
State of  
the College 
August 21, 2015 

Donald P. Christian, President 



Regina Calcaterra ’88 
Distinguished Speaker 

March 2015 



Melly Maldonado ’15 
Fund-raising Event, June 2015 













FACILITATION PREVAILS  
in harsh, stressful, resource- limited 

environment 

COMPETITION PREVAILS  
in “richer” environments 



What does it mean to be a liberally educated person?...  

What exactly do we mean by liberal education…? 

“Only Connect...” 
   The Goals of a Liberal Education 

William Cronon 
American Scholar, 67(4), 1998 











SUNY New Paltz Archaeological 

Field School at Huguenot Street  

July 2015 

 







New Faculty 2015 



Dr. Stella Deen 

Interim Provost & Vice 

President for Academic 

Affairs 

Lee Bernstein 

Interim Associate 

Provost for 

Undergraduate Studies 

Jennifer Mokren 

Dean 

School of Fine & 

Performing Arts 



Robin Cohen-La Valle 

Dean of Students 

 

Maureen Lohan-Bremer 

Director of Financial Aid 

Laura Schultz 

Registrar  



Michael Keegan Leonard Boccia ’89 Mickey Jamal Mary Etta Schneider Barbara Scherr 

Brent Cutler ’79 

Arthur A. Anderson 

Anthony P. Costa Karen Dorsky Patrick J. Doulin Noah P. Dorsky 

Fitzarnaz Drummond ’06 Myra Kressner ’76 Michael Mosher James Passikoff Giancarlo Traverso 

Philip M. Berkowitz ’75 

Susan Najork ’67 ’70g 



Moving In Day at Esopus Hall 

 



• A Personalized, Residential Campus 

• Rigorous Academics 

• Open, Inclusive, and Equitable Community 

• A Spirit of Exploration, Discovery, and Artistry 

• Educating Each Student as a Whole Person 

• Intellectual and Cultural Resource in the Region 

Our Values 



Saturday Arts Lab 

Community-based arts 

program. 





Saturday Arts Lab 

Community-based arts 

program. 





Higher education 
in a new climate 



37 additional tenure-line faculty positions 
(of 45 net new full-time faculty positions) 







Scholarship Donors and Recipients 2014-2015 
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Long Island 

Mid-Hudson 

New York State 

New York City 

Other regions 



Welcoming new students 

Convocation 2014 

















REASONING 
EVALUATING 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

DECISION MAKING 

ANALYZING 





 

SWAT TEAM 

Interim Provost 

VP Student Affairs 

VP Enrollment Management 

Dean of Academic Advising 

Associate Registrar 

Assistant VP for Budget 

Associate Dean of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

Associate Dean of Science & Engineering  

Associate Dean of Fine & Performing Arts 



 8-Semester Plans/Templates 





Co-curricular transcript 

Diversity Awareness 

Leadership Skills 

Works Independently 

Problem Solving 

 

 

 



Biochemistry 

Astronomy 

Disaster Mental Health 

Mechanical Engineering 

Deaf Studies 

Online MBA 

Digital Arts & Humanities  





Professor George Kuh 









Dr. Steven Jones 



Student Health and Counseling Center 











“Let’s be the best at getting better.” 
Nancy L. Zimpher, Chancellor, SUNY System  



Ridgeview Hall Fall 2015 





Wooster January 2016 



Sojourner Truth Library Fall 2015 



New Science Building January 2017 



New Engineering Building - Mohonk Walk Approach

Lomonaco & Pitts, Architects P.C.

Engineering Hub NYS 2020 Grant 





Our progress 

External environment 

Financial constraints 

Liberal education 

Student success 

Inspiring campus environment 



2015 Initiatives 
• Advancing Student Success 

 Increase High-Impact Practices 

 Add and Refine Living-Learning Communities 

 Improve Course Availability and Scheduling 

 Enhance Transfer Student Experience 

 Improve Academic Advising 

 Refine and Invigorate Curriculum 



• Direct Attention to Equity and Inclusion 

• Pilot a Faculty Mentoring Program  

• Middle States Periodic Review Report 

• Raise at least $3.3 million 

• Expand Alumni Engagement 

• Improve processes 

• Search for Provost/VP for Academic Affairs 

2015 Initiatives 
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