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MESSAGE FROM OUR VICE 

PRESIDENT 

 

Well fellow off-campus friends, the time 

has come to say good b ye to our friend summer. 

Seems only yesterday we were strapping our 

bikinis on and heading to the beach. Soon these 

warm days that made a delayed entry into the 

Hudson Valley will be gone and we’ll have our 

heads buried in our books at the library. As you 

make your way around campus you may notice 

that the outside of the Student Union (SU) looks 

like it has seen better days. So what’s the deal 

you may ask? Susan and I decided to take a walk 

up to the Student Activities Office, to see 

Director, Mike Patterson, to see what exactly 

was going on there. We found that there was a 

giant wall in our way and that his office has been 

moved to the other side of the Student Union. So 

we marched on in, our main goal being to find 

out what all this construction means for off 

campus students and New Paltz as a whole. 

 

 So the big question is what is going to 

happen this semester and how is it going to affect 

you? Well first and foremost, the staircase 

behind the information desk from the first floor 

of the building leading to the second floor is now 

closed off. As I stated earlier, SAUS (Student 

Activities and Union Services) has been 

relocated to their new offices where the Purple 

Lounge used to be. Everyone should take time to 

stop by and see them; all the offices have that 

new carpet smell!   

 

 As many of you may know, one of the 

goals of the Off Campus Student Union was to 

get a lounge for commuter students. So that was 

one of our first questions to Mike concerning the 

on-going construction at the Student Union. 

When we asked Mike about this he ecstatically 

replied “The Student Union should be a home for 

Off-Campus and Commuter students!” Mike 

If youôre on Facebook, be sure to add our ñOff-Campus Student Unionò group! 
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SPIRIT WEEKEND ! 
 

For the first time ever, the Residence Hall 

Student Association (RHSA) has invited the off-

campus student population to participate in the 

annual Spirit Day Competition as members of the 

Off-Campus Student Union.  Activities will 

include field events, a photo scavenger hunt, lip-

syncing contest, and banner contest. 

 

Spirit Weekend is Saturday and Sunday 

September 26
th
 and 27

th
 but some preparations 

must start now including making a banner, 

coming up with a mascot and more.   

 

If you are interested in being part of this event 

please contact Susan (SLi61@newpaltz) and put 

ñSpirit Weekendò in the subject line. 

Donnie Martin, OCSU Vice President 



 
MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 

(continued) 

As many of you may know, one of the goals of 

the Off Campus Student Union was to get a lounge for 

commuter students. So that was one of our first questions 

to Mike concerning the on-going construction at the 

Student Union. When we asked Mike about this he 

ecstatically replied “The Student Union should be a home 

for Off-Campus and Commuter students!” Mike 

explained that one of the goals of the department and the 

building is to give off-campus students a place to go for a 

break from classes. Unlike on campus students, we do not 

have rooms in the residence halls to head to for a break. 

Mike wants to change that. He wants us to want to come 

to the Union for our lunch breaks, between classes or just 

to catch an event, program or activity that is going on. 

This will be made possible by the new additions to the 

Student Union. A new lounge is going to be built next to 

the bookstore which will include things like billiard 

tables, a sitting area for watching TV and hanging out, 

computer terminals, and ample seating space.  

 

 Susan and I dropped by Josh Gorfein’s office (the 

Graduate Assistant in the Student Activities Office and 

advisor to the Off-Campus Student Union) to see what 

the fall semester holds for New Paltz, specifically off 

campus students. Beginning in September, Student 

Activities will be holding “Living Off-Campus 101” 

workshops. These information sessions are specifically 

designed to help students living off campus. From what 

Josh has told me, there will be an abundance of 

information on everything from renter’s rights to tips on 

where to look for resources you can use. Finally, be on 

the look-out for my personal favorite, Off-Campus 

Student Appreciation Days. Well have a great semester 

everyone, Susan and I are looking forward to seeing 

everyone at OSCU events.  

                                                                                                  

OSCU VP Donnie Martin 
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New Construction 

 

New Student Activities & Union Services Office in 

SU 211 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 

MORE THAN A MEMBER OF 

OCSU?  
 

We have the following positions 

available: 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Public Relations 
 

Itôs a great resume builder! 

 

If youôre interested and want more 

information, please contact  

Susan (SLi61@newpaltz.edu)  

or  

Donnie (Donnie.Martin43@newpaltz.edu) 
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