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3 student
leaders
fight SUNY

B Student Association President
Justin Holmes says he is being punished
for his libertarian views — a charge the
New Paltz college calls groundless.

By KATHRYN GILL
Freeman staff

NEW PALTZ — Justin
Holmes, the Student Assdcia-
tion president at SUNY New
Paltz, is appealing his suspen-
gsion for allegedly harassing
Residence Life Director Corin-
na Caracci the night he won
the association election.

R.J. Partington III, the asso-
clabon's wvice president, was
expelled, and Dan Curtis, pres-
ident of the statewide SUNY
Student Assembly, also was
suspended from the college
over the same incident, which
oocurred April 27, The three
are represented by civil rights
lawyer Michael Sussman.

Holmes, who faces charges of
harassment and possession of
stolen property, said it is his
political agenda and cam
activismn that led officials to
press charges against him.,

“T have never engaged in any
kind of threatening or harassing
actions towards Ms, Caracei or
anyone else,” Holmes wrote in an
email. “T have video evidence
which documents the entivety of
my involvement in the encounter
— evidence she obviously did not
realize existed when she filed a
deceitful police report.”

The college, in a statement on
its Web site, calls the idea that

students were being punished
for their activism “unfounded.”

“Just like any other student,
student leaders are subject to
campus rules and regulations,”
the college said.

“T don't think sanyone should
assume a 3second video pre
sented by someone in their
own defemze should decide any-
thing,” added Eric Gullickson,
the college spokesman. :

“T am quite sure the adminis
tration 15 at odds with the pro-
gressive/libertarian  student
movement, in which T have come
to be seen as a leader, because of
our use of and advocacy sur
rounding technology, drugs and
transparent decision-making,”
Holmes said. “T have said for
some time that SUNY New Paltz
should join the rest of the SUNY
gystem by ending our policy of
mandatory expulsion for con-
trolled substance possession.”

Holmes also advocated for a stu-
dent militia, which, in his email,
he called merely a “thought exper
iment” fo expose the media’s
obsession with sensationalism.

Holmes was charged with pos
gesgion of stolen property on May
9. He said he had been working
late in the Student Association
office and fell asleep on a leeping
hag that was left in the office when
he was arrested by campus police,

“The sleeping bags had been in
our office complex for about a year
. and never left the Student
Union Building,” he said. *1 believe
that this arrest ... is part of a sys
tematic campaign to intimidate
and humiliate student leaders in
response to the large and growing
progressve and ]J'.be:rtanan move-

ments on our CﬂIﬂp’LlS 1



