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Learning Objectives

• Understand how programs can expand capacity 
through utilizing VA Work Study students

• Understand how to access and implement VA 
Work Study

• Recommendations on how other campuses 
integrate student workers into their program 



What is VA Work Study

Credit: Mohawk Valley

• You can get paid to work a part-time job while you are using GI 
Education benefits. 

• The student veteran wins because they have tax-free employment
• The veteran organization hiring the veteran wins because they have 

no wage expenses
• The veteran receiving the service wins because they’re receiving 

assistance AND from another veteran

VA Work Study is an absolute Win/Win/Win 
situation



The following criteria must be met in order to be approved for VA Work Study. A 
Veteran must    

• Be enrolled at least three-quarter time in a college degree, vocational, or 
professional program, and

• Have found a job either at a nearby facility approved for VA work study, and
• Utilize an approved VA education benefits program to pay for your education or 

training



The following GI Education benefits are approved
• Chapter 30 - the Montgomery GI Bill 
• Chapter 31 - Vocational Rehabilitation
• Chapter 33 - the Post 9/11 GI Bill for veterans 
• Chapter 33 - the Post 9/11 GI Bill for family members using benefits transferred 
• Chapter 35 – Survivors and Dependents Educational Assistance 
• Chapter 1606 - the Montgomery GI Bill Selected Reserve/National Guard
• Veterans Educational Assistance (VEAP) 
• National Call to Service 



There’s always a form to complete!!

The VA work study application is: 

VA form 22-8691 





PLEASE NOTE

• You must submit the enrollment certification 
BEFORE you submit the application for VA 
Work Study, otherwise it will be returned 

• You must not submit the application for VA 
Work Study more than 45 days prior to the 
start of the semester, otherwise it will be 
returned 

• The VA may permit the student veteran to start 
work up to 30 days prior to the start of the 
semester 



PLEASE NOTE

• The VA may permit the student veteran to work during 
or in between enrollment periods 

• You must submit the Work Study Contract and Work 
Study Time Record(s) via the Ask A Question portal:  
http://gibill.custhelp.va.gov) 

• You must submit the Time Record after each 50 hours 
of service  

• To speak with VA Work Study, call 1.855.225.1159, 
press 2 (site supervisors only)

http://gib/
http://www.gibill.custhelp.va.gov/


Develop work study opportunities for your 
students beyond your campus: 

• VA facility
• State Veterans agency 
• College, university, or other institution of higher learning in any 

Veteran-related role. (For example, you could help Veteran students 
with general questions about Veteran benefits, process documents for 
Veterans, or maintain and organize Veteran-related files.)

• Local Veterans Service Agency 
• Non-VA Facility offering services exclusively to veterans (e.g. 

Rockland Homes for Heroes) 



How to be approved as a 
VA Work Study Site  

There’s always a form to complete!!





Sample Job Description

• Assist Coordinator of Veterans Affairs in general office duties, (such as, outreach to 
other Veterans clubs and other Veterans organizations)

• Assist with processing of VA paperwork
• Assist with ongoing audit of VA files to ensure compliance
• Assist with VA Advisory Board with scheduling meetings and taking minutes   
• Answering phone calls from veterans 
• Assist with certification of student veterans 
• Regular maintenance of Veterans lounge & supplies  



PLEASE NOTE

• Make sure the student is trained to do the work
• Make sure the student doesn’t work before or after the 

effective dates
• Initial all entries on the Time Record each day
• Ensure the student is supervised



Learning Objectives-Review

• Understand how programs can expand capacity 
through utilizing VA Work Study students

• Understand how to access and implement VA 
Work Study

• Recommendations on how other campuses 
integrate student workers into their program 



Testimonials 

“utilizing VA Work Study has had a  transformative effect on the 
Veterans Service Agency, as we now have an office full of 
veterans assisting other veterans”

Captain Susan Branam, USA, Director of the Rockland County 
Veterans Service Agency 



Contact Information

Credit: Mohawk Valley

Jonathan Barnwell 
Rockland Community College

845-574-4105
jbarnwel@sunyrockland.edu

mailto:jbarnwel@sunyrockland.edu


My parents, Joseph P Barnwell and 
B.Jackie Coates, both US Army in Europe, WWII.  
My niece, 2ndLt Nicole R. SantaMaria, USMC.   
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