Born in Birmingham, Alabama in 194%pbias Wolff is an acclaimed
contemporary Americashort story writer, novelist, memoirist, editor, and journalist.
Wolff served in the US Army from 19688, includingfor a yearas a first lieutenanh
Special Forces during a tour of Vietnam. His experiences in the armed forces became the
basis for hislsort story collectiorBack in the World1985).In 1972, Wolff earned a BA
(with honors) from Oxford University. Three years later, he married Catherine Dolores
Spohn, a clinical social worker, and launched his literary career, publisisifigst
novel,Ugly Rumorsset in Vietnam. Wolff next simultanedudeld the prestigious
Wallace Stegner Fellowship in crieeg writing as well as a Jones Lectureship, both at
Stanford Universitywhere he earned an MA in 1978. A National Endowment for the
Arts award n Creative Writing soon followed.

Wolff rose to national prominence with the publication of his first short story
collection,In the Garden of !orth American Martyr§1981), which earned him several
honors and awards, including a Guggenheim fellowshgpcdhtinued his prolific
publishing career, releasing a book every two to three ydarbestknown works
include theshort story collectioBack in the World1985) the memoiiThis BoyOs Life
(1989), adapted into a 1993 film starring Robert De NirlwrEBarkin, and a young
Leonardo DiCaprahe memoiin PharaohOs Army: Memories of the Lost (¥884),
andthe novelOld Schook2003, a finalist for the 2004 National Book Critics Circle
Prize for Fiction, thé.os Angeles TimeBook Prize, and the PER&ulkner AwardMost
recently Wolff published®ur Story Begins: lew and Selected Stor{@908).Tobias
Wolff lives in northern California and teaches at Stanford University.

As a novelisiand writer of short fiction, Wolff is noted for his minimalistlsty
and abbreviated character development. His short stories typically begin in medias res,
that is, in the middle of events, with only glimpses of how characters became involved.
Many of his writings feature lonews misfits, ofterfaced with moral choicewhile
trying to understand the emptiness of their inner lives in relation to the material world
that surrounds thenThough writing about a wide range of characters, distant from each
other in age, class, and geography, Wolff has stated that mostwadrkiss drawn fron
his own life and experiences, notably service in Vietnam. Offeringmadle stories and
reportage in the modernist tradition, Wolff aims at universal truths. As fellow author
Raymond Carver has described Tobias WidftraftOHe has gen his hands on our
shared secrets, and heOs out to tell everything he knows.O



