Times Herald Record, August 16, 2007, Page 5

SUNY New Paltz on ‘Hot' list

By Jeremiah Horrigan
Times Herald-Record
Jharrigandth-record.com

New Paltz - For SUNY New Paltz offi-
cials, Christmas came early this week.
Newsweek magazine has named the
school the “Hottest Small State School®
in the country.

Not just in the state. Mot just within the
SUNY system. In the country,

“It's great to see others acknowledge us
for what we've always known oursebves to
be,” said a very happy David Eaton, vice
president for enrollment management.

The magazine's first-ever 25 Hottest
Schools compilation includes some tradi-
tional heavy hitters in its list - Princeton,
Harvard, Johns Hopkins — in categories
considerably less formal than U. 8. News
& World Report's exhaustive annual sur-
VEY.

The magazine acknowledges its list is
subjective and informal - *but in a good
way"

Rather than relying on numerical as-
sessments from college administrators,
Newsweek interviewed students, par-
ents, educational experts and, most es-
pecially, high school guidance counsel-
ors, arguing they were the people most
in tune with what's hot and what's not.

Three friends stood in the shade of a
maple on the campus yesterday. They
hadn't heard the news.

“¥ou mean ‘hot’ as in ‘cool'?" agked
Lissa Eraza. “0Oh yeah, it's cool here.”

Her friends Sermania Arias and Erica
Pagan concurred enthusiastically, prais-
ing the school for its diversity and friend-
liness at the student, faculty and admin-
istrative levels.

All three were on campus a week ahead
of the incoming freshman class; they'll
be mentoring new students as part of the
college's mmh—pra:&ed Educational Op-
portunity Progra

Martha Talt "i'.’atkins a SUNY New
Paltz career counselor, said she wasn't
surprised by the designation.

“We've always known we were hot,”
she said with a knowing smile.
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Alicia Mejlas chose SUNY New Paltz
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a rush of festivities that included Jam
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