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 Born in Birmingham, Alabama in 1945, Tobias Wolff is an acclaimed 
contemporary American short story writer, novelist, memoirist, editor, and journalist. 
Wolff served in the US Army from 1964-68, including for a year as a first lieutenant in 
Special Forces during a tour of Vietnam. His experiences in the armed forces became the 
basis for his short story collection Back in the World (1985). In 1972, Wolff earned a BA 
(with honors) from Oxford University. Three years later, he married Catherine Dolores 
Spohn, a clinical social worker, and launched his literary career, publishing his first 
novel, Ugly Rumors, set in Vietnam. Wolff next simultaneously held the prestigious 
Wallace Stegner Fellowship in creative writing as well as a Jones Lectureship, both at 
Stanford University, where he earned an MA in 1978. A National Endowment for the 
Arts award in Creative Writing soon followed.  
 Wolff rose to national prominence with the publication of his first short story 
collection, In the Garden of !orth American Martyrs (1981), which earned him several 
honors and awards, including a Guggenheim fellowship. He continued his prolific 
publishing career, releasing a book every two to three years. His best-known works 
include the short story collection Back in the World (1985), the memoir This BoyÕs Life 
(1989), adapted into a 1993 film starring Robert De Niro, Ellen Barkin, and a young 
Leonardo DiCapra; the memoir In PharaohÕs Army: Memories of the Lost War (1994), 
and the novel Old School (2003), a finalist for the 2004 National Book Critics Circle 
Prize for Fiction, the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and the PEN/Faulkner Award. Most 
recently Wolff published Our Story Begins: !ew and Selected Stories (2008). Tobias 
Wolff lives in northern California and teaches at Stanford University. 
 As a novelist and writer of short fiction, Wolff is noted for his minimalist style 
and abbreviated character development. His short stories typically begin in medias res, 
that is, in the middle of events, with only glimpses of how characters became involved. 
Many of his writings feature loners or misfits, often faced with moral choices while 
trying to understand the emptiness of their inner lives in relation to the material world 
that surrounds them. Though writing about a wide range of characters, distant from each 
other in age, class, and geography, Wolff has stated that most of his work is drawn from 
his own life and experiences, notably service in Vietnam. Offering well-made stories and 
reportage in the modernist tradition, Wolff aims at universal truths. As fellow author 
Raymond Carver has described Tobias WolffÕs craft, ÒHe has gotten his hands on our 
shared secrets, and heÕs out to tell everything he knows.Ó 


