursuits.
 “New Paltz was the best option for everything 
that I wanted,” said Anthony, a first-year math 
and physics major. “It has a good volleyball team 
and it was the much better option financially.” 
 Nyah, a third-year transfer student, majors in 
organizational communication and plays on the 
women’s volleyball team. She said New Paltz was 
“the clear answer” when she decided she would 
transfer from her original college. “I liked the idea 
that I would get to experience the same college 
life my parents did,” Nyah said. “I am continuing 
my life as a proud student-athlete like my parents 
before me.”
 Tony said his kids grew up knowing how im-
portant a role the College has played in his life. 
 “This area is perfect. It has everything I need as 
an individual and a professional,” Tony said. “My 
alma mater gave me an education and a lifestyle, 
and I feel very blessed.” 
 He continually aspires to pass that blessing on 
to all those he considers family, in all the places 
his life and work take him.
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Alumni Profi le 

Joshua Simons ’08 (Political
Science) found close faculty 
relationships and a prosperous 
career at SUNY New Paltz.

After touring the East Coast playing 
trombone, living in Florida, and tak-
ing classes at diff erent colleges, he was 
attracted to SUNY New Paltz because of 
its location and cost. However, he stayed 
for the support and encouragement he 
received from faculty.
 “I had professors like Jerry Benjamin 
(Political Science) and Nancy Kassop 
(Political Science), who saw something in 
me that was worth developing and took a 
personal interest in my academic develop-
ment,” said Simons.
 One experience that stood out for 
Simons as a student was being invited to 
travel with Kassop to Washington, D.C., 
to hear oral arguments in the U.S. Su-
preme Court for Boumediene v. Bush, a 

landmark case that found that imprisoned enemy 
combatants had a constitutional right to habeas 
corpus.
 During his senior seminar, also with Kas-
sop, he tracked down former U.S. Vice President 
Walter Mondale to interview him about his time 
in offi  ce for a paper evaluating Dick Cheney’s 
vice presidency. A “capable researcher” even back 
then, Simons said the class was encouraged to 
conduct primary research for projects, which led 
to him fi nding Mondale’s email address through a 
Minneapolis law fi rm where Mondale was a silent 
partner.
 Kassop eventually encouraged Simons to con-
duct an independent study and then to present his 
research at the western conference of the American 
Political Science Association.
 As a student, Simons also worked as Ben-
jamin’s assistant at the Center for Research, 
Regional Engagement, and Outreach (CRREO) 
in summer and fall 2008. After graduating in 
December 2008, Simons was hired by CRREO 
full time in July 2009.
 Now, as a senior research associate at 
CRREO, Simons frequently draws on the skills he 
acquired as an undergraduate. A cartography class 
with Professor Jo Mano (Geography), where he 
learned geographic information system (GIS), has 
particularly come in handy for Simons, as he fre-
quently utilizes GIS mapping software to conduct 
analytic research and produce reports for county 
and municipal planning boards.
 Having his undergraduate work and research 
recognized as something “of value” and not “some-
thing I could do someday down the road,” said 
Simons, is what distinguished his experience at 
New Paltz from other colleges.
 “It was the diff erence between going to a 
blues jam and going to a concert,” said Simons. 
“At New Paltz, it was more like a blues jam, 
where the artists were phenomenal, but I was 
encouraged to come up on stage and work on 
my chops, as well.”

To view some of Simons’ work, go to:

l  www.newpaltz.edu/crreo/congress
l  www.newpaltz.edu/museum/exhibitions/ 
 polich_map.html

Undergraduate research 
opportunities at New 
Paltz shaped alum's 
future

It is a pleasure to share with you this 
annual report of the SUNY New Paltz 
Foundation, which covers the fi scal year 
that began on July 1, 2013, and ended on 
June 30, 2014. 
 Th is report provides a snapshot of the 
private support the College receives through 
gifts to the foundation 
from its alumni, parents, 
students, organizations, 
friends and community 
members. As you will read 
in the following pages, 
private support makes 
countless opportunities 
possible for our students, 
and we have you to thank.
 When it comes to invest-
ing in our students, no gift 
is too small, and support 
can take many forms. Even 
the gift of your time can 
have a signifi cant impact on our students. 
Many individuals serve as volunteers on 
various school and departmental advisory 
boards, where their time, advice, student 
mentorship and fi nancial support merit 
ample appreciation. To that end, we were 
thrilled to appoint 15 representatives to our 
new Alumni Advisory Council last year, a 
group committed to better engaging our 
64,000 alumni as part of the College’s strate-
gic plan, and welcomed three new members 
to the SUNY New Paltz Foundation board.  

SUNY New Paltz Foundation
Annual Report
2013–2014 

 Yet even as we look back to refl ect on the 
year that has passed, I urge you to turn your 
attention to the future. We have launched 
an ambitious three-year fundraising plan 
that seeks to raise $10 million, including 
$5 million for Foundation scholarships; 
$2 million for student scholarly research 

and creative projects; 
$1 million to help the 
Center for Research, 
Regional Engagement 
and Outreach (CRREO) 
advance the public interest 
of New York citizens; and 
$2 million for the Fund 
for New Paltz, which last 
year raised $391,591.
    Your investment in 
our students has a yield 
measured in transfor-
mation and a timeline 
measured in generations. 

Th ere is virtually no area on campus 
that doesn’t benefi t from your generosity. 
We are deeply grateful for your support. 
Th ank you.

Erica Marks
Executive Director 
SUNY New Paltz Foundation

Erica Marks
Executive Director 

Th e SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report
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Alumni
Advisory
Council
formed
Th e College’s new Alumni 
Advisory Council welcomed 15 
alumni representatives. Th ese 
alumni, along with two student 
representatives and three 
administrators, are charged 
with assisting the College in 
better engaging its graduates. 
Th ey will play a vital role in the 
success of alumni relations at 
New Paltz this year, and in the 
future. 
 Alumni representatives are 
Felix Chevalier ’93, Shana 
(Bender) Circe ’02 ’08g, 
Robin Cohen-La Valle ’77 
’82g, Candice Dixon ’73, 
Alan Dunefsky ’69 ’91g, 
Amanda Gresens Rogers ’08, 
Pascal Guirma ’85, John 
Hoeschele ’86, Onika Jervis 
’93 ’05g, Keith Kenney ’99 
’10g, B. Desmond Murray
’82, Robert Th orn ’66 ’70g, 
Chanel Ward ’10g, Anthony 
T. Winn ’92, and Christopher 
Wright ’01.
 Th is year’s student represen-
tatives are Oladoyin Olanre-
waju ’15 and Brian Spina ’15, 
and administrative members 
are Director of Alumni 
Relations Brenda Dow, Vice 
President for Development and 
Alumni Relations Erica Marks, 
and Vice President for Enroll-
ment Management L. David 
Eaton, former chair of the ad 
hoc alumni task force. 

Scholarships support many

Philanthropic contributions 
provide students with much-
needed support in fi nancing 
their education. Scholar-
ships allow donors to directly 
impact the lives of New Paltz 
students, opening doors in 
immeasurable ways.
 Erica Yu, a junior double 
major in elementary education 
and classical violin performance, 
has received numerous scholar-
ships to support her New Paltz 
education. In an eff ort to say 
thank you, Yu, along with other 
Foundation scholarship winners, 
gathered last fall to share their 
stories and thank donors for 
their support.

 In her sincere letter to Gary 
and Janaki Patrik, Yu referenced 
both her passion to learn and 
one day, to educate.  
 “I have high hopes of becom-
ing an eff ective and infl uential 
music teacher and musician,” 
wrote Yu. “By awarding me 
with the Gary and Janaki Patrik 
Music Scholarship, I am able 
to concentrate on my college 
education.” 
 Th anks to donations, New 
Paltz now has more than 109 
endowed scholarships (with 
$275,645 from annual and 
endowed funds yielding 
scholarships for 194 students 
at an average of $1,421 per 

Volunteer Profi le

Mary Etta Schneider elected Treasurer of 
Foundation Board

An accomplished graduate of 
the SUNY system, and a suc-
cessful leader in the banking 
industry for decades, Mary 
Etta Schneider was elected 
to her third one-year term as 
Treasurer of the SUNY New 
Paltz Foundation and Chair 
of the SUNY New Paltz Foun-
dation's Finance and Invest-
ment Committee in 2014. 
 She joined the Foundation 
board in 2011 and hopes to 
expand upon the collabora-
tion between SUNY New Paltz 
and Historic Huguenot Street, 
where she serves as Board chair 
and president. Schneider’s role 
as a leader in overseeing the 

Foundation’s investments has 
had a signifi cant impact, with a 
16.1%, net endowment return 
in fi scal year 2014. 
 “Th e partnership between 
SUNY New Paltz and Hugue-
not Street has grown to be very 
strong over the past few years,” 
said Schneider. “We have 
interns every semester from 
a wide range of departments, 
including history, political 
science, international relations, 
theater, communications and 
marketing, media production, 
and archaeology.”
 A long history of success 
in the fi nancial arena makes 
Schneider an optimal match 
for the Foundation. A leader in 
the banking industry for close 
to 30 years, she played a major 
role on successive CEO teams 
for BankBoston, FleetBoston 
Financial and Bank of America 
(1987-2004), serving in critical 
leadership positions through 
each of the respective mergers. 
In her last banking position, 
Schneider was head of Bank of 
America’s $4.5 billion global 
corporate banking division. 
Prior to this role, she headed 
several strategic businesses 
at FleetBoston Financial and 
BankBoston, including invest-
ment banking, capital markets, 

corporate banking, and loan 
syndications. 
 Schneider now is a commit-
ted adviser and fundraiser for 
major nonprofi t organizations 
benefi ting education, history, 
the arts and other charitable 
causes. Schneider maintains 
the interwoven goals of SUNY 
New Paltz and Huguenot 
Street promise a long-lasting 
relationship. 
 “Having the College and a 
National Historic Landmark of 
the caliber of Historic Hu-
guenot Street is a tremendous 
benefi t to both institutions,” 
she said. “In fact, Huguenot 
Street is chartered by the State 
University of New York – with 
a mission to educate the public, 
in addition to preserving the 
historic buildings, archives and 
artifacts entrusted to our care.”
Schneider won international 
and Dow Jones-sponsored 
awards in economics while 
graduating cum laude with a 
B.A. in mathematics and eco-
nomics from the State Univer-
sity of New York at Oswego.  
 She lives in High Falls, N.Y., 
and is descended from several 
of the Huguenot founders of 
New Paltz. 

Th e SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report Th e SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report
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James H. Ottaway Sr. 
Endowed Professorship
Sonia Shah, an award-win-
ning journalist who covers 
science and international 
human rights issues, served as 
the 2014 James H. Ottaway 
Sr. Visiting Professor of Jour-
nalism and taught the course 
“Science, Environment, and 
Disease: New Approaches to 
Science Journalism.” 
 As part of Shah’s course, stu-
dents developed and launched 
an educational website called 
“Tick Talk,” an investigative 
project on the politics, history, 
and cultural impact of Lyme 
disease. The tick-borne illness 
has become an epidemic in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley region, 
and Shah chose to investigate 
the subject with her students 
because of its local relevance.
 Past Ottaway professors 
include National Public 
Radio Foreign Correspondent 
Deborah Amos; The New York 
Times investigative reporter 
Andrew Lehren; award-winning 
broadcast journalist and media 
consultant John Larson; Ann 
Cooper, a former public radio 
reporter who headed the Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists; 
Byron E. Calame, a longtime 
Wall Street Journal editor and 
reporter who has served as The 
New York Times’ public editor; 
Roger Kahn, the author of 20 

books and one of America’s fore-
most sports journalists; Trudy 
Lieberman, one of America’s 
best consumer reporters; Pulitzer 
Prize-winning feature photog-
rapher Renee C. Byer; Pulitzer 
Prize-winning New York Times 
reporter John Darnton; Bernard 
L. Stein, editor of The River-
dale Press and a Pulitzer Prize-
winning editorial writer; Martin 
Gottlieb, the global edition edi-
tor of The New York Times; and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning investiga-
tive journalist Sydney Schanberg.

Samuel Dorsky
Museum of Art

A shining example of the pow-
er of philanthropy, The Samuel 
Dorsky Museum of Art at New 
Paltz enhances the cultural life 
of the College and the broader 
community, largely through 
generous private donations. 
 The Dorsky family remains 
committed to not only the 
Museum, named in memory 

of Samuel Dorsky, but to the 
College as well. Noah Dorsky 
and his sister Karen Dorsky cur-
rently serve on the Foundation 

Board, as well as The Dorsky 
Advisory Board. Their brother, 
David Dorsky, also serves on 
The Dorsky Advisory Board and 
previously served as a Founda-
tion director. All have functioned 
on search committees including 
those for president, provost, 
vice-president of development, 
museum director, and museum 

curator. They support a variety 
of College activities includ-
ing the Distinguished Speaker 
Series, Art Uncorked, and the 
Fund for New Paltz. 
 Karen, David, and Noah 
Dorsky, along with their sister 
Sara Bedrick, were founding 
contributors to the formation 
of The Dorsky and have since 
created several endowments – 
including the Neil C. Trager 
Directorship currently held by 
Sara Pasti – to help nurture its 
long-term viability while also 
supporting its annual exhibi-
tions and related programming.
 According to Pasti, funds 
obtained by the Advisory Board 
and others support a plethora 
of museum initiatives. Exam-
ples include aiding in conserva-
tion, exhibitions, gallery talks, 
panel discussions, symposia, 
film screenings and First Sun-
day Free Gallery Tours.

Private gifts support 
significant activities

student per year). Since the fu-
ture success of many New Paltz 
graduates is directly tethered 
to the reality of student loan 

debt, helping students realize 
their full potential frees them to 
follow their dreams and ensures 
they will one day reach both 
their professional and personal 
objectives. 
 For students like Yu, the 
impact of such generosity is not 
only long lasting, but promotes 
a pattern of philanthropy. 
“Your financial generosity has 
allowed me to be one step 
closer to my goal and has 
inspired me to help others by 
giving back to the community,” 
she said. "I hope one day I will 
be able to help other students 
achieve their goal, just as you 
have helped me."

Sojourner
Truth Library

Through a variety of fundrais-
ing activities, the Friends of 
the Sojourner Truth Library 
provide an extra margin of ex-
cellence above and beyond that 
which can be achieved through 
conventional institutional 
funding. Since its inception, 
the Friends have contributed 
more than $350,000, which 
enables the Library to enrich its 
collection of books and other 
materials essential to learning 
and inquiry.
 A large collection of books, 
reference sets, audio and video 

recordings, musical scores, 
and electronic information 
media have been purchased 
through the generosity of 
Friends members. The Friends 
group also supports the annual 
Dennis O’Keefe Memorial 
Lecture, established in 2007 to 
honor Dennis O’Keefe ’73, 
a long-time staff member of 
the Sojourner Truth Library. 

The annual lecture celebrates 
O’Keefe’s wide range of  
interests and contributions,  
and has featured speakers  
such as former President  
Steven G. Poskanzer;  
James H. Ottaway Jr.;  
Paul Huth ’72 ’79g (Biology); 
art history Professor Reva  
Wolf; journalist Ray Sokolov 
and others.

The SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report The SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report

“Your financial generosity 
has allowed me to be one 
step closer to my goal and 
has inspired me to help 
others by giving back to 
the community.”
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Engineering

Established in 1995 by Louis 
and Mildred Resnick, primarily 
to support the engineering pro-
gram at New Paltz, the Resnick 
Engineering endowment has 
allowed the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering to purchase equipment 
to prototype circuit boards. 
A new course called “Elec-
tronic Design Automation” was 
designed using this equipment 
and provides students with key 
skills in electrical and computer 
engineering. 
    The School of Science and 
Engineering’s 3D printing ini-
tiative has also greatly benefited 
from the generosity of private 
donors. The Hudson Val-
ley Advanced Manufacturing 
Center at SUNY New Paltz was 
launched in May 2013, thanks 
in large part to private financial 
support from Central Hudson 
Gas and Electric Corporation 
(which pledged $250,000 to 
the project) and Hudson River 
Ventures President Sean El-
dridge (who gave $250,000).

Endowments
Everton H. Henriques 
’78 ’83g (Chemistry) 
and his wife Jeannie 
Irvine ’78 (Mathemat-
ics) are strong supporters 
of SUNY New Paltz. 
Together, they have cre-
ated 10 endowments to 
support various scholar-
ships that assist students 
in achieving academic 
success.
 “When we established 
our 10 scholarship funds, 
my wife Jeannie and I 
hoped to inspire others 
to do the same,” said 
Henriques. “Meeting 
with the student recipients of 
these scholarships and listening 
to their accomplishments has 
been more rewarding than we 
ever anticipated.”
 Henriques joined the Board 
of Directors for the SUNY 
New Paltz Foundation in 1999 
and served for a total of 15 
years before stepping down 
in 2014. At the Mid-Hudson 
Valley’s Philanthropy Awards 
Ceremony in 2008, the Asso-
ciation of Fundraising Profes-

Bequests

sionals recognized him with 
the Outstanding Fundraising 
Volunteer Award. 
 Irvine has served as a Re-
union volunteer, and she and 
Henriques are School of Busi-
ness Hall of Fame inductees. 
They’re also a New Paltz family; 
their two children are Everton 
I. Henriques ’10g (Adoles-
cence Education, Chemistry) 
and Jeannie I. Henriques ’08 
(Accounting). 

Iris Stedener, a lifelong Ulster County resident, devoted much of her 
life to supporting education. Upon her passing at age 84, on Novem-
ber 17, 2009, she made a generous provision in her will to support 
scholarships for students attending SUNY New Paltz and Cortland as 
well as Ulster, Orange, and Sullivan community colleges.
 Her estate distributes annual scholarship support for New Paltz 
students with financial need, with preference given to special edu-
caiton majors. Stedener's estate has contributed $40,000 to the Iris 
J. Stedener Memorial Scholarship as of June 30, 2014, providing 
students with funds needed to support their educational goals.

The SUNY New Paltz Foundation 
Sources of Support
July 1, 2013–June 30, 2014
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Parents: $36,905

Corporations and Other Organizations: $262,807

Foundations: $181,236

Alumni: $502,437

Current Students: $130,909

Friends: $266,973

Foundation Board Members: $57,776

Current and Former Faculty and Staff: $20,016

TOTAL: $1,459,059

The SUNY New Paltz Foundation 
Supported Areas

46%
Student 
Financial Aid: 
$675,860

27%
Fund for New 
Paltz (Unrestrict-
ed): $391,59112%

Academic 
Divisions: 
$173,177

6%
Other: 
$88,781

5% Public Service & 
Extension: $71,473

2% Property, Buildings & 
Equipment: $29,346

1% Library:
$19,400

1% Athletics:
$9,431
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Donor Roll
The SUNY New Paltz 
Foundation thanks the 
following individuals and 
organizations for their 
generous support.July 1, 
2013–June 30, 2014.

$25,000+
Bank of America 
 Charitable Gift Fund 
Ms. Alice J. Bartner ’39  
 (dec)
Mr. Tom E. Cetrino ’73
Prof. Vladimir Feltsman
Feltsman Piano 
 Foundation, Ltd
Mr. Robert S. Fite
Gulf Coast Community  
 Foundation
Mrs. Nancy K.B. ’64  
 and Dr. David S.  
 Moore 
Mr. Thomas ’70 and
 Mrs. Judy ’70   
 O'Brien 
SEI Giving Fund
Dr. Giancarlo Traverso
Mr. Wendell Van Lare  
 ’67 (dec) and Mrs.
 Karen S. Van Lare

$10,000-
$24,999
Andrah Foundation
Anonymous
Mr. Leonard A. Boccia  
 ’89
Campus Auxiliary 
 Services, Inc.
Mr. Donald Capoccia
Dobkin Family 
 Foundation
The Dorsky 
 Foundation, Inc.
Mr. David A. Dorsky  
 and Ms. Helaine  
 Posner

Mr. Noah P. Dorsky
Dr. Merton Flemings  
 and Dr. Elizabeth 
 ten Grotenhuis 
Ms. Ruth Knoll
Ms. Barbara N. 
 McFadyen
Mr. Brian ’74 and Mrs.  
 Eileen McShane
Mr. Kenneth D. 
 Pasternak ’77
Pasternak Family 
 Foundation
Mrs. Janaki and Mr.  
 Gary Patrik
Ms. Iris Stedener (dec)
Vanguard Charitable  
 Endowment Program

$5,000-
$9,999
Mrs. Susan ’76 and 
 Mr. Eli Basch
Mrs. Sara and Mr. Joe  
 Bedrick
Mr. Philip M. 
 Berkowitz ’75 and  
 Ms. Mary Ann   
 Quinn
Mrs. Jacqueline ’95 and
 Dr. Lewis Brownstein
Dr. Donald and 
 Mrs. Sandra 
 Christian
Dr. Mary Jane Corry
Mr. Brent J. Cutler ’79
Ms. Karen Dorsky
Fidelity Charitable Gift  
 Fund
Mr. Gary ’77 and 
 Mrs. Karen Gregg
Mr. Everton H. 
 Henriques ’78 ’83g  
 and Ms. Jeannie  
 Irvine ’78 
Mr. Douglas C. James
Mr. Michael T. Keegan
Mr. David Klepacki

Ms. Myra R. Kressner  
 ’76
Mr. Jules and Mrs.  
 Lynn Kroll
M & T Charitable  
 Foundation
Mr. Kenneth William  
 Munoz ’72
Neebo
Ms. Mary A. Paparone
Ms. Theresa R. 
 Paparone
Renaissance Charitable  
 Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Barbara Scherr
Ms. Mary Etta 
 Schneider
Mr. David H. Smith  
 (dec)
Sodexo, Inc.
Mrs. Joan ’59 and 
 Mr. Jan Steber
Wells Fargo Foundation
Ms. Donna L. Zucca  
 ’63

$1,000-
$4,999
Mr. Kenneth J. Abt  
 and Mrs. Peggy 
 Abt ’75g 
Advance Building   
Solutions
Ms. Homa Afzal
Mrs. Martha Afzal
Mr. Arthur A. Anderson 
Dr. Jacqueline Andrews 
Anonymous 
Architecture +
Mrs. Grace Bakst   
 Wapner and
 Mr. Jerry Wapner 
Mr. Michael and Mrs.  
 Jane Beck
Ms. Lori Beer ’94
Mr. Paul Beichert
Mr. Douglas A. 
 Bleier ’81

Mr. Harry ’90 and 
 Mrs. Pamela Bonsu
Ms. Diane L. Bradley  
 ’69 and Mr. William  
 C. Mayer
Mrs. Karen ’71 ’80g  
 and Dr. Steven ’73  
 Brody
Mr. William R. Bruce
C2G Environmental  
 Consultants
Ms. Sharla D. Carey ’91
Mr. Edward A. 
 Carroll ’85 and 
 Ms. Gina O'Brien- 
 Carroll ’86
Community Foundation  
 of Orange and 
 Sullivan County-
 Empire State Bank  
 Endowment Fund 
Mr. Walter ’52 and 
 Mrs. Jacqueline ’55  
 Chaskel
The Chazen Companies
Mr. Donald and Mrs.  
 Luella Cleverley
Mr. Andrew J. 
 Cohen ’93
Mr. Edward N. 
 Cohen ’87
Mr. Jason M. 
 Cohen ’05
Community 
 Foundation of   
 Dutchess County
Community 
 Foundation of   
 Orange and Sullivan  
 County
Mr. Anthony and 
 Mrs. Andrea Costa
Mr. Joseph V. Crimi ’91
Mrs. Carla J. Decker  
 ’61
Deloitte Foundation
Mr. Steven J. Deutsch
Ms. Michele T. Di Palo  
 ’77

Mr. Michael P. ’88  
 and Mrs. Michelle  
 M. Diliberto
Dr. Lynne L. Doty ’75
Dr. Edwin A. Ulrich  
 Charitable Trust
Mr. Alan ’69 ’91g and
 Mrs. Francoise 
 Dunefsky
Mr. L. David and 
 Mrs. Linda Eaton
Empire State Bank, NA
Ms. Nora E. Fay ’80
Fink Foundation, Inc.
Funding Passion and  
 Love Foundation
Dr. Donald J. Furman  
 ’87 ’00g
Mr. Joseph A. and 
 Mrs. Gail K. Gallerie
Gannett Foundation,  
 Inc.
Global Impact
Mr. Howard ’73 and  
 Mrs. Leila Goldblatt
Goldman Sachs Group,  
 Inc.
Mr. Ernest ’76 and 
 Mrs. Debra Gomez
Mr. Daniel Gonzalez  
 ’87
Mr. Drew R. 
 Goodbread ’76
Greater Hudson 
 Heritage Network
Mr. Howard Greenberg
Mr. Charles S. Houser  
 ’75
Hudson Valley Federal  
 Credit Union
IBEW Local Union No.  
 363
Mr. Robert S. Insolia  
 ’79
International Business  
 Machines
Mr. Arne C. Johnson
JPMorgan Chase 
 Foundation

Mr. Mark I. Kalish ’73
KeyBank National 
 Association
Dr. Gary M. King ’80
 and Ms. Catherine  
 Breen 
Klock Kingston 
 Foundation
Mr. Jeffrey G. Korn,  
 Esq. ’79
Mrs. Carolyn 
 Kuhlmann ’61g
Laborers Local 17
Lalo Drywall, Inc.
Dr. David K. Lavallee
 and Ms. Eileen 
 Gilmartin
Mr. Richard and 
 Mrs. Marguerite  
 Lease
Ms. Sylvia Leonard  
 Wolf
Mr. David A. Lewis ’79
Liberty Mutual
Mr. Paul Llewellyn ’91
Dr. Sara F. Luther ’74g  
 (dec) and Dr. John J. 
 Neumaier 
Ms. Erica Marks and
 Mr. Dan George
Mrs. Nancy H. 
 McCaffrey ’54
Mr. John C. McCreight,  
 Jr.
McKenna Productions  
 Ltd.
Merry Maids of the  
 Hudson Valley
Mid-Hudson Valley  
 Federal Credit Union
Mr. Leonard P. Moroff 
 ’67 and Mrs. 
 Rochelle Moroff 
Ms. Bernadette M.  
 Morris ’95
Mr. and Mrs. William  
 Murphy
Mrs. Susan D. Najork  
 ’67 ’70g
Niram, Inc.

Dr. Corinne and The
  Honorable Thomas  
 Nyquist 
Mr. Gene C. O'Neil
Orange County   
 Vacuum
Dr. R. John Ordway  
 Jr. ’74
Organized Momentum
Mr. James and Mrs.  
 Mary ’70g Ottaway
P & G's Restaurant
Mr. James F. Passikoff
Photofind Gallery, Inc.
Dr. Virginio Piucci ’49  
 (dec) and Mrs. 
 Elizabeth Piucci 
Drs. Steven and Jane  
 Poskanzer
Mr. Robert Raskin ’65
 and Mrs. Myrna
 Raskin
Ms. Cynthia A. Read
Richard Lease Real  
 Estate Services, LLC
Ms. Judith A. Richards  
 ’69
Dr. Gerald ’78 and 
 Mrs. Colette Robbins
Rocking Horse Ranch
Dr. L. David Rooney  
 and Dr. Hongli
 Wang-Rooney 
Dr. Donald and Mrs.  
 Carol Roper
Mr. Harold and Mrs.  
 Ellen Rubin
Ms. Adie Russell
Mr. Joseph A. Sagula  
 ’77
Dr. Louis and Mrs.  
 Frances Saraceno
Ms. Sima Sarrafan and  
 Mr. Robert Afzal
Dr. Bruce Schackman  
 and Dr. Edward  
 Sikov
Mrs. Dulcie and Mr.  
 Walter Schackman
Mr. Paul M. Schackman

Ms. Anne Schomaker
Dr. Edward and 
 Mrs. Marjorie Shelley
Mr. Toshiaki Shimada
Siemens Industry Inc.
Mr. Bruce and Mrs.  
 Barbara ’92 Sillner
Mr. Raymond A. 
 Sokolov and 
 Ms. Johanna Hecht 
Sylvia Leonard Wolf,  
 Inc.
Target
TD Bank
Thomas and Corinne  
 Nyquist Foundation
Timely Signs of 
 Kingston, Inc.
Mr. Armand ’54 and  
 Mrs. Roberta 
 Trivilino
Mrs. Shelley (Ryan)  
 Turk ’86 and 
 Mr. Steven Turk
U. W. Marx, Inc.
Ulster Savings Bank
Dr. and Mrs. William  
 W. Vasse
Viking Industries, Inc.
Mr. David ’96 and 
 Mrs. Jennifer ’95  
 Vinas
Mr. David I. Watson  
 ’68 ’73g
Wilmorite 
 Construction, LLC
Dr. Jason D. Wilson ’97
Mr. Larry and 
 Mrs. Shoshana 
 Wolinsky
Mr. Lee ’06 and 
 Mrs. Shelly Wright
Dr. Allen M. Young ’64
Mr. Clifford P. Zettle  
 ’88

The SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report The SUNY New Paltz Foundation Annual Report
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Reading Room Athletics News

In his latest book, “America’s 
Covered Bridges: Practical 
Crossings – Nostalgic Icons,” 
Professor Emeritus Ronald 
Knapp (Geography/Asian 
Studies) takes his readers on 
a trip across North America 
to explore the heritage of cov-
ered bridges in the continen-
tal United States.  

Working alongside co-author 
Terry E. Miller of Kent State 
University and photographer A. 
Chester Ong, Knapp tracks the 
technological changes America’s 
bridges have undergone during 

the past 200 years. 
Th e book tells of 
their transforma-
tion from vital social 
infrastructure to 
protected historical 
landmarks.
      Knapp was fi rst 
drawn to this subject 
matter through 
teaching and research 
he conducted at 
SUNY New Paltz. He 
periodically taught 
a course in histori-
cal geography that 
often addressed the 
development of trans-
portation systems 
in Ulster County. 
Th rough the course, 
he and his students 
learned about the 
old turnpikes and 

bridges that would become his 
inspiration. 
      “In some respects, the seed 
for research for this book was 
planted when I fi rst came to 
New Paltz,” said Knapp. “But it 
only began to develop fully into 
a book once I met Terry Miller 
in 2007.” Knapp and Miller 
were introduced at a confer-
ence in China. Th ey discovered 
a shared interest in covered 
bridges. “One thing led to 
another and we decided to col-
laborate on a book that would 
deal comprehensively with 
America’s covered bridges,” said 
Knapp.

 Knapp has published 
more than 20 books about the 
cultural and historical geogra-
phy of China and Southeast 
Asia, but “America’s Covered 
Bridges” is his fi rst publication 
outside that fi eld. Knapp had 
collaborated with Ong for mul-
tiple titles related to his work 
in Asian geography, so when 
it came time to gather images 
for this new project, Knapp 
found working with Ong to be 
a natural fi t.
 Knapp began his career at 
the College after receiving his 
doctoral degree in 1968. Upon 
his retirement in 2001, Knapp 
devoted himself full time to 
research, writing and volun-
teering on the board of the 
Mohonk Preserve.
 During the 2014 Reunion 
alumni weekend at New Paltz, 
Knapp’s tenure as a caring and 
dedicated educator was recog-
nized with the Heritage Award, 
which honors alumni and 
faculty whose devotion to the 
ideals of the College serve as 
extraordinary examples to the 
entire New Paltz community.
 “It is quite an honor to 
receive the Heritage Award, 
which I feel acknowledges the 
many other emeritus fac-
ulty who not only maintain an 
ongoing relationship with the 
College but also act as ambassa-
dors to the broad alumni com-
munity who value their New 
Paltz education,” said Knapp. 
 Knapp lives with his wife 
in New Paltz. He is currently 
working on his latest project, 
a collaboration with volunteer 
photographers from the Mo-
honk Preserve on a book titled 
“Th e Gunks: Th en and Now.”

Knapp charts new terrain with 
“America’s Covered Bridges”
By Zameena Mejia ’15

Six-member Class of 2014 inducted into 
New Paltz Athletics Hall of Fame
By Ryan Novitsky 

Gordon Krajna ’62
Krajna, who passed away in 
2002, was one of the College’s 
fi rst standout student-athletes 
following World War II. A 
dual-sport student-athlete, he 
was a Second-Team All-SUN-
YAC (SUNY Athletic Confer-
ence) selection in men’s soccer 
in 1961 and helped the Hawks’ 
men’s tennis team win its fi rst 
SUNYAC championship in 
1959-60. At one point in his 
career, Krajna won 35 consecu-
tive tennis matches, a streak 
that spanned over three years.
 
Rich Marazzi ’65
Marazzi competed for the 
Hawks’ baseball team during 
1964-65. He worked for 23 
years as an umpire at the high 
school, college, and indepen-
dent league levels and became 
one of the foremost experts on 
the rules of baseball. Marazzi 
currently serves as the rules 

Six alumni were inducted 
into the Athletics Hall of 
Fame during a dinner and 
ceremony held in October 
2014.

consultant for the Boston Red 
Sox, the New York Yankees, 
and several other Major League 
Baseball teams. He is the host 
of Inside Yankee Baseball on 
ESPN-AM 1300 radio and the 
author of fi ve baseball books.
 
Sue Cooney ’91
Cooney became the College’s 
fi rst female SUNYAC individ-
ual champion in any sport. She 
was a double-event winner at 
the 1989 SUNYAC Swimming 
and Diving Championships. 
Cooney helped develop a tradi-
tion of success for the women’s 
team at the SUNYAC meet, as 
the Hawks fi elded a SUNYAC 
champion in each of the next 
three years.
 
Jill (Tournour) Burke ’92
Burke joined Cooney as one 
of the pioneers of SUNY New 
Paltz women’s swimming in the 
SUNYAC. She garnered four 
SUNYAC championships and 
wrapped up her career as the 
program record holder in the 
200 individual medley.
 

Jess (Nadolny) Waldorf ’00
Waldorf fi nished her career 
as one of the most decorated 
student-athletes in SUNY New 
Paltz women’s soccer history. 
She remains the only Hawk 
women’s soccer student-athlete 
to earn three All-SUNYAC 
awards. As a senior, she became 
the fi rst SUNY New Paltz 
women's soccer student-athlete 
to garner a spot in the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America (NSCAA) All-Region 
Team.
 
Mario Lavacca ’06
Lavacca, a two-time National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America (NSCAA) All-Region 
selection, led the men’s soccer 
team to the SUNYAC Tourna-
ment during his senior season 
in 2003. Lavacca became the 
program’s fi rst-ever SUNYAC 
Player of the Year and earned 
All-SUNYAC honors in each of 
his four years on the team.

Top: Four-
time SUNY 
AC swimming 
champion Jill 
(Tournour) 
Burke ’92 
(left) with her 
husband, Ed 
Burke ’90. 

Bottom: 
Colleen 
Bruley ’06g 
(left), head 
women’s soc-
cer coach at 
SUNY 
New Paltz, 
stands with 
Jessica 
(Nadolny) 
Waldorf ’00, 
one of the 
SUNY New 
Paltz wom-
en’s soccer 
team’s most 
decorated 
student-
athletes.
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Class Notes
Offi ce of Development and 
   Alumni Relations 
1 Hawk Drive
New Paltz, NY 12561-2443
e-mail: alumni@newpaltz.edu
fax: 845.257.4412

Correspondence, which may be 
edited for purposes of clarity or 
space, should include your full 
name, class year, major, address, 
home telephone, and e-mail 
address.

Submit online at www.new
paltz.edu/magazine/

Notes submitted online are 
viewable immediately and 
remain posted for up to 3 
months, as well as being 
included in the next edition 
of "New Paltz Magazine," so 
submit today.

Class Notes

46 Hazel (Hochuli) Schmidt  
 recently moved from Flor-

ida and headed west. She writes, “I 
now live in Pasadena, Calif., in a 
wonderful intellectually stimulat-
ing retirement community not 
too far from one of my daughters 
and her husband. Th is has been a 
major lifestyle change for me. My 
husband of 64 years passed away in 
2013. I sold our home in Naples, 
Florida, and headed west but not 
before visiting my old Clio room-
mate, Betty Compton ’45 in New 
Jersey. Th e years melted away, we 
shared a bedroom and talked half 
the night. Life is good, come for a 
visit!”

61 Dorothy (Smith) 
 Mancini (Fine & 

Performing Arts) changes her 
residence with the seasons. She 
writes, “I am a snowbird! I spend 
the winters in Florida and the sum-
mers in Schenectady, NY. In the 
winter I volunteer with the New 

Smyrna Museum of History and I 
am also a member of the HUB, an 
organization promoting the arts: 
painting, crafts, music, theater, 
etc. Th ey have lessons in just about 
anything. I took Uki lessons! My 
email address is dotmacman@
gmail.com. Anyone interested in 
the 55th?”

63 Elizabeth (Schering) 
 Handler (Elementary 

Education Pre K-6 Political Sci-
ence) and her husband, Bill, have 
done a lot of traveling since their 
retirement. She writes, “Enjoy-
ing retirement since 2008! Our 
daughter, Elise, has a horse farm 
in Lexington, Kentucky, and also 
works in Radiology at Haygards 
Horse Hospital. Our son, Eric, 
and family live outside Boston. 
He is in television production, 
has a company called Funnyboat 
Productions, and teaches a course 
at Emerson College. Life is good 
and we are blessed!”

64 Karen (Kramer) Rosasco 
 (Art Education) had an 

exhibition of her paintings, titled 
“Layers,” in the gallery of the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Schenectady N.Y. through July 30, 
2014.

66 Robert Th orn (Art 
 Education) ’70g (Art 

Education), an Alumni Advisory 
Council member, organized a 
meeting of his Delphic fraternity 
brothers on campus in June 2014. 
He lives in Rhode Island and is a 
sculptor and retired art teacher.

73 Candice Dixon 
 (Elementary Educa-

tion Pre K-6 Music), an Alumni 
Advisory Council member, helped 
organize the greater Atlanta-area 
alumni event for March 2015. Her 
sister, Mary Dixon Atkins ’66, 
nephew Arthur Atkins Jr. ’90, and 
brother Marshall Dixon attended 
SUNY New Paltz. She’s an active 
community volunteer and retired 
education professional.

75  40th Anniversary
 Felix Muzza (Secondary 

Education 7-12 Social Studies) 
was recognized at the Jamestown, 
Va. campus commencement on 
May 17, 2014, for his outstand-
ing service to the community and 
distinguished career.  Muzza began 
his 35-year career with the school 
system as a work-study coordinator 
at Jamestown High School. Muzza 
was dean of students at Abraham 
Lincoln Elementary school for 
14 years and was Lincoln School 
principal for eight years.

80  35th Anniversary
 Stewart Nachmias 

(Printmaking) is continuing a 
yearlong tour of his show, titled 
“Pulp Icons: Cast Paper & Prints,” 
in museums, universities and 
art centers. His fi rst show was at 
Longview Museum of Fine Art in 
Longview, Texas. In addition to a 

Global Orange & Blue Day 
unites SUNY New Paltz 
worldwide 

Alumni, students and 
friends of the College 
were encouraged to 
celebrate their SUNY 
New Paltz pride on Global 
Orange & Blue Day on 
Dec. 4.

 The day’s theme – “SUNY New 
Paltz: Everybody, Everywhere!” – 
brought together Hawks around the 
globe. From hosting gatherings to 
wearing orange and blue, students, 
faculty, alumni and friends of the Col-
lege commemorated the SUNY New 
Paltz experience by demonstrating a 
universal sense of unity and College 
spirit.
 In New Paltz, alumni, faculty, staff 
and students gathered on campus 
for morning and afternoon activities, 
including photo opportunities to show 
off their orange-and-blue colors and 
SUNY New Paltz gear, with images 
shared using the #NPgoab and 
#NPalumni hashtags. 
 The evening’s celebrations in-
cluded a meet-up in downtown New 
Paltz, hosted by Steven Posada 
’12, Alumni Advisory Council member 
Alan Dunefsky ’69, Alba Borchert 
’89, and Alayna Wageman ’15. 
Wageman, an international studies 
major, completed an internship with 
the Offi ce of Alumni Relations helping 
plan and organize Global Orange & 
Blue promotions and activities.
 To mark the day in other regions, 
Renee Padmore-Baccus ’91 
hosted a “virtual party” on Face-
book to connect online with fellow 
Washington DC-area alumni and 
friends. Jonathan Amoia ’03 treated 
Western New York alumni as his 
guests for a reception at The Buffalo 
Club, a historic, prestigious institution 
in downtown Buffalo, N.Y.
 In Syracuse, N.Y., John Hoe-
schele ’86 hosted “A Night at the 
Museum,” renting out the Onondaga 
Historical Association for his fellow 
Central New York alumni and their 
guests. Hoeschele, an Alumni Advi-

sory Council member who attended 
Reunion for the fi rst time this past 
October, felt called to action during 
that weekend and decided to host a 
Global Orange & Blue event. 
 “To show up at reunion or par-
ticular events is great, but to go into 
your own community and get things 
started is another thing all together,” 
said Hoeschele. “I thought it was 
sort of incumbent upon me to walk 
the talk. I’m trying to create some 
excitement and a sense of New Paltz 
community.”
 Thanks to Hoeschele, Amoia, 
Padmore-Baccus, Borchert, Wage-
man and the other alumni and stu-
dent volunteers who helped organize 
Global Orange & Blue activities, it 
was an exciting day to be part of the 
SUNY New Paltz community.

TOP: Alumni Advisory Council Member 
Shana (Bender) Circe ’02 ’06g (Visual Arts 
Education) celebrates Global Orange & Blue 
Day. BOTTOM: Hugo the Hawk helps the 
SUNY New Paltz campus community 
celebrate Global Orange & Blue Day. 
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Business 
Leaders of 
the 21st 
Century 
share path 
to success 

“The years have been great, but 
New Paltz has still some of the 
best years!”—Jay Fertig ’85

From London to New 
Paltz, the message was 
clear: Network, get in-
volved and be relevant.

These were the overwhelming 
sentiments conveyed at the first 
Business Leaders of the 21st 
Century panel discussion held 
Oct. 27, 2014. The event, hosted 
by the Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations, in collaboration 
with the Career Resource Center 
and the Provost’s Office, offered 
the crowd of students, faculty, and 
staff the opportunity to engage in 
a dialogue with successful SUNY 
New Paltz alumni.
 “We’re thrilled to have such 
distinguished alumni, profession-
als, and College Foundation board 
members participate,” said SUNY 
New Paltz President Donald P. 
Christian. “They’ve traveled from 
as close as New Paltz and New 
Jersey to as far away as London.”
 Comprised of business leaders 
in varying stages of their careers, 
the discussion covered both 
individual career paths and a great 
deal of advice for students on how 
to achieve professional growth.
 “We have a number of alums 
who have been very successful in 
their careers,” said Kristin Back-
haus, interim dean of the School 
of Business. “They are willing to 
come back and share their exper-
tise with our students and often 
serve as mentors or internship 
supervisors. They are invaluable  
to us.”
 The panel was made up of 

three top-level industry trailblazers: 
Kenneth Pasternak ’77 (Educa-
tion/Social Studies), Fitzarnaz 
Drummond ’06 (Business/
Finance and Management) and 
Nora Fay ’80 (Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Anthropology). These 
successful alumni, along with 

Mickey Jamal, SUNY New Paltz 
Foundation Board director, took 
time to speak with students about 
their career highs and lows and 
the steps they took along the way.
 In spite of vastly different 
backgrounds and majors, the 
unified message from the panel 
to the students defined success 
as having a combination of skills. 
Potential graduates were encour-
aged to get involved on campus, 
in their communities and beyond 
the classroom in order to be 
remembered.
 “Seek every opportunity to 
become relevant, visible and to 
raise your profile” said Drummond, 
vice president at Deutsche Bank 

in London. “Get out there, and get 
noticed.”
 This idea resonated for many 
students in the packed Multi-
Purpose Room. “Your GPA is just 
a number,” said junior Rose-
mary Bair. “It’s time to get more 
involved.”

 Student questions ranged 
from those about personal 
motivation to concerns 
about common obstacles 
faced by entrepreneurs. 
When asked what they 
believed the next big thing 
might be, members of the 
panel were quick to men-
tion technological advanc-
es. 
 “Thermodynamics,” 
said Fay, vice president of 
national accounts at Lucifer 
Lighting Company in Texas. 
“Anything in the environ-
mental field.”

 Active alumni participation in 
campus events is a key compo-
nent to sharing future opportuni-
ties with enthusiastic students 
and recent graduates. With the 
introduction of these commu-
nity leaders to the College and 
its students, the gap between 
campus life and a successful 
career seemed to move toward a 
favorable close.
     “Our alumni are a vital link to 
the business world. Their involve-
ment provides us with real-time 
information about what is happen-
ing, what is important and what 
our students will face when they 
enter the workforce,” Backhaus 
said.

“Seek every 
opportunity to 
become relevant, 
visible and to raise 
your profile. Get 
out there, and 
get noticed.”
— Fitzarnaz Drummond ’06

busy opening reception and gallery 
talk, he juried a local student art 
show. Following Texas, he was at 
the Alexandria Museum of Art in 
Alexandria, La., where he taught a 
master class in relief printing and 
was the juror for the 26th Annual 
September Competition. Visit 
www.stewartnachmias.com to view 
his work.

82 B. Desmond Murray  
 (Communication  

Studies), an Alumni Advisory 
Council member, served on the 
alumni-outreach committee for 
the New York City-metro alumni 
event held in Manhattan on Nov. 
21, 2014, and serves on the First 
World Reunion steering commit-
tee, an event planned for May 1-3, 
2015. He is associate director of 
field experience, responsible for 
internships, at Marist College’s 

Center for Career Services in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

 83 Jason Kolbert (Secondary  
 Education 7-12 Chemis-

try), who is Maxim Group’s senior 
managing director and head of 
healthcare, was interviewed in 
The Life Sciences Report (www.
thelifesciencesreport.com) in June 
2014. Kolbert, who is often quoted 
in the media and is a sought-out 
expert in the biotechnology field, 
has worked extensively in the 
healthcare sector as product man-
ager for a leading pharmaceutical 
company, as a fund manager, and 

as an equity analyst. Prior to join-
ing Maxim Group, he spent seven 
years at Susquehanna Interna-
tional Group, where he managed a 
healthcare fund and founded SIG’s 
biotechnology team. Previously, 
Kolbert served as the healthcare 
strategist for Salomon Smith 
Barney. Prior to beginning his Wall 
Street career, Kolbert served as a 
product manager for Schering-
Plough in Osaka, Japan.

85  30th Anniversary 
 Jay Fertig (Business 

Administration) has scaled back his 
two-decade career as a computer 
instructor and owner of a company 
providing training for a variety of 
institutions, including the United 
Nations and Aramco, in Saudi 
Arabia, and for the Obama presi-
dential administration. He recently 
opened an antique store in South 

Florida and writes that he is “very 
content” to be “off the corporate 
treadmill.” He has four boys rang-
ing in age from 8 to 21 years old, 
and he would like to connect with 
old friends. “The years have been 
great,” he writes, “but New Paltz 
has still some of the best years!” 
 
Joseph Stephan (Business Ad-
ministration) was appointed vice 
president, business development by 
Federal-Mogul Motorparts, a divi-
sion of Federal-Mogul Holdings 
Corporation (NASDAQ:FDML). 
Stephan, who has been with 
Federal-Mogul since 1999, held 

leadership positions in a variety of 
key sales and marketing roles prior 
to this appointment. Previously, 
he held senior sales and market-
ing positions with Tenneco for the 
Monroe and Walker Brands.

86 Dr. Kelly Cassano  
 (Communication Studies) 

an internist and medical direc-
tor for the Mount Sinai Medical 
Group, has been in practice for 17 
years. She was featured in the New 
York Daily News in an article on 
fighting high blood pressure. 
 
John Hoeschele (English) orga-
nized and hosted a Global Orange 
& Blue Day event for Central New 
York on Dec. 4, 2014. He spon-
sored “A Night at the Museum” 
for alumni and friends at the On-
ondaga Historical Association in 
downtown Syracuse, NY. He and 
his wife, Lisa (White) Hoeschele 
’85, reside in Cortland, N.Y., and 
have two children. He is marketing 
communications and government 
relations manager at Anaren in its 
East Syracuse, N.Y., offices. 
 
Vincent Cianni ’86g (Photogra-
phy) has moved from Brooklyn 
and New York City to Newburgh, 
N.Y., to teach at SUNY New Paltz. 
Cianni will continue teaching 
at Parsons School of Design and 
has updated his website (www.
vincentcianni.com) to include 
viewing adjustments and contact 
information.

88 Valerie Lloyd (Business  
 Administration) and her 

mother, Celestine (Parson) Lloyd, 
were invited guests at the White 
House to commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Brown v. Board 
of Education. Both were given a 
signed proclamation by President 
Barack Obama and were photo-
graphed with him in the White 
House Blue Room.

From left to right: Kenneth Pasternak ’77, Nora Fay ’80, SUNY New Paltz Foundation Board Director  
Mickey Jamal, and Fitzarnaz Drummond ’06.
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90  25th Anniversary
 Kirk Reinhardt (Sec Ed 

7-12 Mathematics) ’96g (7-12: 
Mathematics) ’11cas (School 
Leadership) became principal of 
Kingston High School, Kingston, 
N.Y., eff ective fall 2014. He has 
been district director of math, 
science and technology for the 
previous two years and started with 
the district in 2001 as a physics 
teacher.

91 Karen Bell (Mathematics),
 associate professor and 

educational administration chair 
at SUNY New Paltz, received a 
$125,000 grant from SUNY Sys-
tem Administration for her project 
titled “Downstate SUNY System 
Administration for Innovation in 
Education: Collaborative Explo-
ration Learning and Leadership 
Space (CELLS).”

92 Douglas Bartow (Graphic
  Design), an art director 

and designer with more than 20 
years of experience working with 
national and international clients, 
co-founded id29 (www.id29.
com) in 2003 in Troy, N.Y. His 
past experience includes serving as 
director of design at MASS MoCA 
for more than eight years, helping 
to put the country’s largest arts 
center on the world's cultural map. 

Noelle Doughty (Art History) 
is a vocalist who performs with 
bandmates in the ensemble 
Zepparella, which places its stamp 
on the legendary song catalog 
made famous by the British rock 
band Led Zeppelin.

Judith (Finck) Stritt (Elementary 
Ed N-6 English) ’95g (Special 
Education) and husband, Eric 
Stritt, who also attended the Col-
lege, are a SUNY New Paltz family, 
as their son, Th omas, enrolled for 
fall 2014.

Anthony T. Winn (Business Ad-
ministration), an Alumni Advisory 

Winn “excited 
and honored” to 
serve on Alumni 
Advisory Council

Anthony Winn ’92 
(Business Manage-
ment) caught the “pub-
lic service bug” as a 
student leader at New 
Paltz, a passion that 
has stayed with him 
throughout his career.

 “I never intended to work 
corporate–I always wanted to do 
community-based work,” said 

Winn. “I knew, 
coming out of 
New Paltz, that 
I was going to 
spend my ca-
reer in service 
to people.”
   Winn serves 
as chief operat-
ing offi cer of 
Nos Queda-
mos, a South 
Bronx-based 
nonprofi t hous-
ing and social 
service pro-
vider. He has 
spent his career 
in nonprofi t 

management, nonprofi t leadership 
development, and public health, 
including a stint with Chicago 
Public Schools as part of the Na-
tional Urban Fellowship Program.
 One of the most outstand-
ing moments of Winn’s career 
was being invited to the White 
House by President Clinton to 
participate in a special ceremony 
acknowledging the survivors of the 
infamous Tuskegee experiments in 
Alabama. Winn served on a com-
mittee of public health profession-
als who “looked at why minorities, 
and particularly black people, do 
not participate in clinical trials.” 
Along with a roundtable of health 

and education professionals, Winn 
composed a report of the group’s 
fi ndings and sent it to the U.S. 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. The group recommend-
ed that the president acknowledge 
the history of this legacy and make 
a statement about it to help refo-
cus thoughts on what it means to 
be part of clinical trials and public 
health science. President Clinton 
responded. 
 “He took our advice and did 
just that, and I was invited to the 
White House to be a part of that 
ceremony,” said Winn. “When you 
feel like you’ve made an impact 
that infl uences the highest levels 
of policy, to me, that’s a major ac-
complishment. It was an opportu-
nity to set some things straight.”
 At New Paltz, Winn served as 
president of the Black Student 
Union, president of the Student 
Association, president of Voices of 
Unity, and president and chapter 
co-founder of Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity. As an alumnus, he has 
served as a guest speaker for 
Black Solidarity Day and stays 
connected with his fraternity, 
as well as Black studies faculty 
Zelbert Moore and A.J. Williams-
Myers, and educational studies 
Professor Nancy Schniedewind.
 Winn helped found the First 
World Reunion in 2000, which 
takes place every fi ve years to 
keep students of color connected 
to alumni affairs; the next fi ve-year 
reunion is May 1-3, 2015.
 “This was a special time in the 
history of people of color in col-
leges and universities as a whole, 
and we feel like we had a special 
time at New Paltz,” said Winn.
 Winn is also a member of the 
Alumni Advisory Council, a posi-
tion he is “excited and honored” to 
hold.
 “It’s a great way for me to 
continue my engagement in some 
offi cial capacity,” said Winn. “With 
the diversity of the committee, the 
diversity in (class) years, I feel like 
the committee is making an ear-
nest effort to diversify the voices 
that give input on alumni affairs, 
which I think is a major move in 
the right direction.”

Council member, served on the 
alumni-outreach committee for the 
New York City-metro alumni event 
held in Manhattan on Nov. 21, 
2014. Winn also serves on the First 
World Reunion steering commit-
tee. Both a community leader and 
management consultant, he holds a 
juris doctorate degree and master’s 
in public administration degree.

Karen Zickler (Secondary Educa-
tion 7-12 English) ’96g (K-12 
Reading) was promoted to director 
of curriculum and instruction for 
the Millstone Township School 
District K-8, eff ective July 1, 
2014. Formerly the principal of 
the Millstone Township Middle 
School, she will now have the 
opportunity to work with all three 
Millstone schools and collaborate 
with the administration and teach-
ers on curriculum and professional 
development.

93 Kevin Bryant (Political
  Science) of Kingston, N.Y., 

has been a practicing attorney since 
graduating from Albany Law School 
in 1998. He has served in Ulster 
County as an assistant district at-
torney, assistant public defender and 
assistant town attorney.

Felix Chevalier (Political Science) 
and Onika Jervis (Biology) ’05g 
(Education Administration), 
both Alumni Advisory Council 
members, served on the alumni-
outreach committee for the New 
York City-metro alumni event held 
in Manhattan on Nov. 21, 2014. 
Both serve on the First World 
Reunion steering committee; the 
event is May 1-3, 2015. Chevalier 
is counsel at Gonzalez Saggio & 
Harlan LLP and partner at Cheva-
lier Helms in Houston, Texas. Jer-
vis is associate director of graduate 
placement and university summer 
programs at Xavier University in 
New Orleans, Louisiana.

94 Jeremy Baum (Music)  
 had his new CD reviewed 

online by the “Poughkeepsie Jour-
nal.” Th e album was celebrated at 
its release party on June 26, 2014. 
Incorporating soul, jazz, and the 
blues, the CD is titled “Th e Eel.”

96 Maria Lazo (Sculpture),  
 along with her sister, 

Carmen, has founded Turn of the 
Century Renaissance, an organi-
zation that connects artists with 
businesses who provide exhibition 
space free of charge. TCR matches 
artists with business owners who 
happen to have blank walls or 
large picture windows that would 
benefi t from fresh artwork. Much 
of the TCR artwork is displayed 
within the Roundout neighbor-
hood of Kingston, N.Y.

Larry Scott Blackmon (Black 
Studies) was named vice president 
of community and government 
aff airs at Fresh Direct, a leading 
online fresh food grocer. He will 
lead the company’s community 
and governmental interactions, 
expanding current partnerships 
and cultivating new relationships. 
Blackmon previously served as 
deputy commissioner for com-
munity outreach, New York City 
Parks, where he oversaw Partner-
ships for Parks, a joint program of 
the City Parks Foundation and the 
Parks Department that works to 
spur greater community support 
for and involvement in the City’s 
neighborhood parks. He also 
supervised Government Rela-
tions, the GreenTh umb division 
that supports community gardens, 
and other departments. Prior to 
his service at Parks, he was the 
deputy state director to U.S. Sena-
tor Charles Schumer and worked 
as chief of staff  of Small Business 
Services.

98 Frank Colich (Biology)
  was appointed as chief 

fi nancial offi  cer for Skytap, the 
leading provider of on-demand 

Environments-as-a-Service (EaaS), 
as reported by “Green Technology 
World” on Aug. 27, 2014. Colich 
brings over 15 years of experience 
as an operations leader, including 
extensive experience in corporate 
fi nancial management, venture 
capital fund raising, international 
sales, project management and 
business development. He oversees 
fi nance, human resources and legal 
functions for Skytap.

01 Erin Fromkes (Visual   
 Arts) had a display of 

her art in the Art Hive magazine, 
March-April 2014 issue. She was 
featured in several group art shows, 
and garments from her paint cloth-
ing were exhibited at the 2014 
Armory Art Center’s “Fashion 
Artillery,” taking fi rst-place honors.

Christopher Wright (Communi-
cation Studies), an Alumni Advi-
sory Council member, has served 
a number of years as director of 
enrollment technology at Emerson 
College. He was appointed to 
simultaneously serve as the interim 
director of admissions at Emerson 
in summer 2014. 

02 Shana (Bender) Circe
  (Visual Arts Education) 

’08g (Visual Arts Education), an 
Alumni Advisory Council member, 
helped coordinate activities for 
Reunion alumni weekend during 
October 2014. She is director of 
on-campus recruitment and the 
Welcome Center at SUNY New 
Paltz and is married to Michael 
Circe ’05 (Childhood Education 
1-6) ’09g (Childhood Education). 
Michael organized a 20th an-
niversary meeting of his fraternity, 
Kappa Delta Phi, bringing his Al-
pha Gamma Chapter brothers back 
to campus in November 2014.

03 Jonathan Amoia 
 (Business) organized and 

hosted a Global Orange & Blue 
Day event for Western New York 
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Faces of 
New Paltz

Name: 

Emily Heimbender ’13 ’15g

Hometown: Valley Stream, N.Y.

Programs of study: B.A., psychol-
ogy with concentration in psycho-
biology; M.A., psychology with 
concentration in neuroscience

You initially came to New 
Paltz majoring in math and 
science. How did that lead 
you to neuroscience?
While taking biology classes my 
freshman year, I found the nervous 
system extremely interesting. After 
taking physiological psychology 
with Dr. Giordana Grossi, I fell 
in love with neuroscience and 
spent hours reading about it, even 
when I wasn’t studying for a test. 
I discovered that New Paltz offers 
a psychobiology concentration, 
which allowed me to fulfi ll my 
interest in learning about the brain.

Why did you decide to stay at 
New Paltz for your graduate 
degree after completing your 
bachelor’s?
The research I’ve been working 
on in the lab with my mentor, 
Dr. Grossi, is an ongoing project 
I started when I was an under-
graduate student. We’re still 
learning from it and extracting new 
fi ndings. I’m planning on bas-
ing my master’s thesis off of our 
research, so remaining in her lab 
was the best opportunity for me. 
I really like what I’m doing here. 
I couldn’t picture myself at any 
other university. I’ve had all these 
life-changing experiences here. 
I’ve met amazing people who have 
affected my life in such a positive 
way. New Paltz has changed me 
for the better.

Have there been any 
particular projects you’ve 
worked on that stand 
out for you?
Last May, we presented our 
research at the Association for 
Psychological Science confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. We 
worked with bilinguals and mea-
sured their brainwaves by using 
electroencephalography (EEG). 
I also presented research at the 
Psychonomic Society conference 
this past November in Toronto, 
Canada. These two conferences 
enhanced my college experience 
and provided me a unique oppor-
tunity to meet people from all over 
the world who are familiar with 
and interested in similar research.

How did you become involved 
with the library and what 
have you learned from work-
ing there?
Even though I already had an off-
campus job, I needed another job 
to help pay for tuition. The library 
allowed me to work between 
classes, which fi t perfectly into 
my schedule and has proven to 
be one of the best experiences 
I’ve had on campus. I’ve learned 
so much about doing research, 
which helped me exponentially 
in my scholastic career. I enjoy 
helping other students with their 
research, which in turn helps me 
to learn more. All the librarians are 
extremely helpful and caring. After 
working in the library for almost 
four years now, I still feel like I’m 
always learning something new.

Class Notes Class Notes

SUNY New Paltz makes 
prosthetic hand for local boy 
using 3D technology

Six-year-old Joseph 
Gilbert of Chester, N.Y., 
was born without any 
fi ngers on his left hand. 
But thanks to a new 
“robohand,” designed 
and built with a 3D 
printer at SUNY New 
Paltz’s Hudson Valley 
Advanced Manufactur-
ing Center, Joseph will 
hopefully experience 
the closest thing to 
having a fully functional 
hand.
 Hudson Valley Advanced 
Manufacturing Center Assistant 
Director Katherine Wilson ’14g 
(Metal) worked with electrical 
engineering student Adam 
Carlock ’15 (Electrical Engineer-

ing) to design and 
construct the hand, 
using openly shared 
prosthetic designs. 
By fl exing his wrist, 
Joseph can control 
the fi ngers of the 
robohand to grip 
objects.
     Gilbert was born 
with symbrachydac-
tyly, an abnormality 
that occurs between 
the ninth and 10th 
week of pregnancy, 
said his mother, Dori 
Gilbert. The condi-
tion is reported to 
affect one in every 
10,000, and its 
cause is unknown.
     On July 16, 
Joseph came to 
the SUNY New 

Paltz campus with Dori, his sister, 
Brandi, and a family friend to try 
on his new hand for the fi rst time.
 “The staff of the Hudson Valley 
Advanced Manufacturing Center is 
very excited to be able to provide 
Joseph with a robohand,” said 
School of Science and Engi-
neering Dean Daniel Freedman. 
“Creating functional prosthetics 
for children is one of the best 
examples of how 3D design and 
printing can be used to build 
remarkable objects at a small 
fraction of the cost of standard 
fabrication methods.”
 According to Freedman, the 
robohand cost $15 in materials to 
make. As Joseph grows, it will be 
inexpensive to print new versions 
of his hand.
 Stay tuned this fall for more 
exciting announcements about the  
3D printing initiative at SUNY New 
Paltz. To learn more about it or to 
check out media coverage of this 
project, visit newpaltz.edu/3d.

on Dec. 4, 2014 (see page 31 for 
details). He invited alumni and 
parents as his guests for a reception 
at Th e Buff alo Club in downtown 
Buff alo, N.Y.

05  10th Anniversary
 Dr. Melvina Patel (Biol-

ogy), a lifelong resident of Long 
Island, N.Y., is board certifi ed in 
internal medicine.  She completed 
her internal medicine residency 
at NYHQ (New York Hospital of 
Queens), joined the NYHQ medi-
cal staff  as a hospitalist and then 
became a primary care attending 
with NYQMS PC.

Lavoisier Tubman (Management) 
’09g (Business Administration) 
is business advisor/coordinator of 
evening services at SUNY New 
Paltz’s Center for Business Advising 
in the School of Business.

06 Jared Rutherford (Th eatre
  Arts) designed the scenery 

for one of SUNY New Paltz’s 
spring productions as part of a 
residency at the College. He is an 
accomplished early-career profes-
sional with region and Broadway 
credits.

07 Daniel Teich (Marketing)  
 is a branch manager at 

Enterprise in the Kingston, N.Y., 
area.

08 Amanda Gresens Rogers
  (Communication and 

Media), an Alumni Advisory 
Council member, helped organize 
a June 2014 alumni event held in 
Albany, N.Y. She and Matthew 
Rogers married in October 2014. 
During July and August 2014 
she completed a bicycle tour of 
Germany. She works as a Zumba 
instructor and is a lecturer in the 
Department of Communication at 
SUNY New Paltz.

Daniel Roth (Journalism), 
now head coach and director of 
competitive aquatics at Somerset 

Valley YMCA (www.svynj.org), 
has been on the staff  for nearly 
four years, previously as head 
group coach. Before that, he 
coached swimming in various 
venues, including YMCA (Th e 
Hudson Valley Dolphins of New 
York), high school (New Paltz 
High School) and Barclay Far 
Swim Club of New Jersey. He’s 
also an assistant coach for the 
Somerset Valley YMCA National 
team, winner of multiple YMCA 
National Titles. 

10  5th Anniversary
 William Borchert 

(Asian Studies, History, Biology) 
moved on to Meiji University as 
a Japanese Ministry of Education 
Scholar research student after 
he graduated from SUNY New 
Paltz. He recently completed 
master’s degree studies in inter-
national health at the University 
of Toyko and is now pursuing 
doctoral studies at the University 
of Cambridge.  

Heather Slivko-Bathurst 
(Black Studies, Anthropology), 
of Staten Island, N.Y., survived 
a grueling 11,000 miles at sea 
in a 10-month sailing race. Her 
journey was the subject of a June 
2014 online article by the Staten 
Island Advance. In it, reporter 
Vincent Barone writes, “Heather 
Slivko-Bathurst was once turned 
into a human saltshaker for fi ve 
straight days. Everything around 
her was lifted up and sent crash-
ing back down in two-minute 
intervals. She couldn’t sleep. 
Her life was soaked in China’s 
seawater. A low-pressure system 
had taken hold of her sailing 
yacht, the Henri Lloyd, in the 
Straights of Taiwan... Th is was 
easily the darkest time for her and 
her teammates during the Clipper 
Round the World Yacht Race, 
a 40,000-mile sailing race that 
circumnavigates the globe over 
the course of 10 months.”



38             New Paltz Spring 2015            39

Federal Employees

Give today to SUNY New Paltz
through the Combined Federal 
Campaign

Use CFC# 26917 to direct your gift to 
New Paltz students.

Please allow us to thank you for your 
support by requesting a receipt from the 
local CFC- Taconic Vally CFC, #0644.

Enjoy reading about what your 
classmates have been up to? 
They want to hear about you, 
too! Let fellow alumni know 
about your latest life changes, 
professional accomplishments, 
interests, or anecdotes. 

Address your class notes to:
Class Notes
Offi ce of Development and 
  Alumni Relations 
1 Hawk Drive
New Paltz, NY 12561-2443
e-mail: alumni@newpaltz.edu
fax: 845.257.3951

Submit online at www.new
paltz.edu/magazine/

Notes submitted online are 
viewable immediately and 
remain posted for up to 3 
months, as well as being 
included in the next edition 
of "New Paltz Magazine," so 
submit today.

Submit your Class 
Notes today!

Class Notes 

APRIL 22
Alumni “Conversation with the 
President”
San Francisco/Oakland, Calif.

APRIL 23
Alumni “Conversation with the 
President”
Seattle, Wash.

APRIL 24-25
Athletics Spring Alumni 
Weekend (SUNY New Paltz)
Includes Friday mixer and 
Saturday alumni games and team 
gatherings.

APRIL 24
Alumni night at the Th eatre: 
"Much Ado About Nothing" 
(SUNY New Paltz) Pre-show 
reception 6-7:45 p.m.; cash bar, 
complimentary admission.

MAY 29
Alumni Reception  
New York City

JUNE 2
Alumni “Conversation with the 
President”
Austin, Texas 

JUNE 8
Foundation Golf Tournament  
Wiltwyck Golf Club, Kingston, 
N.Y.

AUGUST 28
Alumni show opening at 
Dorsky Gallery Curatorial 
Programs
Long Island City, N.Y.

UPCOMING

Events
Select events for 

alumni and friends. 
For a full listing visit 
www.newpaltz.edu/

alumni/events

reuniting
networking
connecting

Chanel Ward ’10g (Humanistic-
Multicultural Education), an 
Alumni Advisory Council member, 
assisted with the New York 
City-metro alumni event held in 
Manhattan on Nov. 21, 2014. She 
is director of the Scholar’s Mentor-
ship Program and adjunct faculty 
member in the Department of 
Black Studies and previously served 
in the Offi  ce of Residence Life at 
SUNY New Paltz.

12 Ian Whitt (Th eatre Arts),  
 a native of Rochester, 

N.Y., studied acting at NYSSSA 
School of Th eatre and apprenticed 
at Actors Th eatre of Louisville 
where he appeared in the world 
premieres of various productions. 
He recently returned to campus to 
speak about the “Adopt a Junior” 
program in Th eatre Arts.

13 Ian Brodsky (Th eatre  
 Arts) had his debut fi lm,

“Begin Again,” make its U.S. 
premiere in summer 2014. It was 
released on DVD in fall 2014. 
Brodsky is cast in the role of “Mal-
colm” and does his own singing 
and instrumental performances 
in the movie as part of the band. 
Th e movie stars Keira Knightly 
as “Gretta,” the band’s leader, 
and Mark Ruff alo as “Dan,” who 
is the band manager. Brodsky is 
part of a SUNY New Paltz family. 
His mother is Hannah (Brown) 
Brodsky ’73 (Special Education: 
Speech/Hearing). His uncle is Alan 
Dunefsky ’69 ’91g.

Daniel Zev Dinov (Marketing) is 
a club and event DJ, profession-
ally known as DJ ZEV, who has 
performed at Webster Hall and 
Amnesia (NYC), Revel Casino 
(Atlantic City), Fashion Night Out 
for Michael Kors, and NFL Super 
Bowl parties. He also worked 
private events for Versace, Nick 
Cannon, MTV, Red Bull, and 
Steve Madden. Dinov was the fi rst 
American DJ to play at the original 
Bora-Bora Nightclub in Castel-

lon, Spain, and had a four-week 
residence as a celebrity guest DJ 
aboard the Norwegian Epic Cruise 
Line in Europe.

Kyle Fox (Adolescence Education: 
Social Studies), who serves in the 
U.S. Air Force in the rank of air-
man 1st class, graduated in 2014 
from basic military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
San Antonio, Texas.

14 Michael O'Connor 
 (Communication Media, 

Th eatre Arts) was in the cast of the 
2014 Timbers musical revue.

Steven Holman ’14g (Metal) 
moved back to Rhode Island and 
has set up his fi rst real studio. One 
of his pieces was recently acquired 
as part of the collection at CODA, 
the contemporary museum in 
Apeldoorn, Netherlands, and 
some of his work was shown in 
the Gallery Marzee Graduation 
Show in Nijmegen, Netherlands, 
from Aug. 17 to Oct. 24, 2014. 
He was scheduled to give a lecture 
at SOFA, Chicago expo as part of 
the SNAG Emerging Artist Lecture 
Series.

Lucy Walker ’14g (Computer 
Science) was appointed the Col-
lege’s assistant vice president for 
institutional research, eff ective June 
1, 2014. She consults and collabo-
rates with administrators, faculty 
and staff  to meet institutional 
information needs for program 
review and accreditation activities.

Katherine Wilson ’14g (Metal) 
was appointed in summer 2014 as 
the assistant director of the Hud-
son Valley Advanced Manufactur-
ing Center (HVAMC) at SUNY 
New Paltz. She has been instru-
mental in a number of community 
outreach 3D printing projects, 
including a prosthetic hand for a 
young local boy (see page 36) and 
a prosthetic for a sheep at Wood-
stock Farm Animal Sanctuary.  

S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about Liberty Mutual and our car 
and home insurance, please contact us at 1-800-524-9400  or visit us
at libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of 
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about 
Liberty Mutual and our car and 
home insurance, please contact us 
at 1-800-524-9400 or visit us at 
libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about Liberty Mutual and our car 
and home insurance, please contact us at 1-800-524-9400  or visit us
at libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its af-
fi liates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA. In Texas only, coverage provided and under-
written by Liberty County Mutual Insurance Company and its affi liates, 2100 Walnut 
Hill Lane, Irving, TX. © 2009 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
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STAY IN THE MOUNTAIN HOUSE
AND WE’LL CONTRIBUTE 10% OF YOUR BILL 
TO SUNY NEW PALTZ!

We can’t improve on your memories of Scudder or 
Deyo or Bliss, but we can offer some comforts of our 
own for your next visit to New Paltz. 

Just minutes away from campus in a spectacular 2,200-
acre setting, Mohonk Mountain House is one of America’s 
leading resorts. A Full American Plan resort, our rates 
include meals and most activities. Be sure to mention 
you’re a New Paltz alum when you stay with us so we can 
contribute in your name.

New Paltz, NY 12561
800.772.6646
www.mohonk.com

WWW.NEWPALTZ.EDU/MUSEUM

Grace Hartigan: Myths and Malls
February 7–July 12, 2015

DORSKY
THE

SAMUEL DORSKY MUSEUM OF ART
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ

In Memoriam 

1930 - 1939
Mrs. Eleanor (Feldt) Kalisky ’37
Mrs. Gertrude (Brion) Burgan ’39

1940 - 1949
Mrs. B. Alice (Larsen) Johnson ’44
Mrs. Loretta Ellis Joseph ’44
Mrs. Rose (Bufano) Phillips ’44
Mrs. Janella (Palmer) Winans ’44
Mrs. Dorothy (Goetschius) Dunn ’45
Mr. Richard Herrmann ’45 
Mrs. Barbara Osborn Meyer ’45
Mrs. Marilyn (Miller) Pedersen ’47

“The bitterest tears shed over graves are for 
words left unsaid and deeds left undone.” 
— Harriet Beecher Stowe

Now retired, Gail K. Gallerie 
feels very much at home on our 
campus, which is no surprise 
considering she spent more than 
half her life and her entire profes-
sional career at SUNY New Paltz 
as the executive assistant for six 
diff erent presidents over the span 
of 34 years. 
 During the pivotal decade of 
the ’70s, Gallerie worked closely 
with President Stanley K. Coff -
man to establish the SUNY New 
Paltz Foundation, one of the fi rst 
foundations created within the 
SUNY system to respond to the 
growing need for private support. 
In 1976, Gallerie became one of 

the Foundation’s fi rst donors.
 Since scholarships played a 
decisive role in Gallerie’s ability 
to obtain her undergraduate and 
graduate degrees, she wanted to 
help make that critical diff er-
ence for students at New Paltz. 
Moreover, Gallerie’s annual dona-
tion is a vote of confi dence in the 
Foundation. She has given every 
year since its inception and consid-
ers her gifts to be an expression 
of her profound gratitude for the 
privilege of her career here.
 Gallerie enjoys living in New 
Paltz with her husband, Joseph, 
and plays an active role in the 
community.

Gail K. Gallerie
Ms. Louise W. Weisser ’47 
Ms. Ann (Coppinger) Albano ’48
Mrs. Dolores (Legg) Carlzon ’49
Mrs. Ella (Karsten) Eldard ’49
Mr. William Eldard ’49 
Mrs. Martha (Sherwood) Parrish ’49
Dr. Virginio Piucci ’49 

1950 - 1959
Mr. Syd Jensen ’51 
Mrs. Joan O. Geany ’54 
Mrs. Marilyn (Pitcher) Lane ’54
Mrs. Marjorie (Stickler) Mason ’54
Ms. Fanny L. Vail ’54 
Mrs. Carol (Story) Doney ’55
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Hixon ’55 
Mrs. Betty (Blackburn) Tjossem ’55
Mrs. Glenda Reynolds Dean ’56 
Ms. Diane C. Nikola ’56 
Mrs. Barbara (Perry) Rutherford ’57
Mr. Robert Fuhr ’58 
Mrs. Marcia (Kaufman) 
 Ben-Ezra ’59
Mr. Robert J. Meyer ’59 

1960 - 1969
Mr. Richard Andrews ’60 
Mr. Robert W. Bell ’60 
Mrs. Louise Bindman ’60 
Mrs. Millicent (Hoff man) 
 Ellsworth ’60
Ms. Naomi (Murphy) Duff y ’61
Mr. Fletcher J. Johnston ’61 
Mr. Charles Lane ’61
Ms. Brenda (Sturm) Larsen ’61
Mr. Robert Dillman ’63 
Mr. William H. Hulle ’63 
Mr. Rivan Krieger ’63 
Prof. Arthur Stockin ’63 
Ms. Mary A. Ippolito ’64 
Mr. Paul W. Carpenter ’65 
Ms. Jane C. Modry ’65 
Ms. Dorothy (Pomel) Pollard ’65
Mr. Mark Famiglietti ’66 
Mr. Bruce Hull ’66 
Mr. Howard S. Luper ’66 
Mrs. Diana (Divine) Woermann ’66
Mr. Wendell Van Lare ’67 
Mrs. Dorinda (Upright) Dembroski ’68
Mrs. Jeanne (VanNess) Maggiore ’68
Mr. Larry C. Williams ’68 
Mr. Joseph J. Barr ’69 
Ms. Myra Halle ’69 

1970 - 1979
Ms. Jane O. Sunshine ’70g 
Mrs. Irene E. Winnie ’70 
Mr. Ronald M. Lundberg ’71 
Ms. Marilyn J. Lutzic ’72 
Ms. Diane (Merwin) Franzman ’73
Dr. Sally Luther ’74g
Mr. Edward I. Baron ’75 
Mrs. Mildred (Fyllingen) Brown ’75
Mr. David Pike ’75 ’90g 

Ms. Sandra (Th omas) Schirmer ’75
Mr. Rodney J. Hewitt ’76 
Ms. Elizabeth Otero Vergara ’76 
Ms. Velma Y. Yeomans ’76 
Ms. Florence (Arnn) Weiler ’77
Ms. Julie I. Rizza ’78g 
Mr. William J. Sonnack ’78 

1980 - 1989
Mr. Donald E. Sweeney ’80 
Mr. James Capuano ’81 
Mrs. Anne Markle ’81 
Ms. Kay (Michels) Dooley ’82
Mrs. Carolyn T. Grey ’82 
Ms. Sally Kemple ’82 
Ms. Harriet (Wettick) Kudlo ’84
Mr. Lorne W. Weems ’84 
Ms. Evelyn R. Mark ’86 
Ms. Renee N. Decker ’89 
Ms. Judith E. Famellette ’89 
Ms. Barbara (Allen) Phelan ’89

1990 - 1999
Mr. Lawrence Bauer ’90 
Ms. Diane Dannemann ’91 
Mr. Kenneth D. Duxbury ’92 
Ms. Deborah Sweeney ’92 
Mrs. Peggy Hansen ’93 
Ms. Marie Michel ’95 
Ms. Stephanie C. Rubino ’95 

2000 - 2014
Mrs. Betty M. Mangiagli ’00 
Mrs. Nadia (Abraham) Rossman ’06
Mr. Andrew J. Cassius ’12 

Former Students
Mr. Th omas Andrew 
Mr. Ray Bennett 
Mr. Jerrold A. Combs 
Mr. Christopher G. Conroy 
Mr. Marshall Dixon 
Mr. Gregory D. Fischer 
Mr. Cesar Gonzalez 
Mr. Ciprian Ivascu 
Ms. Sharon Kapilian 
Ms. Alison McCarthy 
Mrs. Marylou Whalen

Faculty & Staff 
Mr. Martin Benjamin 
Dr. Aaron Bindman 
Mr. Wendell Brooks 
Mrs. Roberta Budmen 
Mrs. Anna Decapua 
Dr. Helen B. Harkonen 
Mrs. Linda Knoth 
Ms. Aleanna Luethi-Garrecht
Carleton Mabee
Dr. Alfred Marks 
Dr. Todd Quinlan 
Dr. Marleigh (Grayer) Ryan 
Dr. Sheila Schwartz 
Prof. James G. Shine 

Dr. Robert “Bob” Dillman ’63, passed 
away on Nov. 25, 2014, age 73. 

Dillman received his Ph.D from Clark 
University and a master’s degree from Penn 
State University before beginning an exten-
sive career in education, including serving as 
president of East Stroudsburg University.
______________________________

Emeritus Professor of English Alfred Marks 
passed away on Dec. 23, 2014, age 94. 
Marks taught early American Literature 
from 1963 to 1985.

A resident of New Paltz for more than 50 
years, Marks served as a visiting professor 
and Fulbright scholar in Kanazawa, Japan, 
and helped start the “sister city” program 
between New Paltz and Osa, Japan. 
_________________________________

Highly regarded professor emeritus, 
Carleton Mabee passed away on Dec. 18, 
2014, in Gardiner, N.Y., age 99. 

A prolifi c author, he won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Biography in 1944 for “American Leon-
ardo: Th e Life of Samuel F.B. Morse.”

Mabee joined the New Paltz faculty in 1965 
and retired in 1984.  He served as town 
historian for Gardiner, where he resided for 
many decades.
_________________________________

Sally Luther ’74g (African Studies), the 
wife of former SUNY New Paltz President 
John J. Neumaier, died at her home in 
central Florida on Feb. 3, 2015, age 96. 

Luther received a Ph.D. in political 
sociology from the City University of 
New York in 1986. She was director of 
Off -Campus Studies at Vassar College and 
taught at Poughkeepsie Day School from 
1970 to 1974. 

Planned Giving
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Alumni Weekend & Reunion: Oct. 2-4, 2015
Details at www.newpaltz.edu/alumni/reunion

Join us for our “welcome home alumni” weekend to enjoy campus events and the beauty of New Paltz.


