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exhibition/auction

Through a lens, starkly

“INSCRIPTION,” VIDEO/PHOTOGRAPHY COLLABORATION

BY PHILIPPINE HOEGEN & CAROLIEN STIKKER, OPENS NEXT SATURDAY
AT SUNY-NEW PALTZ'S DORSKY MUSEUM WHILE BENEFIT AUCTION

AT CANAL HOUSE UNFOLDS THIS SATURDAY

msterdam-

based

Philippine

Hoegen

d Caro-

ien Stikker

began collaboratingon

photographs asabreak

from their disciplined

approaches to video

and still photography,

respectively. The idea

was to both examine

a landscape in new

ways and, by point-

ing a video camera

through the classic

crosshalched lens of a Hasselblad, break the illusive elements of both media and
render a new approach to the reality of the worlds that we inhabit.

They began experimenting with their techniques during a visit to Istanbul, and
were commissioned to create a series of new pieces for SUNY-New Paltz's Samuel
Dorsky Museum of Art after curator Brian Wallace — who had worked with Stikker’s
large, spare photos years earlier while at Bard — staried seeing some of their new
imagery. “It started off as an investigation of landscape,” Wallace said early this
summer, as the Dutch-born Stikker and Austrian Hoegen were finishing up at least
the shooting portion of their project, which opens at the Museum next Saturday,
September 19, as “Inscription.” “It evolved info a look into the very precepts of
perception.”

The two, who had spent.time In the area previously but never with so focused
an eye, spent hours driving about, searching out settings to begin looking within.
Then they'd let what was around them work on them, allowing the underlying pat-
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‘terns by which we imprint our landscapes come through subtly. Both described

the interaction between idea and search, landscape and discovery, as a chicken/
egg conundrum. In the end, after three weeks, what came through were patterns
of use: a sort of mapping of the ways our systems of seeing affect what we experi-
ence, the world we inhabit. "

This is truly contemporary work — seemingly cold and intellectualized on first

glimpse, but quickly revealing itself as intuitively alive to nuances beyond what we
expect of ourselves. It's slow-moving, breaking down barriers between still pho-
tography and moving images, and truly beautiful, on a purely aesthetic level.

it opens, as part of what's been a sterling year at the Dorsky, alongside a ret-
rospective of Hudson Valley imagery by the more traditional photographer Greg
Miller, whose 80-foot-by-three-inch panoramic portraits of each bank of the Hudson
opened earlier this summer, and will stay on view at the galleries — along with a
sterling collection of lillle-seen Hudson River School works from the New-York
Historical Society — through the coming months. But that's all next weekend, on
Saturday, September 19 from 4 to 6 p.m., with the Dutch-based artists giving a
lecture on their process and lindings in SUNY-New Paltz Leclure Cenler 102 at
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday evening, September 16, and Miller doing a gallery talk in
the same room as his images at 7 p.m. on November 12. In between, and related,
will be a lecture, "Geology of the Hudson River Valley and the Art it Inspired.” by
the school’s emeritus professor of Geological Sciences, Gilbert J. Brenner, at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, September 23 in Lecture Center 108.

This Saturday evening, on September 12, the Dorsky will meanwhile hold a major
tundraising event, “Fine Wine + Fine Art,” that will include tastings of wine, hors
d'osuvres from the DePuy Canal House, artisanal cheese and chocolates, fine
ports and an auction of fine wine and fine.art chaired by Steven Kolpan, profes-
sor and chair of Wine Studies at the Culinary Institute of America and co-author
of Exploring Wine and Wine Wise. Auctioneer Fred Mayo will guide bidding on a
selection of collectable wines and limited-edition prints by Henry Moore, Robert
Rauschenberg, Mary Frank, Lynn Chadwick, Richard Hunt, Fernand Leger and
Hank Virgona (as well as a weeklong stay in a Swiss village). For lickets and
more information, go to www.newpaltz.edwmuseum or call (845) 257-3240.
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