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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

JUSTIN HOLMES and

RICHARD PARTINGTON, III,
Plaintiffs,
-against- 1:06-CV-977
(LEK/RFT)
STEVEN G. POSKANZER, sued in his individual
capacity, L. DAVID ROONEY, VICE PRESIDENT
FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS, sued in his individual STRICT COURT
capacity, PAUL ZUCKERMAN, sued in his individual ARS) Di"ﬁ oF Y.
capacity, JONATHAN RASKIN, sued in his individual MY e
capacity, STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT o
NEW PALTZ, R it
- ERY
Defendants. L OLERA
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MEMORANDUM-DECISION AND ORDER

L Background

Presently before this Court is an application for a preliminary injunction brought by
Plaintiffs Justin Holmes and Richard Partington, III (collectively “Plaintiffs”) seeking to prohibit
defendants “from enforcing suspensions against plaintiffs from attendance as matriculated students
at the State University of New York at New Paltz with all associated perquisites, rights, and
privileges pending final resolution of this matter.” Order to Show Cause (Dkt. No. 3). Plaintiffs are
both students at the State University of New York at New Paltz (“SUNY-New Paltz”) and are
actively involved in student government there. Plntf’s Mem. of Law (Dkt. No. 2, Attach. 8) at 1-2.

The case before the Court arises out of an alleged confrontation on April 28, 2006' between

! Defendants state that the incident at issue occurred on April 27, 2006.
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Plaintiffs? and Corinna Caracci, then-Director of Residential Life at SUNY-New Paltz. Id. at 2.
Caracci subsequently filed a harassment complaint against Plaintiffs that was referred to a Campus
Hearing Committee (“Hearing Committee™). Eaton Aff. (Dkt. No. 5, Attach. 3) at §93-6. The
Hearing Committee was composed of two faculty members, Defendants Paul Zuckerman and
Jonathan Raskin, and one student, William Pizzano. Id. The hearing was held on June 2, 2006 and
the Hearing Committee issued a decision the following day finding clear and convincing evidence
that Plaintiffs had harassed Caracci as defined by SUNY-New Paltz’s rules. Id. at §14. On July 25,
2006, SUNY-New Paltz’s designated appeals officer upheld the Hearing Committee’s
determination. Id. at 416. Ultimately, Defendant Steven Poskanzer, President of SUNY-New Paltz,
adopted the Hearing Committee’s recommended sanctions and suspended Plaintiff Holmes for one
year and Plaintiff Partington for an unspecified duration.’ Id.

Plaintiffs filed a Complaint and a Motion for preliminary injunction seeking (1) to enjoin
Poskanzer, Zuckerman, Raskin, and L. David Rooney, Vice President for Student Affairs at SUNY-
New Paltz (collectively “Individual Defendants”), as well as SUNY-New Paltz from suspending

Plaintiffs and (2) compensatory and punitive damages and attorneys fees from Poskanzer. Dkt. No.

1,2.

? A third student allegedly participated in the harassment, but is not a plaintiff in the present
matter.

* The Hearing Committee originally recommended that Plaintiff Partington be expelled,
however, the appeals officer recommended that Defendant Poskanzer reduce the sanction to a
suspension because no student in the recent past had been expelled from SUNY-New Paltz for
harassment. Eaton Affidavit (Dkt. No. 5, Attach. 3) at §16.
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