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Editoria'i 

Ineguities in UisterC9unty
 
~ . I ," 

A new stuetr'ofthe operation ofpr~p. '. ,'. Despite imposing the lowest ~ 
erty taxes til Ulster County i.l!', sober; '.'burd~ninUlster County, the Onteora 
t~~htful and even-handed. We highly district spent more, per pupil in 2006 

, cJ~e~d this report, not only to the' '($19,060) than any other school district', 
re~idenu\ of lJlster County, but also to 'enrolling Ulster County students. By 
'the broader populace of the Mid-Hud~ 'way of contrast,' the adjacent Sauger­
son Valley,' , ' , ties 'Central SchoQl l)istrict spent 

A product of the new Center fqr $12,472 per student, a.stunning $6,588 
Research, Regional Education and Out- or 34.6 perc~nt less. 
reach at SUNY New Paltz, the report, • Residents of the city of Kingston 
"Equity and the Property Tax Burden and the county's three villages general- , 
for Citizens in Ulster County," illumi~ ly pay the most property taxes, largely 
nates the problem of inequities among because the constrained geographical­
propertY' taxing jurisdictions. ' . b~eadth of the jurisdictions limit prop­
~ong the interesting observations erty wealth, while the centrality of ser­

of the report's authors are: vices provided tend to concentrate 
• There is a wide' variation ,of tax, poverty, ,and the demand, for services 

bases for, similar f1mctions, such ~ that com~iwith,thatpoyerty. , 
school districts, there being no neces-, • Property taxes for homeowners in, 
sary correlation between tax base. and the city of Kingston are 22.7 percent 
need. ' , higher. than the a've~~wewithin,,the 
'. There is a wide variation of,taxes county. Property taxes for businessel;l 

that may be, paid within l.J1ster,County in the city. are 55 percent higher than. 
by persons owning properties of simi- "the averag~.·,,' ' ,. 
lar actul:jI value. At one extrey:J.e, a Mar- • Resid~n~ 9f"$~. ~es "of, New, 
b*town resident of the On&lpra' Cen-, Paltz, Sl:l,ugerties;'AAd.~t~~yill~'; pay, 
tr~ School District pays slightly mo~e , respectiY!~:~f:8:.p,(;!I;Ce,ti,,~: 24.ape~cent; 
than; $15 per $1,000 o~~ fu!l.'value,m',' and47.8:p~rCen,~: "~~ ,~~~pe~' 
t<fa!'property taxes, whichmcludes all"ty taxes ~,~~, " , " ; ~W~p,oz:,~;,~,~", 
jurisdictions, such as town, county and "Taken as' a whole/the inequities' 
school. 'Meanwhile,' a village of reve~ed by this' study within Ulster 
Ellenville resident pays more ~ $45 ' ~!JuntY, .which ~ essentially a,s. 
per $1,000 of full value. '",political community of commo;l;l:in~,' 
'. The Onteora' Central SchoolDis-,ests are irrational as a matter"on)otJ1 

trict has the largest per-pupil property' poli~'".and equity'and; henc~,' iiisup­
tax base in Ulster County. The' dis-,' portable. ' , " 
trict's fiVe Ulster County towns pay the It doesn't have to be this way. The 
four lowest and seventh-lowest com- boundaries of taxing jurisdictions are 
bined property ~ rates among the 55 political constructs that can be 
major taxing layers within Uls~rCoun- :reshaped, reformed or, in the' case of 
ty. , "villIiges, eliminated entirely. And, ,as 

the authors of the study note, some 
'states' ''have 'sh&l"ed property taX 
receipts among local jurisdictions in, 
the pm;suit, ofgr~aterequity. ' , 

UlSter'CoUnty 'residents took a bold 
step in seeking to reshape their form of 
couno/governpnce by adopting a char-, 
ter government that will take effect on 
Jan. 1. Of course, in large part it took 
the outrage of a county jail project that 
was incompetently, if not crilDinaJ}.y, 
misqumaged to achieve tq.~,re~wm.\' 

The inequities revealed by this study' 
are no less outrageous. They cry out for 
the attention of this political communi­
ty. ' 


