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Seen & heard Seen & heard 

Campus 
Improvements
The landscape of campus has seen 
dramatic improvements in recent 
years, and the trend will continue 
well into the 2020s. Though some 
delays are in effect due to the  
state having reached its annual  
disbursement limits for the fiscal 
year, major projects continue to  
be undertaken.
 A new science building is 
slated for groundbreaking in the 
near future. To be located on the 
northwestern corner of campus, 
the building will act as a gateway to 
the college. Designed to enhance 
student-faculty interactions, it will 
include improved, interdisciplinary 
teaching laboratories and class-
rooms. It will house the computer 
science, geology, mathematics, and 
physics departments. 
 Renovation is also underway 
on the Wooster Science Building, 
which is transforming into a stu-

dent services hub that will include 
financial aid, records and registra-
tion, and academic advising offices. 
A dining area will be added on the 
first floor, and a loft-style lounge on 
the second floor.
 The first portion of Mohonk 
Walk, a tree-lined pedestrian path 
stretching from campus’s northern 
edge to van den Berg Hall, was 
completed in summer 2012. It con-
nects with the new Excelsior Con-
course near the Sojourner Truth 
Library, which is being renovated, 
restructured, and reorganized. The 
second portion, from Excelsior 
Concourse to van den Berg Hall, 
will be completed as state funds, 
which have already been allocated, 
are disbursed.

New Faces at  
New Paltz
In addition to inaugurating 
President Donald P. Christian as 
president in April 2012, New Paltz 

welcomed a host of new, senior 
administrators over the past year.
 
W. Mark Colvson, dean of the 
Sojourner Truth Library
Former associate director of the 
James A. Cannavino Library at 
Marist College in Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., Colvson will be responsible 
for providing strategic leadership 
for the library during the ongoing 
renovation.  

Tanhena Pacheco Dunn, Esq., 
executive director for compliance 
and campus climate
For nearly 11 years, Pacheco Dunn 
served as the assistant director of 
human resources at Vassar College 
in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. At New 
Paltz, she is responsible for moni-
toring the college’s compliance 
with all applicable laws, regula-
tions, policies, and procedures. 

Philip Mauceri, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs

Mauceri joins New Paltz from 
the University of Northern Iowa, 
where he served as dean of the 
College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences and a professor of politi-
cal science. In addition to serving 
as provost at New Paltz, Mauceri 
holds tenure and professor rank 
in the Political Science Depart-
ment. His specialties are compara-
tive politics and Latin American 
politics.

Michael Rosenberg, dean of the 
School of Education
Rosenberg comes to New Paltz 
from Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, Md., where he was the 
associate dean for research in the 
School of Education and a profes-
sor in the Department of Special 

Education. Rosenberg is no strang-
er to the SUNY system; he holds 
both his master’s and bachelor’s 
degrees in special education from 
the State University College at 
Buffalo (Buffalo State).

Daniel Freedman, dean of the 
School of Science and Engineering
After serving as professor and chair 
of the Chemistry Department and 
interim dean of the School of Sci-
ence and Engineering, Freedman 
accepted this new post in spring 
2012. His responsibilities include 
overseeing undergraduate and 
graduate programs in astronomy, 
biology, biochemistry, chemistry, 
computer science, engineering, en-
vironmental geochemical science, 
geology, mathematics, and physics.

(clockwise from top left) 
John Turturro talks with 
SUNY New Paltz President 
Donald Christian and his 
wife Sandy; the Absolut A 
Capella group performs for 
alumni in the Student Union; 
Lantern Society Dinner; 
performers in Parker 
Theatre during Reunion.

Reunion 2012
New Paltz's Alumni Reunion 
Weekend brought together gradu-
ates, faculty, and the community 
from Friday, Sept. 21, to Sunday, 
Sept. 23. A few highlights of the 
weekend included an appearance 
by actor John Turturro ’79 (The-
atre Arts) at a screening of the film 
"Passione," which he directed and 
starred in. Turturro also participat-
ed in a Theatre Career Discussion 
Panel. Attendees enjoyed a wine 
tasting with Michael Migliore ’78 
(Chemistry), manager, owner, and 
founder of Whitecliff Wineries, 
and a Heritage Alumni Luncheon 
in honor of Robert and Henri-
etta Mountz ’68, ’71g (Speech 
Communication and Second-
ary Education, respectively) and 
former dean of the School of 
Education, Robert Michael ’75. 
The Educational Opportunity Pro-
gram (EOP) hosted a social and a 
“New Paltz Generations” reception 
was held for alumni with children 

Students enjoy the newly constructed Mohonk 
Walk, located between the science buildings 
(Resnick and Coykendall) and Old Main Quad.



A global view of the SUNY New Paltz 
alumni community

Declaring that SUNY New Paltz 
alumni “are one of our greatest 
resources,” President Donald P. 
Christian has announced steps that 
he believes will allow the College 
“to do a vastly better job of building 
a worldwide alumni community.” 
 “We are a global institution with 
graduates living in countries around 
the world,” he said. “We have an 
obligation – indeed, a privilege – to 
engage them in the exciting future 
that awaits their alma mater.”
 Christian noted that Brenda Dow 
has been named director of the of-
fice of alumni relations and brings 
to the position skills, experience, 
and enthusiasm to help build the 
relationships and initiatives needed 
for a truly effective alumni relations 
program.
 Dow has been a higher education 
administrator for more than 20 
years, responsible for alumni  
affairs, development operations, 

web management, public relations 
and marketing in public and pri-
vate colleges. She also has corporate 
and agency experience in market-
ing communications and market 
research. Dow most recently served 
as director of development services 
at New Paltz and has a bachelor’s 
degree from Cornell University and 
a master’s degree from Chapman 
University.
 The president announced the 
formation of a task force that will 
be charged with creating a draft 
mission statement and a draft 
strategic plan for the office of 
alumni relations that is congruent 
with and supportive of the College’s 
institutional priorities and SUNY 
System guidelines. The task force 
will be chaired by L. David Eaton, 
vice president for enrollment man-
agement; Dow will serve as vice 
chair. The task force will complete 
its work by June 30, 2013, at which 

time it will be dissolved.
 Other individuals who have 
been invited to join the task force 
include Brian Williams, associ-
ate director, Athletics, Recreation 
and Wellness; Shana Circe ’02, 
’08g, recruitment coordinator, 
Undergraduate Admissions; Juliet 
Coxum ’92, ’12cas, president, 
New Paltz Alumni Association; 
Alan Dunefsky ’69, ’91g, Special 
Projects, Development Office; 
Robin Cohen-LaValle ’77, ’82g, 
associate dean of students, Student 
Development; Suzanne Grady, 
director, Office of Communication 
and Marketing; Theodore Clark, 
lecturer, School of Business; and 
Myra Kressner ’76, Foundation 
Board director.
 “This is an opportune moment 
for bold action in envisioning what 
a world-class alumni engagement 
program can be,” Christian said. 
“We intend to seize it.”
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who are currently attending New 
Paltz. Campus tours, class dinners, 
museum talks and demonstrations, 
and musical entertainment also 
took place throughout the week-
end. Reunion 2013 is September 
20 to September 22.

Five years of 
distinguished 
speakers
What do syndicated columnist 
Dave Barry, Newark Mayor Cory 
Booker, and acclaimed author To-
bias Wolff have in common? They, 
and seven other notable lecturers, 
have all been hosted on campus 
by the New Paltz Distinguished 
Speaker Series. The series, now five 
years running, was founded to help 
bring accomplished authors, policy- 
makers and leaders, scientists, 
media experts, business people, 
and other luminaries to campus 
and facilitate connections between 
them and students, alumni, faculty, 
staff, and friends of the College. 
The Series hosts two speakers each 
academic year.
 The 2012-13 series featured 
renowned author Amy Waldman 

as its fall speaker. Waldman is a 
former reporter for The New York 
Times and a former national cor-
respondent for the Atlantic. She 
graduated from Yale University and 
has been a fellow at the Radcliffe 
Institute for Advanced Study and at 
the American Academy in Berlin. 
Her first novel, “The Submission,” 
which was selected as The New York 
Times Notable Book for 2011 and 
named finalist for the Hemingway/
Foundation/PEN First Fiction 
Award, was also the choice for this 
year’s community read, One Book/
One New Paltz.
 The spring speaker will be 
former Ambassador Dennis Ross. 
Ambassador Ross served President 
Obama for two years as a special 
adviser for the Persian Gulf and 
Southwest Asia under Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. He was the 
director of policy planning in the 
State Department under President 
George H. W. Bush and the special 
Middle East coordinator under 
President Bill Clinton. Ross was 
deeply involved in the shaping of 
U.S. policy in the Middle East and 
participated directly in negotiations 
for peace in the region. He is cur-
rently a counselor at the Washing-

From left to right: Maryann Fallek ’81g (Education), New Paltz High School Librarian 
Joanna Arkans, Linda Welles, Elting Memorial Library Director John Giralico ’72 (Psychology), 
Ellen Rocco, Caroline Paulson, Amy Waldman, Richard Barry, Shelley Sherman, and 
Jacqueline Andrews (Institutional Research & Planning) at a pre-reception for the 
Distinguished Speaker Series. Photo by Michael Gold.

ton Institute for Near East Policy. 
 Ross’s visit to campus is spon-
sored in part by the Center for 
Middle Eastern Dialogue, the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
and a generous gift from Howard 
Goldblatt ’73 (Political Science 
and International Relations). For 
more information about the Distin-
guished Speaker Series, visit www.
newpaltz.edu/speakerseries.

Crispell Hall grabs 
the gold
New Paltz is so green, it’s go-
ing gold! The newly renovated 
Crispell Hall residence building 
has achieved LEED Gold Certifica-
tion for New Construction and 
Major Renovations, making it the 
first LEED Gold building on the 
campus. 
 “SUNY New Paltz is committed 
to sustainability throughout the 
campus,” said John Shupe, assistant 
vice president of facilities manage-
ment. “We are always striving to 
reduce our carbon footprint and to 
find innovative approaches to sus-

tainability. This is our first LEED 
Gold building on campus, and we 
are thrilled. I’d like to commend 
our team for all their terrific work 
in achieving this milestone.”
 Buildings constructed to LEED 
standards are designed to be more 
efficient with a lower environmen-
tal impact. “Achieving LEED Gold 
for the Crispell Hall renovation is a 
significant achievement for SUNY 

New Paltz,” said John McEnrue, 
director of facilities, design and 
construction. “At minimum we 
were striving for LEED Silver, 
but through hard work and col-
laboration with our dedicated 
consultants, Architecture + (of Troy, 
N.Y.), and contractor, Kirchhoff-
Consigli Construction Management 
(of Pleasant Valley, N.Y.), we were 
able to take it to the next level.”
 Some of the energy-efficient fac-
tors that contributed to Crispell’s 
LEED Gold rating include plumb-
ing fixtures that reduce potable wa-
ter use; adhesives, paints, and wood 
products that achieve superior 
indoor air quality; and a metal roof 
with high solar reflectance value.

Deborah Amos 
named 2013 
Ottaway Professor 
Deborah Amos, an award-winning 
foreign correspondent for Na-
tional Public Radio (NPR), has 
been named the 2013 James H. 
Ottaway Sr. Professor of Journal-
ism at New Paltz. Amos will join 
the faculty in spring 2013 for a 
two-week residency of workshops 
and guest speaking on broadcast 
and multimedia journalism and 
international reporting. Amos’s 
expertise is in reporting from the 
Middle East. She has reported 
extensively on the Arab Spring and 

Crispell Hall

sectarian conflicts in the region. 
In 2012, she was one of the only 
American journalists allowed into 
war-torn Syria. Amos will present 
a lecture titled, “A Passport to the 
Middle East: A Career of Revolu-
tion, Upheaval and Hope,” on 
campus on Thursday, April 18.



 A 
Degree

A sociology major becomes a leader in the 
insurance industry. Two education majors make 
it in Hollywood as television writers and producers. 
The three have at least one thing in common: 
a New Paltz education that prepared them with 
the necessary tools for a successful career.

...and an
education

Judith O’Brien ’70 (Sociology) entered college with plans to become a teacher. 
“It was a different time,” she explains. “Women were not as predominant in the 
business world as they are today. I was interested in business, but my parents felt 
that it was not suitable for a wife and mother.” 
  After six years of teaching and a year in a doctoral program at Columbia Uni-
versity, O’Brien landed a position with Prudential Insurance Company. It was the 
beginning of a career that has led her to the claims department at Travelers Insur-
ance, where she is now a field vice president. She credits New Paltz with “contrib-
uting significantly to who I became as an individual, as a citizen,” and believes 
the liberal arts curriculum “was stimulating and thought provoking,” though she 
didn’t necessarily realize it while she was on campus. “Once I was outside of that 
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Above: Dennis Rinsler '68 (far left) and Marc Warren '68 (far right) with the cast of the Disney Channel's "Cory in the House."



environment and was applying the 
things I learned, I was able to look 

back and see how 
valuable it was to 
me.”
 Dennis Rinsler 
’68 (Elementary 
Education) also be-
came a teacher af-
ter graduation. He 
taught at a public 
school in the South 
Bronx, “a challeng-

ing situation” that he describes as 
“pretty wild.” He says he “went in 
there knowing the latest methods 
and the newest programs and 
feeling well prepared, all thanks to 
New Paltz.” 
  Little did Rinsler realize at the 
time that New Paltz not only 
prepared him for his career in the 
classroom, but for an entirely dif-
ferent path altogether. After about 
10 years of swapping stories with 
former classmate Marc Warren 
’68 (Elementary Education), who 
was teaching a borough away in 
Brooklyn, the two paired up to 
write their first screenplay. The 
script sold, and the two were 
encouraged to pursue writing 
full-time. “The movie never got 
made,” said Warren, “but we 
got a little bit of money for it. 
We decided we had to make the 
move. We pretty much sold all 
our possessions and packed up our 
families and moved out to L.A.”
  Rinsler and Warren went on to 
write and produce such popular 
hit sit-coms as “Full House,” “The 
Parent Hood,” “That’s So Raven,” 
and “Cory in the House,” among 
others. “When we walked into 
those writers’ rooms, everything 
we had learned at New Paltz came 
back to us,” said Rinsler. “Organi-
zational skills, working with small 
groups, techniques to bring out 

the best in your 
students, encourag-
ing creative and 
critical thinking. It 
was just like what 
they taught us at 
New Paltz!”
  New Paltz’s 
commitment to 
teaching critical 
intellectual ca-
pacities that are 
also career skills 
was renewed 
with the ap-
pointment of 
President Don-
ald P. Christian. 
As he stated in his 
inaugural remarks in April 2012, 
he believes that the cultivation of 
student learning and success is a 
top priority, and sees the path to 
that goal in preparing students 
with critical skills they can count 
on in a changing world. “A key 
to our future is making liberal 
education practical and practical 
education liberal,” he said.
  In summer 2012, Christian 
was invited to join the Presidents’ 
Trust, a leadership group within 
the Association of American Col-
leges and Universities (AAC&U) 
that advocates for liberal educa-
tion as the best preparation for 
students entering the workforce 
and becoming engaged citizens. 
The Trust is a select network of 
about 100 AAC&U-member col-
lege presidents who support the 
organization’s Liberal Education 
and America’s Promise (LEAP) 
initiative. 
  Christian was introduced to 
the LEAP campaign while serv-
ing as the dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Eau Claire. 
Wisconsin had been selected by 

the AAC&U to be one of three 
initial pilot states for the LEAP 
campaign, which began in 2005. 
Christian was a member of a 
system-wide advisory group on 
the liberal arts from 2004-09, and 
chaired the group from 2007-
09. During this time he worked 
closely with AAC&U on the 
campaign and spoke often about 
the value of liberal education in a 
knowledge-driven, 21st-century 
society and economy. Such an 
education provides:
•	 broad knowledge of human  
 cultures and the physical and  
 natural world
•	 in-depth knowledge in at least  
 one field
•	 and intellectual and practical  
 capacities like critical thinking,  
 problem solving and analysis,  
 and effective communication 
 — all in big demand among  
employers, and all relevant to  
a meaningful, engaged life,  
livelihood, and citizenship.
  These are the very values — 
and capacities — that O’Brien 
appreciates most in looking back 
at her New Paltz experience. She 

also looks for similar traits in her 
own workforce. “When I look at 
the environment today, it’s ever 
changing and it’s dynamic,” she 
said. “What a New Paltz educa-
tion did for me was provide a 
platform and a context to view the 
world through a variety of lenses. 
A liberal arts education supports 
creative thinking and thought-
ful solution generation. I think 
it helps your ability to think in 
broad terms. That’s really impor-
tant to business.”
  She added, “In today’s world 
of business, being able to work 
collaboratively and have effective 
working relationships with others, 
to understand others’ perspectives 
so that you can work effectively 
with them or can influence them 
to work in a different way, is a 
hugely important skill set for 
people to have in order to be suc-
cessful.” She notes written com-
munication skills, flexibility, and 
knowledge of other cultures as a 
few necessary qualities for an effec-
tive workplace. “Whatever specialty 
a business focuses on, they will 
teach you what you need to know 
about it. You don’t necessarily need 
to know those things going into 
it. But working in collaboration, 
building relationships, problem 
solving, those are skills a liberal arts 
education can teach you.”
  For Warren, many of the 
skills he would come to rely on 
throughout his career were picked 
up outside of the classroom. He 
was in the Phi Eta Sigma frater-
nity, was a member of the New 
Paltz Players theater club, sat on 
the Student Disciplinary Council, 
and was on the staff of The Oracle 
student newspaper. “Being in-
volved with the Players, especially, 
introduced me to a different type 

of person — they were kind of the 
quirky outsiders — and I became 
close friends with a lot of them,” 
Warren said. “It also exposed me 
to the process of playwriting, the 
rehearsal process, directing, prepa-
ration, learning about characters 
… Although at the time I had no 
clue that I was going to become a 
writer, those experiences made a 
big impression on me.” More than 
four decades after Warren gradu-
ated from New Paltz, the College 
prides itself on ensuring abundant 
access to such learning opportuni-
ties outside the classroom and the 

fact that New Paltz students take 
full advantage of them.   
  Rinsler was also impressed by 
his New Paltz experience and put 
the lessons he learned into practice 
throughout his career. “There are 
very different processes behind 
writing for movies and writing for 
TV,” said Rinsler. “It has a lot to 
do with organizing and manag-
ing hundreds of people who are 
involved. I credit New Paltz for 
giving me that training. I know 
that it contributed greatly to my 
success.” S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K
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Leadership group promotes “Liberal Education and 
America’s Promise”
The Presidents’ Trust’s 
Liberal Education 
and America’s Prom-
ise (LEAP) initiative 
provides a framework 
for hundreds of colleges 
and universities to make 
significant changes 
to help their students, 
across the spectrum of 
major fields of study, 
achieve higher levels 
of learning as well as 
strong intellectual and 
practical skills. Since 
joining the program, 
President Christian is 
reaching out to businesses in the Hudson Valley to further strengthen 
the College’s impact in the region and to develop reciprocal relationships 
that will provide New Paltz students with expanded real-world education-
al opportunities. “Building on our capacity to provide a practical, liberal 
education to our students is essential to prepare them to thrive in and 
contribute to a very different world – a diverse and global society and an 
economy that is volatile, uncertain, and complex,” said Christian.

Judith 
O'Brien '70 
(Sociology)



 the Esopus
cience of
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S  the Esopus
Ulster County's Esopus 

Creek watershed served 

as the textbook for participants 

in the 2012 Research Experi-

ence for Undergraduates (REU) 

program. Funded by the National 

Science Foundation, REU spon-

sored 12 students from New 

Paltz and nine other highly repu-

table campuses to participate in 

a challenging summer research 

project.

For eight weeks, students joined an inves-
tigation being conducted by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP). Each REU student worked 
under the supervision of a faculty mentor 
in one of the fields of chemistry, ecology, 
geomorphology, geography, and hydrology. 
 The REU program provides undergradu-
ate students with meaningful, satisfying 
research experiences that improve their 
skills in applying the scientific method to This page and following: REU participants study the Esopus Creek watershed. 

Photos by Prof. John Rayburn (Geology)

cience of



“For our classes, we go up to the Shawangunks ... the 
Catskills ... we go up to Albany ... we go over to Dutchess 
County. Geology’s right here!”– Amie Staley ’13 (Geology)
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hands-on research, train them in 
modern research techniques, and 
lead them to greater independence 
in pursuing their research interests.
 Amie Staley ’13 (Geology) was 
one of the participants in the 2012 
REU project to study watershed 
characterization in the Stony 
Clove basin of the Esopus Creek. 
“Working in the Catskills, near my 
hometown, near my school, was 
probably the best time of my life,” 
Staley said. “We worked with gla-
cial sediment up in the Stony Clove 
basin, which runs into the Esopus 
Creek. That’s exactly what I wanted 
to do, and it was great.”
 When asked to describe her 
research more specifically, she 
explained: “We traversed up and 
down the streams, and also some 
highlands. We would climb bluffs 
and carve them out with shovels 
and record all the different sedi-
ment. My specific part of the proj-
ect was to create a 3-D geographic 

As students develop their research 
skills on our local waterways, 
New Paltz’s Center for Research, 
Regional Education and Outreach 
(CRREO) is also looking at the 
region’s relationship to water. In a 
discussion brief published in August 
2012 titled Water Conservation and 

CRREO Addresses Regional 
Water Supply

information system model ... to 
show the different stratifications 
of the sediment. I also used well 
logs to show what’s underneath the 
ground, because we could only see 
what the stream has eroded into. 
We don’t know what’s below that. 
It was more than I could ever learn 

in class.”
 Staley expressed thanks to Profes-
sor John Rayburn (Geology), her 
academic advisor. “Without him, I 
would be basically nowhere. He re-
ally cares about making sure that I, 
as well as other students, get where 
we want to be. I have the enthusi-

asm and the great work ethic. He 
sees that I'm putting the extra effort 
in, so he puts the extra effort in for 
me.”
 Now in her senior year, Staley is 
co-president of the Geology Club 
and a member of Sigma Gamma 
Epsilon, Theta Beta Chapter, the 
National Honor Society for the 
Earth Sciences. Staley grew up in 
Kingston, N.Y., and chose New 
Paltz in part because of its proxim-
ity to her hometown. While the 
college’s location played an impor-
tant role in her decision to attend, 
she didn’t realize the extent to 
which it would benefit her studies. 
“For our classes, we go up to the 
Shawangunks. We learn about the 
conglomerate in sedimentology 
class. We go up to the Catskills, 
and we learn how that was deposit-
ed. We go up to Albany. For petrol-
ogy class, we go over to Dutchess 
County. Geology’s right here!” S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K

Long-term Water Supply Planning 
in the Hudson Valley: A Rockland 
County Case Study, authors Stuart 
Braman (Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory) and Simon Gruber 
(CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cit-
ies) discuss a shortage of available 
water in parts of the Hudson Valley.
 In the brief, Braman and Gru-
ber explore the apparent paradox 
that while the Hudson Valley has 
an abundance of water, Rockland 
County faces a water shortage. 
They explain that this is the result of 
land use decisions taken over many 
decades in the face of massive 
growth pressures. Responding to 
the shortage now, they say, requires 
managing the complex interaction 
of four factors: home rule, frag-
mented state regulation, no access 
to a key regional resource (the New 
York City water supply system), and 
reliance on a private water supplier, 
United Water of New York.
 Gerald Benjamin, CRREO direc-
tor and associate vice president for 

regional engagement, stated, “Water 
issues, and the need for regional 
water policy planning, is becom-
ing a primary focus of interest for 
CRREO. This essay provides es-
sential insight into the crucial impor-
tance of giving timely systematic 
attention to water needs as growth 
occurs in the Hudson Valley, and the 
need to efficiently find proper bal-
ance between conservation efforts 
and supply management in a far 
too complex, fragmented decision 
environment. The broader implica-
tions of this work take on additional 
significance at a time that much of 
the nation is facing very challenging 
drought conditions.” 

The discussion brief can be read 
online at www.newpaltz.edu/
crreo. 



School of BuSineSS

New Paltz’s School of 
Business has earned 
accreditation from the 
Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of 
Business (AACSB) In-
ternational, an accom-
plishment achieved by 
fewer than five percent 
of the world’s business 
programs. 
 AACSB accreditation, the 
hallmark of excellence in busi-
ness education, requires a pro-
cess of rigorous internal review, 
evaluation, and adjustment and 
took several years to complete. It 
represents the highest achievement 
for an educational institution that 
awards business degrees. 
 “This is wonderful news for ev-

School of Business granted 
AACSB International Accreditation

eryone at the School of Business,” 
said Hadi Salavitabar, dean of the 
School of Business. “Our faculty, 
staff, students, and curriculum 
excelled during this intense seven-
year accreditation process. We 
work hard to provide our students 
the best educational experience 
possible, and I’m thrilled that our 
program is recognized as one of 
the top quality business programs 
in the world.” 

 “The School of Business 
provides an outstanding and chal-
lenging curriculum that prepares 
our students for careers in a global 
workforce,” said New Paltz Presi-
dent Donald P. Christian. “I’m 
especially proud of the high caliber 
and deep commitment of our 
faculty and staff that is reflected in 
our AACSB accreditation.”
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Special Announcement

From left to right: Suzanne Mintz (AACSB Staff Liaison), manager, Accreditation Services, AACSB 
International; Derya A. Jacobs, vice provost, Robert Morris University School of Business; Hadi 
Salavitabar, dean, SUNY New Paltz School of Business; Maling Ebrahimpour (team chair), dean, 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg School of Business; Diane Hoadley, dean, University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire College of Business

Alumni Profile

Tracy Doolittle 
McNally ’05g
Call it fate, destiny, a childhood memory that took seed and is now a reality. That’s 
how Tracy Doolittle McNally ’05g (Business Administration) views her position as the 
executive director of Historic Huguenot Street in the Village of New Paltz. Since Septem-
ber 2011, McNally has been responsible for shaping the future of this National Historic 
Landmark District that features seven unique stone houses dating to the early 1700s, a 
burial ground, and a reconstructed 1717 stone church, all in their original setting.

McNally made her first trip 
to the site when she was 

eight years old. A descendant of 
Huguenot immigrants who came 
to the U.S. in 1660 and eventu-
ally settled in New Paltz, McNally 
remembers seeing the stone houses 
and thinking they looked “almost 
like doll houses. It was magical for 
a little girl.” 
 That visit, coupled with a special 
gift from her Midwestern journal-
ist grandmother — a scrapbook 
that featured 100 years of newspa-
per clippings about her family — 
fostered McNally's lifelong passion 
for American history, though she 
didn’t realize it at the time.
 McNally was raised in Scarsdale, 
N.Y. She is a descendent of the 
DuBois, Deyo, and Cantine Hu-

guenot families. Her great uncle, 
Martin Cantine, owned the Mar-
tin Cantine Paper Company in 
Saugerties, the largest coated-paper 
company in the country. She at-
tended St. Lawrence University in 
Canton. After graduating in 1980, 
she worked as a paralegal and then 
on Wall Street for the boards of 
directors of both EF Hutton and 
Smith Barney. McNally said they 
were glamorous jobs and allowed 
her to travel a great deal. However, 
they also came with 60-hour, high-
pressured work weeks. 
 Her first step on the path lead-
ing to her current position was an 
opportunity with International  
Paper (IP). Recruited by the com-
pany, she felt a connection with 
her ancestors from the paper mill. 

She worked at the headquarters 
in Purchase, N.Y. for 10 years. In 
1996, IP became a sponsor for the 
Olympics and McNally’s boss con-
tracted with an advertising agency 
to create the company’s commer-
cials to air during the event. An 
account executive mentioned that 
she owned a weekend home in the 
northern Catskills in New York 
State in a town that she assumed 
was probably not familiar with — 
Saugerties. “I know Saugerties,” 
she told the woman. Then asked, 
“Have you ever heard of the Can-
tine family?  My grandmother was 
Elizabeth Cantine, and my great 
uncle owned the paper mill.”  
 The rest, as they say, is his-
tory. McNally was invited to the 
account executive’s house and 



Kathleen O’Keefe ’90 (Women's Studies) spent 
four months in Tunisia helping the Tunisian Bar 
Association prepare for the country's first free 
election in several decades.

O’Keefe is a civil litigator, 
specializing in election law, 

and has been election law counsel 
to the New York State Assembly 
Speaker for the last several years.  
The American Bar Association 
invited her to serve as an election 
law specialist in their “Rule of Law 
Initiatives” work to prepare for the 
Tunisian elections.  
 In that capacity, O’Keefe was 
responsible for the programmatic, 
administrative, and financial duties 
of the initiative and the supervi-
sion of Tunisian staffers. The proj-
ect included leading workshops 
in three cities on best election 
practices and the role of the lawyer 
in the election process. O’Keefe 
also supervised the drafting and 
printing of 2,000 copies of a 
comprehensive “Lawyer’s Election 
Law Handbook,” and developed 
a web-based/mobile text Election 
Law Helpline that operated for 

several weeks leading up to and in-
cluding Election Day. On Oct. 23, 
2011, 87 percent of eligible voters 
cast their votes for members of the 
Tunisian Constituent Assembly in 
a peaceful election.
 O’Keefe graduated from Rutgers 
Law School in 1994 and has 
clerked in New York’s highest 
court, the Court of Appeals, and 
in the New York trial court, the 
Supreme Court. After 10 years at 
the Assembly, she has decided to 
work full time as a solo practi-
tioner specializing in Election Law 
and Matrimonial Law.
 She regularly returns to the  
New Paltz campus to lecture  
on women and the law and has  
written an essay entitled, “Women 
and the Law: Successes, Setbacks 
and Unfinished Business” for the 
fifth edition of “Women: Images 
and Realities, A Multicultural 
Anthology.”

Annual Report
2013

The SunY new PalTz foundaTion

Thank you!
It is a pleasure to share with you this annual report of the SUNY New Paltz 

Foundation. The Foundation exists for the sole purpose of supporting the 
College. This report covers the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2012, 

and provides a snapshot of the private support the College receives from 
alumni, friends, students, parents, and others. It also outlines some 

of the ways that the money is used.

You will read, for instance, that 161 students received a total of $365,410 in 
financial support for their education made possible through your generosity. 

In addition, the SUNY New Paltz Foundation provided $1,072,177 in support to 
 campus and academic activities. These funds help finance education travel, visiting 

lecturers, book purchases, infrastructure support, and other activities that are 
crucial to providing an outstanding educational opportunity for our students.
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Kathleen 
O’Keefe ’90

introduced to one of her Cantine 
relations, Peter, who owns the Bear 
Café. She bought property, built a 
weekend house, and met and mar-
ried her husband, Dr. Richard K. 
McNally.
 McNally began volunteering for  
several local nonprofits, including 
the D & H Canal Historical Soci-
ety and Museum. That’s when she 
returned to school to get her MBA 
and decided on SUNY New Paltz. 
 “I always wanted to get my 
MBA and felt very strongly about 
supporting my local community.” 
She added, “I am so proud that 
my MBA is from New Paltz be-
cause my ancestors settled this vil-
lage and the school exists because 
of them. They would be dancing a 
happy jig if they knew that I went 
to school there and then came 
back to ‘the Street’ as executive 
director. It’s really amazing.”
 McNally is now focusing her 
attention on positioning Historic 
Huguenot Street as the “museum 
of family,” since the site has been 
tracking families for 335 years. “I 
don’t want visitors’ experiences to 
end when they leave our site,” she 
says. “I want them to think about 
their own family’s history and ask 
themselves, ‘What is my story? 
Who are my ancestors?’ I want 
them to return home and research 
their families and get hooked on 
their own family histories, just 
like I did when I visited Historic 
Huguenot Street as that 8-year-old 
little girl.” 

Election Day at the Tunisian 
Bar Association, headquarters 
of the Election Helpline jointly 
created by the Tunisian Bar 
Association and the American 
Bar Association Rule of Law 
Initiative.  Pictured are ABA 
lawyers Lynn Sferrazza and 
Kathleen O'Keefe, Tunisian 
Helpline lawyers and two 
Libyan women lawyers 
visiting Tunisia to observe 
the election

Alumni Profile



Revenue/SuPPoRT 
and exPenSeS

Revenue and Support
Contributions and gifts $1,532,157
Non-cash contributions 35,597
In-kind support 1,416,607
Investment (loss) return (52,928)
Special events, net 116,355
Royalties 40,568
Rental 108,625
Other 50,368
 $3,247,349

Expenses
Program $1,072,177
Scholarships 460,740
Institutional Support 595,768
Fundraising 511,235
 $2,639,920

Private support also makes pos-
sible the outstanding exhibits 
that fill the Samuel Dorsky 
Museum of Art year after year. 
Indeed, the Dorsky expended 
more than $90,000 last fiscal 
year for its activities.
 Private support totaling 
$110,394 enabled PianoSum-
mer to continue through its 19th 
year, a history that has helped 
make the international summer 
institute and festival dedicated 
solely to piano music one of the 
best anywhere.
 The campus and the com-
munity benefit from private sup-
port through the Distinguished 
Speaker Series and the James 
H. Ottaway Sr. Visiting Professor 
of Journalism. Other activi-
ties are also made possible by 
private support.
 Indeed, there is virtually no 
activity on campus or corner of 
the campus that doesn’t ben-
efit from the generosity of our 
alumni, friends, students, and 
parents. This is especially im-
portant given the steady decline 
of state support the College re-
ceives. Yet, through prudent and 
responsible management, the 
College’s reputation continues 
to grow. This helped SUNY New 
Paltz be included in Kiplinger’s 
Personal Finance magazine’s 
annual rankings of the top 100 
best values in the nation for 
public four-year institutions. 
(The actual ranking was 44 out 
of 100.)
 Also included on these 
pages are the names of those 
individuals, organizations, and 
corporations that provided 
$1,000 or more in support of 
the College during the 2012 fis-
cal year. All at the College and 
on the Foundation Board are 
deeply grateful for the financial 
generosity of these people and 
organizations.

Top:  AP 190, from “The Leonardo Series: 
Drawings by Anthony Panzera Based on 
the Work of Leonardo da Vinci.” Left: Ken 
Landauer, Untitled (bed), 2009, ink on 
paper, Courtesy of the artist
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who GiveS?

18.5% Alumni ($302, 287)*

8.5% New Paltz Parents & Students ($139,204)

47% Friends of the College ($769,979)

10.8% Corporations ($176,623)

15.3% Other Organizations ($249,902)

*Alumni who are also Parents, Students or 
Employees are counted as Alumni only

Sources of gifts by total amount donated

Alumni

Parents & 
Students

Other
Organizations

Corporations

Friends of 
the College

YouR GifTS SuPPoRT

Fund for New Paltz

Academic
Divisions

Athletics

Library

Other
RestrictedProperty, Building & 

Equipment: Capital

Public Service & 
Extension

Student Financial Aid

26.2% Fund for New Paltz (Unrestricted)

14.5% Academic Divisions*

.5% Athletics*

1% Library

10.5% Other Restricted

1.1% Property, Building & Equipment: Capital

5.3% Public Service & Extension

41.4% Student Financial Aid*

*Operating & Capital/Endowed



Program
Descriptions
l Scholarship Support: 
161 Students Received 
a Total of $365,410
SUNY New Paltz Foundation 
scholarships are made possible 
through the generosity of our 
alumni, faculty, staff, and friends 
of the College. We are grateful 
for the commitment of so many 
who make the dream of a SUNY 
New Paltz education possible. 
Thanks to our supporters, 161 
students benefited from a SUNY 
New Paltz Foundation scholar-

ship.  These scholarships helped 
us recruit the best and brightest 
high school seniors for the class 
of 2016 and helped upperclass-
men in 28 programs to continue 
their studies.

l Expenditures for  
Campus & Academic 
Activities Totaled 
$1,072,177
A wide variety of activities, 
including book purchases, edu-
cational travel, visiting lecturers, 

grants, awards, database support, 
materials and supplies, and many 
others were funded by private 
support.

l Expenditures for 
Samuel Dorsky Museum 
of Art Activities Totaled 
$90,181
The Samuel Dorsky Museum of 
Art (The Dorsky) comprises more 
than 9,000 square feet of exhibi-
tion space distributed over six 
galleries. The Dorsky is one of 

the largest museums within the 
SUNY system.

Through its collections, exhibi-
tions, and public programs, the 
Dorsky seeks: 
•	 to	support	and	enrich	the	 
 academic programs at the  
 university
•	 to	present	a	broad	range	of		
 national and international art  
 for study and enjoyment, and
•	 to	serve	as	a	center	for	arts		
 and culture of the Hudson 
 Valley region.

Eight exhibitions and more than 
22 programs were presented 
at the Dorsky in 2012, attract-
ing more than 12,000 visitors.  
The public programs that took 
place in conjunction with these 
exhibitions fulfilled the museum’s 
educational mission by offering 
means of understanding and in-
terpreting the artwork on display.

2011-2012 Exhibitions 

The Upstate New York 
Olympics: Tim Davis   
(Attendance 5,100)
Curated by Brian Wallace
March 30 – July 17, 2011

Thick and Thin: Ken Landauer 
and Julianne Swartz   
(Attendance 7,800)
Curated by Brian Wallace
April 9 – Oct. 23, 2011

Hudson Valley Artists 2011: 
Exercises in Unnecessary 
Beauty    
(Attendance 4,000)
Curated by Brian Wallace
June 25 — Nov. 13, 2011

Linking Collections,  
Building Connections: Works 
from the Hudson Valley Visual 
Art Consortium Collections   
(Attendance 4,700)
Curated by Ariel Shanberg and 
Brian Wallace
Aug. 24 — Dec. 11, 2011

The Leonardo Series:  
Drawings by Anthony  
Panzera Based on the  
Work of Leonardo da Vinci   
(Attendance 2,100)
Jan. 18 — April 15, 2012

Reading Objects 2011: 
Responses to the Museum 
Collection   
(Attendance 4,770)
Feb. 11 — July 15, 2012

Eugene Ludins: 
An American Fantasist  
(Attendance 5,485)
Curated by Susana Torruella 
Leval
Feb. 11 — July 15, 2012

Dear Mother Nature: 
Hudson Valley Artists 2012   
(Attendance 4,000)
Curated by Linda Weintraub
June 23 — Nov. 4, 2012

l PianoSummer Expen-
diture Totaled $110,394
Now in its 17th year, PianoSum-
mer is an international summer 
institute and festival dedicated 
solely to piano music. It features 
an integrated approach to learn-
ing and performance under the 
artistic direction of master pianist 
and teacher Vladimir Feltsman. 
Gifted students from around the 
world join with devoted musi-
cians and teachers to learn more 
about the art of the piano and, ul-
timately, more about themselves 
and their place in the world of 
music.
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New for 2012 Commencement, Seniors  
demonstrated their philanthropic nature and  
supported the Foundation, receiving an orange
and blue Philanthropy Cord for their regalia when  
making a special Senior Class donation

30,000,000

25,000,000

20,000,000

15,000,000

10,000,000

5,000,000

0
 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

 Endowment Market Value Total Assets
2003  $5,315,176 $10,940,299
2004  5,743,616 11,977,715
2005  7,021,531 14,288,674
2006  7,882,160 15,051,515
2007  8,900,167 16,934,489
2008  9,823,991 20,654,272
2009  9,267,683 21,275,312
2010  10,704,650 23,247,497
2011  13,080,848 26,279,974
2012  13,539,559 27,148,225

endowmenT maRkeT 
value and aSSeTS   
2003-2012



Significant Activities
s u p p o r t e d  i n  p a r t  b y  p r i v a t e  g i f t s

l Andrew W. Lehren, an award-winning inves-
tigative reporter at The New York Times, was named 
the 11th James H. Ottaway Sr. Visiting Professor of 
Journalism. Lehren was one of the lead reporters 
on The New York Times’s groundbreaking cover-
age of the Wikileaks release of diplomatic cables, 
Afghanistan and Iraq war logs, and Guantanamo 
detainee dossiers. He contributed articles to the 
Pulizer Prize-winning series that examined unregu-
lated chemicals from China in U.S. pharmaceuticals.  
He teaches investigative journalism at the CUNY 
Graduate School of Journalism. Lehren has been an 
investigative producer at NBC, won a Polk award, a 
Peabody, two DuPont-Columbia batons and Edward 
R. Murrow investigative awards, several Emmys, and 
a Daniel Pearl Investigative Award. Lehren holds a 
master’s degree in journalism from the University of 
Missouri. He is a graduate of Lehigh University.

l The Distinguished Speaker series, 
launched in 2008, brought Janna Levin and Debra 
Humphreys to campus. Levin, one of the world's 
leading conceptual physicists, best-selling, award-
winning author and Professor of Physics and As-
tronomy at Barnard College of Columbia University, 

spoke on the topic of the Third Culture. In her talk 
to approximately 400 attendees, Professor Levin 
discussed the crossover between the arts and the 
sciences, and the increasing importance of the sci-
entific imagination in achieving the intellectual goals 
of a liberal arts education. 

l Debra Humphreys, Vice President for Com-
munications and Public Affairs at the Association of 
American Colleges and Universities, spoke as part 
of the week-long celebration to honor President 
Christian’s Inauguration.

l Students were invited to participate in the New 
Paltz Student Showcase, highlighting the 
research and creative activity of New Paltz students 
and their faculty mentors. 

l A faculty panel discussion moderated by Profes-
sor Stella Deen (English), highlighted the 
three kinds of “high impact” pedagogic practices, 
that is, modes of teaching and learning that have a 
long-lasting, beneficial effect on student knowledge 
and engagement.

Donor Roll
The SUNY New Paltz Founda-
tion is proud to present the 
following list of individuals and 
organizations whose generos-
ity has supported the important 
work of the State University of 
New York at New Paltz. This list 
is for the fiscal year that ended 
on June 30, 2012 including 
gifts of $1,000 and above. 
(Please direct inquiries regard-
ing this list to Brenda Dow at 
845-257-3364 or dowb@
newpaltz.edu.) Thank you to 
all; we deeply appreciate your 
support!

$250,000 or more
Dr. Olga Santora

$50,000 to $99,999

Mrs. Nancy K.B. ’64 and 
 Dr. David S. Moore

$25,000 to $49,999

Bank of America Charitable 
 Gift Fund
Mr. Tom E. Cetrino ’73
Mr. Noah P. Dorsky
Ms. Karen Dorsky
Mr. David A. Dorsky and 
 Ms. Helaine Posner
Ms. Barbara N. McFadyen
Mr. David J. Millstein
Mrs. Janaki and Mr. Gary Patrik
The Dorsky Foundation, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable 
 Endowment Program

$10,000 to $24,999

Andrah Foundation
Mrs. Karen ’71 ’80g and 
 Dr. Steven ’73 Brody

Campus Auxiliary Services, Inc.
Mr. Steven J. Deutsch
Henry & Elaine Kaufman 
 Foundation
Ms. Ruth Knoll
Mr. Brian ’74 and Mrs. Eileen  
 McShane
Millstein Charitable Foundation
Mr. Kenneth D. Pasternak ’77
Pasternak Family Foundation
Ms. Iris Stedener (dec)
The Katzenberger Foundation,  
 Inc.
The Robert & Bethany Millard  
 Charitable Foundation

$1,000 to $9,999

123Signup
Mr. John F. Agnelli III ’02
Tsunemi Akiyama
Mr. Christoph L. Albury ’80
Alpha Apple, Inc.
Mr. Jonathan J. Amoia ’03
Mr. Arthur A. Anderson
Dr. Jacqueline Andrews
Architecture +
Ms. Katryna ’07 and Craig J.  
 Barber
Mr. Kevin P. Barry
Mrs. Susan ’76 and Mr. Eli  
 Basch
Ms. Lori Beer ’94
Mr. Paul Beichert 
Prof. Jamie A. Bennett ’73
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Helena  
 Bienstock
Ms. Patricia Bishko
Mr. Leonard A. Boccia ’89
Ms. Diane L. Bradley ’69 and 
 Mr. William C. Mayer
C2G Environmental Consultants
Mr. Edward A. Carroll ’85 and  
 Ms. Gina O’Brien-Carroll ’86
Central Hudson Gas & Electric  
 Corporation
Ceres Technologies, Inc.
Dr. Alice and Dr. Horace 
 Chandler

Mr. Joakim Chaoussoglou ’61
Chestnut Petroleum Distributor,  
 Inc.
Dr. Donald and Mrs. Sandra  
 Christian
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Luella  
 Cleverley
Mr. Andrew J. Cohen ’93
Mr. Edward N. Cohen ’87
Community Foundation of  
 Dutchess County
Con Edison
Mrs. Anne Connelly ’45
Mr. Anthony and Mrs. Andrea  
 Costa
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Donna  
 Croce
Ms. Sally J. Cross and 
 Mr. Mark Hahn
Mr. Bob Dariotis 
Mr. James F. Davenport
Deloitte Foundation
Ms. Michele T. Di Palo ’77
Ms. Jacqueline DiStefano
Diversity Abroad, LLC
Mrs. Kristine ’68 and Mr. Joseph  
 Dockery
Mr. Patrick J. and Mrs. Prudence  
 Doulin
Dr. Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable  
 Trust
Mr. Alan ’69, ’91g and Mrs. 
 Francoise Dunefsky
Mr. L. David and Mrs. Linda  
 Eaton
Mrs. Odessa S. Elliott
Empire State Bank, NA
Entergy Corporation
Ms. Barbara J. Epke ’71
Fala Technologies Inc.
Mrs. Roberta and Mr. Frank  
 Falatyn
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. Jeffrey L. Fields ’68
Mr. Mark A. Filardi ’85
Fink Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Robert S. Fite
Mr. Ryan Fohl
Funding Passion and Love  
 Foundation
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Athletics Update 

John Bowe ’87, Joanna Masterson ’06, Coach Bill Odeneal, Joe Sagula ’78 and 
the 1984, 1985, and 1986 men’s volleyball teams are the newest inductees into the 
New Paltz Athletics Hall of Fame. The induction ceremony was held during a recep-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 16, in the Student Union Building’s Multipurpose Room.

Athletics Hall of Fame inducts new class

 Bowe ranks second all-
time on the New Paltz 
basketball career scoring 
list and second all-time 
in points in a single sea-
son. He was a SUNYAC 
First-Team member, 
honorable mention and 
NABC II/III All-District 
Second-Team honoree 
over his tenure.
 Masterson is a two-
time All-American and 
holds two SUNYAC 
records as well as three 
SUNYAC meet records. 

Top, John 
Bowe ’87 gives 
remarks at the 
2012 New 
Paltz Athletics 
Hall of Fame 
Induction Cer-
emony. Right, 
The New Paltz 
Athletics Hall of 
Fame Class of 
2012

She was twice named 
the SUNYAC Most 
Outstanding Female 
Swimmer and she made 
the All-SUNYAC First 
Team from 2004-06.
 Odeneal coached New 
Paltz men’s volleyball 
from 1970-87, leading 
the team to a 254-130-5 
overall mark, winning 
either the Eastern Col-
lege Volleyball League 
(ECVL) or Eastern 
Institute of Volleyball 
championship from 

1984-86.
 Sagula was a three-
year letter winner and 
was named men’s volley-
ball team captain during 
his senior season at New 
Paltz. He is the Univer-
sity of North Carolina’s 
winningest women’s 
volleyball coach, guiding 
it to five Atlantic Coast 
Conference titles and 
eight of its 12 NCAA 
appearances.
 The 1984, 1985, and 
1986 men’s volleyball 

teams were some of 
the most dominant 
squads in New Paltz 
history. During those 
three years, they won 
the ECVL Class “B” 
Open championship in 
season. During the 1984 
and 1986 seasons, the 
Hawks went undefeated. 
Our congratulations to 
the Hall of Fame’s Class 
of 2012!

Dr. Donald J. Furman ’87, ’00g
Gail and Joe Gallerie
Gannett Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Barbara ’94g and Mr. 
 William Geider
Mrs. Miriam and Mr. Burton Gold
Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Carol 
 Goldberg
Mr. Stuart E. Goldberg ’66
Mr. Howard ’73 and Mrs. Leila  
 Goldblatt
Mr. Ernest ’76 and Mrs. Debra  
 Gomez
Mr. Daniel Gonzalez ’87
Mr. Gary ’77 and Mrs. Karen  
 Gregg
Ms. Phyllis A. Gregory ’69
Mr. Mitchell ’74 and Mrs. Robin  
 Guss
Health Alliance of the Hudson  
 Valley
Mr. Everton H. Henriques ’78  
 ’83g and Ms. Jeannie 
 Irvine ’78
Mr. Kenneth S. Herman
Mr. Dennis Higgins ’81
Annu Hiragushi
Shinchi Hiragushi
Honeywell, Inc.
Mr. Charles S. Houser ’75
Mr. John P. Hovnanian ’82
Hudson Valley Federal 
 Credit Union
Ms. Patricia A. Hughes ’72
IBEW Local Union No. 363
Mr. Robert S. Insolia ’79
International Business Machines
International Business Machines  
 Corporation
Mr. Mickey Jamal
Mrs. Sipra Johnson
Mr. Peter R. Jones
Mr. Mark I. Kalish ’73
Kalish & Associates, Inc.
Mr. E. Peter ’69 and Mrs. Betty  
 Kane
Hiromi Kawasaki
Mr. Bruce Kazan ’79
Mr. Michael T. Keegan
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Janet Kempner
KeyBank National Association
Dr. Gary M. King ’80
Klock Kingston Foundation
Dr. Ronald and Mrs. May Knapp
Mr. Jeffrey G. Korn, Esq. ’79
Mr. Herbert and Mrs. Beatrice  
 Krauss
Ms. Myra R. Kressner ’76

Dr. David K. Lavallee and 
 Ms. Eileen Gilmartin
Mr. Ronald Law ’74
Dr. Carl ’74 and Mrs. Ann 
 Lenarsky
Mr. David A. Lewis ’79
Liberty Mutual
Mr. Eric Lindbloom and Ms.  
 Nancy Willard
Mrs. Mary Lown ’46
Dr. Sara F. Luther ’74g and 
 Dr. John J. Neumaier
M & T Charitable Foundation
Main Course
Mako Foundation
Mr. Steven R. Martin ’79
Mr. Steven J. Mazzuca ’83
McCaffery Fine Art, Inc.
The Family of Mr. John 
 McCreight, Jr.
Mediacom Communications  
 Corp.
Prof. Tom Meyer and Ms. Julie  
 Stevenson
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal  
 Credit Union
Mohonk Mountain House
Mr. Leonard P. Moroff ’67 & Mrs.  
 Rochelle Moroff
Ms. Bernadette M. Morris ’95
Mrs. Susan D. Najork ’67, ’70g
Neebo (Campus Bookstore)
New Life Management & 
 Development, Inc.
Mrs. Sandra and Mr. Don Nice
Mr. Thomas ’70 and Mrs. Judy  
 ’70 O’Brien
Mr. Gene C. O’Neil
Mr. James and Mrs. Mary ’70g  
 Ottaway
Mr. Robert O. Owens and 
 Ms. Eve Klein
Ms. Sandra Panman ’94, ’02g
Mr. James and Mrs. Phyllis 
 Parrish
Dr. Sadie A. Penzato ’66, ’68g,  
 ’76cas
Perreca Electric Co., Inc.
Plaza Diner
Mr. Steven and Dr. Jane 
 Poskanzer
Print Cottage, LLC
Provident Bank
Dr. Chigurupati S. Rani ’86
Mr. Bob Raskin ’65
Mrs. Debbie and Mr. Richard  
 Rauch
Ms. Cynthia A. Read

Renaissance Charitable 
 Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Judith A. Richards ’69
Rino’s Pizza
Robert Sillins Family Foundation,  
 Inc.
Rocking Horse Ranch
Rondout Savings Bank
Dr. Donald and Mrs. Carol Roper
Mr. Harold and Mrs. Ellen Rubin
Rubin Museum of Art Museum  
 Shop
Dr. Louis and Mrs. Frances  
 Saraceno
Dr. Bruce Schackman
Mr. Paul M. Schackman
Mrs. Dulcie and Mr. Walter  
 Schackman
Ms. Barbara Scherr
Mrs. Hazel ’46 and Mr. Rudolph  
 Schmidt
Ms. Mary Etta Schneider
SEI Giving Fund
Dr. Edward and Mrs. Marjorie  
 Shelley
Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Barbara ’92  
 Sillner
Drs. Nina and Albert Smiley
Ms. Kiki Smith
Sodexo, Inc.
Mr. William L. Spearman
Mr. Russell Steinberg ’95
TD Bank
The Chazen Companies
The Diller-Von Furstenberg  
 Family Foundation
The J.M. Kaplan Fund
The Kempner Corporation
Ms. Ming Tiampo
Timely Signs of Kingston, Inc.
Mrs. Shelley (Ryan) Turk ’86 and  
 Mr. Steven Turk
Ulster Savings Bank
Mr. Wendell ’67 and Mrs. Karen  
 Van Lare
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Vasse
Viking Industries, Inc.
Ms. Ursula von Rydingsvard
Mr. Brian O. Walsh ’98
Ms. Louise W. Weisser ’47
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilmorite Construction, LLC
Woodland Pond at New Paltz
Mr. Lee ’06 and Mrs. Shelly  
 Wright
Mr. Clifford P. Zettle ’88
ZGF Architects, LLP
Ms. Donna L. Zucca ’63 S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K
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Artists'
corner

Artists' corner

Ellen Brief ’74 (Art His-
tory) was showcased at 
the Westchester County 
Arts in the Parks in 
October and November 
2012. Her watercolor 
paintings were exhibited 
at the Gallery at Ward 
Pound Ridge Reserva-
tion in Cross River, N.Y. 
The landscape and floral 
paintings were inspired 
by the autumn land-
scape and flower forms 
that Brief observed on 
her spring and summer 
walks through Ward 
Pound Ridge Reserva-
tion.

chartered territories, an 
installation piece by 
Lola Brooks ’97 (Art), 
was featured in two exhi-
bitions last spring: “The 
International Sculpture 
Object Functional Art 
Fair” at the Park Avenue 
Armory in New York 

Ellen Brief, Four Trees, w
atercolor, 22" x 28"

Marlene Wiedenbaum, 
Olana Path I With Jane, 
pastel, 27"x20"

City and at the Sienna 
Gallery in Lenox, Mass. 
Brooks talks at length 
about her artwork and 
her experience at New 
Paltz in a blog post on 
the Art Jewelry Forum. 
To read it, go to www.
artjewelryforum.org and 
type her name in the 
search bar.

Edward Patrick Grigg 
’94 (Art) was featured in 
the exhibition, “The Art 
of Reading: A Display of 
Art,” on view at the Todt 
Hill-Westerleigh Library, 
a branch of the New 
York Public Library, 
in Staten Island. The 
artworks were inspired 
by books that Grigg has 
read since he returned 
from Eastern Europe 
in January. The show 
was on view October 
through December 
2012. 

James Tapley ’62, ’69g 
(Art Education) taught 
art in public schools for 
37 years. He has been 
painting for 55 years, 
and is currently working 
on a series of watercol-
ors that will represent 
each of the 50 states. 
He has, at the time of 
this report, painted a 
watercolor in each of 38 
states. 

Marlene Wiedenbaum 
’83g (Education) had 
a solo exhibition at the 
James W. Palmer III 
Gallery at Vassar Col-
lege in Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., Sept. 25 – Oct. 
19, 2012. The exhibit 
included pastel paint-
ings of Hudson Valley 
preserved lands from her 
“Sacred Ground: Held 
in Trust” collection. 
Wiedenbaum has been 
exploring and painting 
New York’s state parks, 
preserves and conserva-
tion areas in the lower 
Hudson River Valley 
in New York. She said 
that the exhibit paid 
tribute to and supported 
land preservation and 
planned development. 

“By using my art to 
celebrate the beauty and 
wonder of these natural 
resources, I feel I am 
raising public awareness 
of just how precious 
they are, which is my 
way of being true to my 
muse while being a co-
protector of the land,” 
she said. To view the ex-
hibit online, go to www.
wiedenbaum.com.

Carolanne Patterson 
’90 (Metal) and Bettina 
Dittlmann ’91 (Metal) 
had an exhibit at 
Schauraum K3, Galerie 
für Gegenwartskunst, 
near Munich, Germany. 
The gallery is a large 
exhibition space on the 
site of a reconstructed 
farm. The exhibit, 
“From Here and There,” 
included jewelry, pho-
tography, installation, 
sculpture, and objects. 
The classmates have 
fond recollections of 
studying with Professor 
Jamie Bennett (Metal) 
and Professor Fred 
Woell (Metal) at New 
Paltz. This is their first 
time showing together.

Carolanne Patterson, Untitled, gouache 
drawing on digital print, 22" x 30"
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Stay in thE mountain houSE
AND WE’LL CONTRIBUTE 10% OF YOUR 
BILL TO SUNY NEW PALTZ!

We can’t improve on your memories of Scudder 
or Deyo or Bliss, but we can offer some com-
forts of our own for your next visit to New Paltz. 

Just minutes away from campus in a spectacular 
2,200-acre setting, Mohonk Mountain House is one 
of America’s leading resorts. A Full American Plan 
resort, our rates include meals and most activities. 
Be sure to mention you’re a New Paltz alum when 
you stay with us so we can contribute in your name.

New Paltz, NY 12561
800.772.6646
www.mohonk.com

Honor with Books at the 
Sojourner Truth Library

Honor a loved one, celebrate an 
achievement, plate a book today!

Join the Friends of the Sojourner Truth Library 
at New Paltz. Borrowing privileges and a 

great deal more. 

Call today at  
845.257.3719 

 

www.newpaltz.edu/honorwithbooks/
opportunities.html
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Reading room

Sacrifice Fly by Tim (TJ) O'Mara 
’85 (Communication and Media)
"Sacrifice Fly" is O’Mara’s debut 
novel about Raymond Donne, 
a New York City public school 
teacher who used to be a cop. 
O’Mara, who was a Radio/TV  
major at New Paltz, has been a 
NYC public school teacher for  
25 years. His novel was launched 
with a book party and public  
appearance tour in October. 
Publisher: Minotaur Books/St. Martin's  
Press (October 2012)
ISBN-10: 1250008980 
ISBN-13: 978-1250008985

BEAST: A Slightly Irreverent Story 
about Cancer by James Capuano 
’81 (Music)
Capuano is the senior vice presi-
dent for the Markets Division of 
Thomson Reuters, the global news 
and information company. He 
lives in Manhattan with his wife, 
Dana, and their four children. 
The book is being published by 
New Street Communications, a 
firm where Edward Renehan ’81 
(Political Science) serves as the 

Wicked Ulster County: Tales of 
Desperados, Gangs and More 
by Adam “A.J.” Schenkman ’92 (History), ’95g 
(Secondary Education)
Shenkman’s third nonfiction book recounts the unsavory characters 
and immoral events from Ulster County’s past. It includes stories of 
the Shawangunk gangs, the Ashokan Slasher, Big Bad Bill Monroe, 
who was also known as the Gardiner Desperado, and more.
 Schenkman teaches history in the Hudson Valley and serves as 
a volunteer firefighter. He has written extensively on the histories 
of Ulster and Orange counties and is the author of two books and 
numerous articles on Washington’s Headquarters in Newburgh, N.Y. 
He is featured each month in two columns on Ulster and Orange 
County histories.
Publisher: The History Press
ISBN: 978-1-60949-716-3

Reading room

managing director. New Street has 
published several books from New 
Paltz alumni and faculty. 
Publisher: New Street Communications, LLC
ISBN-10: 0615694381
ISBN-13: 978-0615694382

Jeremiah Black by Jason Gehlert 
’98 (Communication and Media)
Gehlert’s latest novel is a blend of 
science fiction and horror. It is the 
story of Jeremiah Black, who finds 
himself trapped in Hell after sav-
ing his family from a serial killer 
in the 1890s. Gehlert’s previous 
works include the novel “Con-
tagion” and a collection of short 
stories titled “Demon Revolver.” 
His werewolf series, “Quiver,” 
is currently being adapted for a 
feature film. Gehlert lives with his 
wife, teacher and fellow author 
Tammy Gehlert, and their three 
children.
Publisher: Black Bed Sheet Publishers 
ISBN-10: 0985882999
ISBN-13: 978-0985882990

Willy: A Political Odyssey by 
William Tucker ’54
Tucker’s sixth book (and fourth 
novel) depicts historical events, 
including the Great Depression 
and the Korean War, through the 
stories of fictionalized characters. 
Tucker lives in Huntington, N.Y., 
with his wife, Dolores. He is a 
retired attorney, author, lecturer, 
minor league baseball co-owner, 
father, and grandfather.
Publisher: Beaudoin Press (2012)
ISBN: 978-9663169-4-0

Study of New York government and 
politics edited by New Paltz professor

Oxford University Press has 
published “The Oxford 

Handbook of New York State 
Government,” edited by Gerald 
Benjamin (Political Science), di-
rector of the Center for Research, 
Regional Education and Outreach 
(CRREO), and associate vice 
president for regional engagement.
 “This is a book meant for people 
who take state government very 
seriously,” said Sam Roberts in 
The New York Times. Roberts also 
remarked on the handbook’s “keen 
insights from … academicians and 
pragmatic practitioners of politics 
and policy in the Empire State.” 

The wide-ranging collection of 
new scholarship considers key ar-
eas of governance in New York on 
more than 1,056 pages organized 
in 31 chapters. 
 It is, the publisher says, an 
“unusually comprehensive, de-
tailed, and systematic study of this 
unique and influential state.” It 
chronicles the history and opera-
tion of New York’s political parties, 
campaign finance, lobbying and 
interest group systems, the state 
legislature, the governorship, the 
judiciary, and the state’s “foreign 
policy.”
 In addition to editing the book, 

Benjamin authored the chapter on 
the state’s political parties and an 
introduction to the book on “The 
Study of New York State Govern-
ment.” He commented, “I am very 
pleased to have this opportunity, 
in association with a great group 
of scholars and public servants, to 
advance serious, thoughtful study 
of New York.”



Dorothy Dehner, Untitled, 1980,
bronze, Gift of Dorsky Gallery 
Curatorial Programs.
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Campus Events

R
 
Distinguished Speakers 

 Series presents Ambassador 
Dennis Ross
April 16
Former Ambassador Dennis Ross, 
who is now a counselor at the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East Policy, 
will present a talk titled, "Challenges 
for American Foreign Policy in the 
Middle East."

Deborah Amos, Foreign 
Correspondent, NPR News
April 18
Deborah Amos, the 2013 James H. 
Ottaway Sr. Professor of Journalism 
at New Paltz, will present a lecture 
titled, "A Passport to the Middle East: 
A Career of Revolution, Upheaval and 
Hope."

15th Annual SUNY New Paltz 
Scholarship Golf Tournament
June 10
The Annual Golf Tournament will be 
held at the Wiltwyck Golf Club in 
Kingston, N.Y. Funds raised through 
the tournament support scholarships 
for outstanding New Paltz students.

Theatre

www.newpaltz.edu/theatre
Box Office:  
845-257-3880
boxoffice@newpaltz.edu

The Producers, by Mel Brooks
Directed by Jack Wade
Music direction by Stephen Kitsakos
April 18,19, 20, 25,26, 27, 8 p.m.
April 21 & 28, 2 p.m.

Music

Information: 845-257-2700
Tickets available at the door

Choral Concert
April 16, 8 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Student Composers Concert
April 18, 8 p.m.
Parker Theatre

Chamber Jazz Ensemble 1
April 22, 7 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Symphonic Band
April 23, 8 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Chamber Jazz Ensemble 2
April 24, 7 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Chamber Jazz Ensemble 3
April 25, 7 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Collegium Musicum
April 28, 3 p.m.
Nadia & Max Shepard Recital Hall

Classical Voice Students
April 30, 8 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

College-Youth Symphony
May 5, 7 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Choral Concert
May 7, 8 p.m.
Julien J. Studley Theatre

Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art

www.newpaltz.edu/museum
845-257-3844

Photo-Rapide: Francois Deschamps 
and Malian Portrait Photography
Alice and Horace Chandler Gallery, 
North Gallery
Through April 11

D  
The Dorsky Collects: Recent  

 Acquisitions 2008-2012
Sara Bedrick Gallery
Through June 23

Fields of Vision: Work by SUNY New 
Paltz Art Faculty
Morgan Anderson Gallery, Howard 
Greenberg Family Gallery, Corridor 
Gallery
April 13–June 23
Opening reception: April 12, 5 p.m.

BFA I Thesis Exhibition
April 26–30
Opening reception: April 26, 5-7 p.m.

BFA II Thesis Exhibition
May 3–7
Opening reception: May 3, 5-7 p.m.

MFA I Thesis Exhibition
May 10–14
Opening reception: May 10, 5-7 p.m.

MFA II Thesis Exhibition
May 17–21
Opening reception: May 17, 5-7 p.m.

Spring 2013 BFA Graphic Design 
Senior Projects + Portfolios
May 10, 5-8 p.m.
The Terrace, off Southside Loop, 
SUNY New Paltz campus
Free and open to the public.

The Dorsky Collects:
Recent Acquisitions 2008-2012

D  This exhibition focuses on a 
representative selection of both 
two- and three-dimensional 
artworks created by artists 
from around the world that 
have come into the museum’s 
collection from 2008 
through the present year.

Events calendar Events calendar

R
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52g  Mary (Beckerle) Mascola 
 (Early Childhood Educa-

tion) and her husband, Frank, cel-
ebrated their 60th wedding anniversary 
on Sept. 20, 2012. The couple has 
called the hamlet of West Nyack, N.Y., 
their home for more than 50 years and 
live in the same house where they raised 
their five children. Mary and Frank 
enjoy spending time at their home on 
Hutchinson Island, Fla., and travelling. 
More than anything, they treasure the 
time spent with their nine grandchil-
dren.

56 Donald Fitzpatrick (Second-
ary Education 7-12 Math-

ematics) ’62g (Secondary Education) 

Address your class notes to:
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700 Hawk Drive
New Paltz, NY 12561-2441
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fax: 845.257.3951
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taught math at Red Hook Central 
School District (1956-58). He joined 
the U.S. Navy and was commissioned 
in March 1959. During his 30 years on 
active duty he served on several ships 
and staffs including command of a De-
stroyer. Fitzpatrick also taught at Holy 
Cross College, Northwestern Universi-
ty, and Miami University. After retiring 
as a Navy Captain he taught manage-
ment at Miami University (Ohio) from 
1989 to 2000. He moved back east 
to Auburn, Mass., and has done some 
part-time management teaching at a 
local community college. He also assists 
his wife, Toni, who entertains monthly 
at numerous senior citizens facilitites in 
the area.

60 Valerie (Wissler) Bartolacci 
(Elementary Education) 

writes: Greetings from Valerie Wissler 
Bartolacci. Just when life was a little 
quiet (we have lived in Upper Nyack, 
N.Y. for 45 years) we had some surpris-
es: We already had four grandchildren 
but then our two sons each had a set of 
twins, three years and two years now. 
In 11 months we doubled our number 
of grandchilden four to eight! The 
grandchilden all live in Tarrytown, N.Y, 
across the river from us. Any thought of 
our moving away is jinxed!

62 Josephine (Vergona) Krapp 
(Elementary Education)

wrote her fourth children’s book, 

“Missing Treasure Means Trouble,” 
which became available in fall 2012. A 
retired children’s librarian, JoAnn now 
teaches writing workshops for children. 
She exhibits her watercolor paintings 
throughout Long Island, N.Y. For more 
information visit her website jvkarts.
com.

64 Constance (Banks) Horton 
(Art History) ’72g exhibited 

her paintings in the Kent Memorial Li-
brary gallery. The exhibit, titled “Happy 
Paintings,” was on display in September 
and October 2012. Upon graduation 
she taught art in New York City and 
in Millbrook, N.Y. After retiring from 
Millbrook High School in 1987, she 
began teaching art at international 
schools in Berlin, Bangkok, Scotland, 
and the Dominican Republic. Horton 
is represented by the Center Fram-
ing and Art in West Hartford and is a 
member and past president of Kent Art 
Association and member of Columbia 
County Art Association.

Roy Leonardi (History) volunteered at 
a special education school in La Ceiba, 
Honduras, where he spent two weeks 
working at the school, Escuela Emilia 
d’Cuire. Leonardi is currently a director 
of special education in Preston, Conn.

66 Eleanor (Golding) Ryder 
and Willet Ryder are pleased 

to announce that their daughter, Tama 

Ryder, had her first book published. 
The work is titled, “Where’s the Watch? 
and Other Tales: A Memoir From 
Seinfeld’s Uncle Leo.”

69 William Leonardi (Art 
Education) is a full-time 

photographer living in Brooklyn and 
is currently creating a group of photos 
titled, “Double Exposure Prints.” For 
more information or to view his work, 
visit his website, zhibit.org/billleonardi.

70 Chester Mazurowski (Sec-
ondary Education 7-12 Math-

ematics) retired from New York City 
Transit Subway Emergency Response in 
2004. Mazurowski now raises cattle on 
the Garden Island of Kauai.

71 Helene (Miller) Leonardi 
(Art Education) is a full-time 

artist living in Brooklyn and is creating 
paintings of cupcakes and other des-
serts. For more information or to view 
her work, visit her website, zhibit.org/
heleneleonardi.

72 Lloyd Ginsberg (Philosophy) 
is running for the State House 

of Representatives in New Mexico’s 
29th District. For more information, 
visit his website at lloydginsberg.com. 
 
Richard Hessney (Asian Studies) com-
pleted a Ph.D. in Chinese language and 
literature from Columbia University, 
teaching at Brooklyn College before 
moving on to Reader’s Digest as an 
editor. A translation that he did of a 
Yuan dynasty play will be published by 
Columbia University Press in a book 
co-edited by Wai-yee Li (Harvard) and 
C.T. Hsia (Columbia) in 2013. 
 
Kenneth Munoz (History) has joined 
the board of directors of Safe Spaces, 
which provides numerous services 
to children at risk throughout the 
Borough of Queens. Ken and his wife, 
Maryann McGee-Munoz ’72, proudly 
dote on their four grandchildren, Ella, 
Caitlin, Caroline, and Ryan. 
 
Ephraim Nsubuga ’72g (Elemen-
tary Education) returned to Uganda 
after graduating and was appointed 
to the academic staff of the School 
of Education at Makerere University 
Kampala Uganda, East Africa. Nsubuga 
progressed through the ranks and held 

several responsibilitites, which included 
course director at the National Institute 
of Education and Head of the Higher 
Education Department. In 1992, 
Nsubuga was appointed dean of the 
School of Education and soon after that 
vice chancellor of the Christian Uni-
versity of East Africa, Ndejje Campus. 
He was then a professor of education. 
Nsubuga authored several books and 
has given several lectures. His books 
are now used as texts in several tertiary 
institutions in Uganda and other East 
African countries.

73 Debra (Kramer) Branitz (Art 
Education, Art History) had 

an exhibition of oils on canvas at the 
Agora Gallery in NYC Jan. 16 - Feb. 
5, 2013 and also a showing at The Arts 
Arena Gallery in Delray Beach, Fla. 
 
Richard Morgan ’73g (Business), after 
40 years in education, now lives and 
writes poetry on New Jersey’s Long 
Beach Island where the wind and the 
waves fight for his attention. “Sea Glass 
People: Portraits in Words and Water-
colors” is the second collection of his 
poetry and his wife, artist Pat Morgan’s 
watercolors. Their first collaboration,  
“I Am Sea Glass: A Collection of Poetic 
Pieces” was published in 2011. Mor-
gan’s classroom experience helps when 
he does his group presentations, where 
he not only tells the story behind his 
poetry, but explains his belief that there 
is poetry in all of us, personal poetry. 
He encourages others to select a few 
words that express what they feel inside. 
 
David Riggle (Asian Studies), who is 
managing partner of Riggle & Craven 
practicing international trade and 
customs law, reports that he travels 
regularly to China and Japan on busi-
ness, continues to build on a founda-
tion set at New Paltz followed by a 
graduate degree in Japanese Studies at 
the Rackham Graduate School of the 
University of Michigan.

74 Denis Simon (Asian Studies, 
Political Science), after serving 

as vice provost for international affairs 
at the University of Oregon, accepted a 
position at Arizona State University as 
vice provost for China initiatives and 
strategy in early 2012.

75 Arthur Shapiro (Mathemat-
ics) retired in June 2012 after 

33 years teaching high school math; 
13 years in Queens, N.Y., and the last 
20 years in Portland, Ore. For many 
of those years he coached girls’ tennis 
and boys’ varsity basketball (10 years 
in Queens) and boys’ tennis (6 years in 
Portland). Shapiro ended his coaching 
career in 2002 as Portland’s Maccabi 
teen basketball coach after moving to 
Oregon in August 1992. At his last 
school, he was known as the “Geom-
etry Guy,” having created the Honors 
computer geometry classes. Shapiro 
plans to spend his retirement years 
traveling, cycling, and golfing, as well as 
doing volunteer work. 

76 Mark Novak (Elementary 
Education Pre K-6 Political 

Science) ’77g (Education) received 
ordination as Rabbi from ALEPH - the 
Alliance for Jewish Renewal in Janu-
ary 2012. Novak works freelance as a 
rabbi, cantor, band leader, storyteller, 
and teacher and lives in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, Renée Brachfeld, 
and daughter, Kaziah. Mark and Renée 
have served as Scholars in Residence 
for more than 130 congregations 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. Their 
CD “King Solomon’s Daughter: Stories 
and Songs from the Jewish Tradition” 
was awarded the Parents’ Choice Gold 
Award.  
 
Rebecca Roth (Asian Studies), a Los 
Angeles-based graphic designer, has 
launched a new line of artisan apparel 
that has reached the stars, literally, 
thanks to opportunities to gift celebri-
ties and was represented at the GBK 
2012 Primetime Emmys Gift Lounge, 
Sept. 21-22. Her new graphic-luxe, 
Rotem Limited Edition line has been a 
work in progress this past year, resulting 
in an invitation to The Artisan Group. 
As demand for her design services grew, 
Roth expanded her graphic design 
company into the graphic pop culture 
t-shirt line Rotem Gear that receives or-
ders from customers around the world.  
 
Luanne Surace just released her 
third album, “Black Wedding Dress,” 
original and traditional American 
Roots songs of tortured love and joyous 
redemption, at www.luannesurace.com 
and www.cdbaby.com/Artist/Luan-
neSurace. She also helps singer-song-



Sandy spares campus but impacts 
many in community

Superstorm Sandy spared the New Paltz campus but did not leave 
members of the New Paltz community unscathed. Many students, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and their families and friends in the Hudson Val-
ley, Long Island, New York City, New Jersey, and Connecticut were 
impacted directly or indirectly by the superstorm. Some experienced 
extended power outages, damaged or destroyed homes, or transpor-
tation disruptions that stranded them in New Paltz or at home.
 Students and faculty acted quickly to organize support efforts on 
campus. New Paltz Athletes and Greek Life teamed up to organize a 
food and supply drive, collecting general supplies such as flashlights, 
batteries, and paper goods. The Beta Omicron Chapter of the Chi Al-
pha Epsilon Academic Honor Society collected donations for distribu-
tion by local organizations. A group of athletes drove to affected areas 
to help with cleanup. 
 In order to provide support and guidance for students who were 
affected by the devastating storm, the college appointed Linda Eaton, 
dean of students, as an Ombudsperson to act as the point person 
for student questions and concerns related to the hurricane and its 
consequences. Professor James Halpern (Psychology), director of the 
Institute for Disaster Mental Health (IDMH), has been working to orga-
nize training with the Red Cross so that students may engage more 
effectively with the recovery. SUNY has partnered with the American 
Red Cross to connect students, faculty, staff, and alumni to those still 
in need. To learn more and get involved, visit www.suny.edu/sandy/.
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writers through a non-profit Recording 
Artists Development, Inc.

77 Patricia (Balcer) Loewe 
(Education) joined the Child 

Development Center of the Hamp-
tons in Wainscott, N.Y., as its new 
Education Leader. Loewe brings over 
20 years of classroom and administra-
tive experience to the new position, 
which is similar to that of a principal 
in the charter school and pre-school. 
She holds New York State permanent 
teacher certification in both elementary 
and special education and a New York 
State School District Administrator 
license. She served most recently as the 
director for pupil personnel services at 
the Montauk School District. 
 
Beth Rubin (Sociology) is president of 
Southern Sociological Society 2012-13 
and was appointed as director of Public 
Policy Program at University of North 

Carolina-Charlotte.

78 Barbara (Simon) Lynch 
(Business Administration) is 

currently employed as the purchasing 
manager for SUNY Dutchess. In her 
spare time she is the marketing director 
for Trinity Players (community theater 
group) in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 
 
Charles Lynch (Psychology) retired 
from IBM after 34 years and is cur-
rently working at Quality Business 
Services in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. He is 
also serving on the alumni board as the 
programs chair.

79 Mark Omasta (Painting) was 
named the 2012 Safety Officer 

of the Year at Fire-Rescue International 
in Denver. The award is given by the 
IAFC’s Safety, Health and Survival 
(SHS) Section and co-sponsored 
by FireRescue magazine and the Fire 

Department Safety Officers Association 
(FDSOA). Omasta is a 38-year veteran 
of the fire service currently serving as 
the training officer for the Danbury, 
Conn. Fire Department. He has served 
in his current position, which includes 
the duties and responsibilities of the 
department safety officer, for more than 
five years. In addition, he is responsible 
for the operations of the department 
training facility.

80 Kevin Cook (Visual Arts 
Education) is a landscape 

painter, who as a young adult spent 
several years working at the Mohonk 
Mountain House, where his artistic 
vision began to take shape. Cook was 
recently named a Painting Fellow by 
New York Foundation for the Arts. 
In 2009, Cook’s work was exhibited 
at the American Consulate in Hong 
Kong as part of the Artists in Embassies 
Program. For more information on his 
work visit kevincook.com.

83 Peter Tonjes (Fine Arts) was 
the CEO of Ed Levin Jew-

elry, one of the country’s best known 
handcrafted jewelry companies, and 
has recently purchased the company. 
Tonjes began his career with Ed Levin 
Jewelry as production manager in 
1984. Among other accomplishments, 
his integral role in design, production 
efficiency and plant modernization led 
to his promotion as CEO in 2005.

84 Jeffrey Feller (Sociology) 
is in rehersal for a showcase 

of Anton Chekhov’s “Uncle Vanya,” 
where he will play Serebryakov. In June 
2012 he attended his 40th high school 
reunion. Feller continues to work on 
the Chelton Loft Advisory Board and 
has joined a New York City Depart-
ment of Health Task Force. Feller has 
also celebrated the seventh anniversary 
of his liver transplant and studies at  
HB Studio.

85 Miriam Balaguer (Account-
ing), vice president of opera- 

tions at Banco Santander Central 
Hispano, has been recognized by 
Worldwide Who’s Who for showing 
dedication, leadership, and excel-
lence in finance operations. Balaguer 
embarked on a successful career in the 
finance industry and now has accrued 
two decades worth of experience. 

Worldwide Who’s Who membership 
provides individuals with a valuable 
third-party endorsement of their 
accomplishments and gives them the 
tools needed to brand themselves and 
their businesses effectively.

86 Linda (Wisner) Trocine 
(Mathematics); Linda’s pub-

lishing company has recently published 
a novel, “Reset,” a thriller by Peri Parks.

88 David Luhan (Geography) 
and Doug Genzer ’93 (Geog-

raphy) received a Special Achievement 
Award from Esri, a research and tech-
nology company, for their Denver GIS 
team’s successful project, “Parcel Fabric 
Conversion.” They coordinated and 
introduced a new data structure model, 
state-of-the-art tools, streamlined work-
flow processes and quality control for 
maintaining and updating information 
on lots, parcels, ordinances and surveys 
used by the Assessment Division and 
Public Works Survey Department for 
the city and county of Denver. Dave is 

currently geospatial applications direc-
tor and Doug is senior GIS analyst for 
the City and County of Denver. 

89 Luba Havraniak’s (Business 
Administration) new children’s 

book, “Soup and Pickles,” was pub-
lished this year. For more information 
visit amazon.com or dorrancepublish-
ing.com. Luba writes, “If anyone from 
New Paltz is in the Triad/Charlotte, 
N.C. area, please contact me. I would 
love to hear from you.”

92 Murali Coryell (Music) is a 
blues guitarist and has opened 

for B. B. King and Gregg Allman. 
Coryell has performed at Buddy Guy’s 
Legends nightclub in Chicago and has 
performed with Joe Louis Walker and 
Tony Levin, Peter Gabriel’s longtime 
bass player. 
 
Richard Dobbins (English) became 
engaged to Darcy Williams on Aug. 21, 
2011, in Philadelphia. Rich and Darcy 
met on a blind date in 2011 through 

New Paltz Sweethearts 

Allan Kagan ’62 (Elementary Education) and Ellen Stein-
hause Kagan’62 (Art Education) celebrated their 51st 
wedding anniversary in January. The couple lives in the 
Pocono Mountains region of Pennsylvania, with a daughter, 
a son, and two grandchildren nearby. They enjoy traveling 
and spent two weeks on safari in Kenya and Tanzania last 
year. Russ Martin ’74g (Photography) and Marcia Shulman 
Martin ’74 (Speech and Hearing) are happily married—and 
happily retired, though they continue to photograph and 
exhibit their work regularly. They had a recent joint showing 
of their artwork at the Transverse Gallery at Locust Grove 
in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Jessica Joyce ’03 (Communica-
tion and Media) and Jonathan Pizzolo’04 (Sociology) met 
in Hasbrouck Dining Hall during their first semester at New 
Paltz in the fall of 1999. Ten years later, in October 2009, 
they tied the proverbial knot with a host of fellow New Paltz 
alumni in attendance. They live in Madison, N.J. Hikari 
Kawamura ’11 (Linguistics) and Steve Aday ’11 (Electrical 
Engineering) were married on March 22, 2012. Kawamura 
works as an office assistant in the Robotics Institute at 
Carnegie Mellon and Aday is working toward his Ph.D. at 
Carnegie Mellon. The newlyweds returned to campus last 
year when Aday gave a presentation to incoming students 
about college life and graduate school.

fellow New Paltz alum Marlena (Em-
mons) Dentrone ’92 (Photography). 
The couple and their four children will 
be living in Warren County, N.J. After 
two decades in publishing, Rich has re-
cently changed careers in order to take 
the operational reins of the New York 
Water Taxi and Circle Line Downtown 
in Manhattan. Rich continues to write 
the humorous magazine column, “The 
Confirmed Carnivore,” and is working 
on two books. Both will be non-fiction 
and very food-centered.

93 Lisandra De Jesus (Spanish, 
Business Administration) 

became the vice president of student 
affairs and enrollment managment at 
Albany Technical College. De Jesus 
started at Albany Tech in 2008 and had 
been the dean of admissions. During 
her tenure at Albany Tech, De Jesus 
has coordinated train-the-trainer and 
customer service training for faculty 
and staff, and has been instrumental 
in reactivating English as a Second 
Language classes offered by the Adult 

Top row, left to right: Bernard Hughes ’05; Julia (Reinhardt) 
Chase ’01; Frank Badalucco; Kevin Connell ’02; Anthony Festa 
’03; Jacqueline Rhatigan; Edie Nugent ’03; Faith (Sundquist) 
Kenney ’02; bottom row, left to right: Erica White ’03, g’06; 
Jessica Joyce ’03; Jonathan Pizzolo ’04; Justin Hansen; Kyle 
Hicks ’01; not pictured but also attended the wedding: William 
Condelles ’03; Melanie Kaufmann ’03; Tara Sloman ’03; Sylvia 
(Balev) Broderick ’05.



Alumna elected as 
Saugerties town justice

Claudia Andreassen ’05g (Educa-
tional Studies) won a four-year term 
as a Saugerties town justice in the 
November 2012 election. Andreas-
sen had been appointed to the bench 
in May 2012 after her predecessor 
stepped down to accept another po-
sition. Andreassen previously served 
Ulster County as a probation officer 
for 25 years. She continues to run 
a real estate business, Andreassen 
Properties LLC. She lives in Sau-
gerties, N.Y., with her husband, Paul, 
and their three children.

New leadership at NCCC

North Country Community College (NCCC) has a new president: Steven Tyrell ’83, ’89g (Communication 
and Media, Educational Administration). Tyrell, NCCC’s sixth president, previously served in positions in res-
idence life, student activities, and student union operations at New Paltz. He also served as vice president 
for student affairs at Alfred State College in New York’s Allegany County and as associate dean for student 
discipline at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. We believe the students of NCCC are in good hands!
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Education Division. In 2010, De Jesus 
was named to Georgia Trend magazine’s 
“40 Under 40.”

94 Heidi (Meier) DiPonio 
(Visual Arts Education) and 

Mario DiPonio ’96 are proud to an-
nounce the birth of their third child, 
Maximus Gage DiPonio, born April 
14, 2012, weighing 9 lbs., 3 oz. and 
measuring 21 inches long. Heidi and 
Mario met in Gage Hall in 1990 as 
college freshmen, hence Max’s middle 
name. 
 
Craig McGuire (Journalism) is editor/
co-founder of www.TheShareholder-
Activist.com and recently published 
his latest e-book for investor activism, 
“How To Write a Shareholder Proposal: 
Don’t Just Dispute, Contribute,” avail-
able at theshareholderactivist.com/eb-
ook. His mission is to provide a source 
for information and advice to facilitate 
your responsible shareholder activism. 
In addition to his blogging, McGuire is 
a communications consultant and cur-
rently serves as the marketing and com-
munications manager for LexisNexis: 
Web Visibility Solutions (Websites, 
SEO, Social Media). McGuire would 
like to connect with other members of 
his graduating class and can be reached 
on LinkedIn or through his personal 
site bycraigmcguire.com.
 
Alakananda Mukerji ’94g (Painting) 

joined the faculty as a full-time profes-
sor in the Studio Art Department at 
Manhattanville College in Purchase, 
N.Y. Mukerji has exhibited extensively, 
both nationally and internationally. 
Mukerji is represented in a number of 
prominent art collections and has an 
impressive record of solo exhibitions, 
including in one of the oldest and most 
renowned galleries in the Chelsea area 
of Manhattan.

97 Michael Maschi (Sociology) 
was hired as the director of 

special services of the Lacey Township 
School District. Maschi worked at a 
chemical dependency center in New 
York for approximately five years, later 
taking a director’s position at a medical 
center. In 2005, he made the transition 
to education in Barnegat after entering 
the New Jersey Expedited Certification 
for Educational Leadership (EXCEL) 
Program. Maschi worked in Barnegat 
as a school social worker for five years 
before becoming the supervisor of 
special services in Little Silver, which 
is a kindergarten through eighth grade 
district. He proceeded to earn a dual-
master’s degree at SUNY Albany and 
New Paltz and graduated with master’s 
degrees in social work and sociology.

Scott Stolzenberg (Elementary Educa-
tion Pre K-6 Music) has been teaching 
elementary music for 15 years on Long 
Island. Stolzenberg recently produced 
the Broadway revival of “Godspell” 
and is looking forward to the national 
tour. The first time he saw “Godspell” 
was a student production at New Paltz 
at the theater next to the Old Main 
building. Other New Paltz memories of 
Stolzenberg include living in Scudder 
Hall, being the arts editor of the Oracle 
for three years, directing three Broad-
way concerts in College Hall, and his 
favorite music professor, Lee Pritchard, 
for his dedication and inspiration: “I 
couldn’t have succeeded without him!”

98 Samuel Ortiz (Elementary 
Education Pre K-6 Commu-

nication) is the principal of King Street 
School, an elementary school in the 
Port Chester-Rye Union Free School 
District. Ortiz joins the district having 
seven years of administrative experience 
in the New York City schools. Since 
2007 he has been principal of P.S. 154 
in Brooklyn. Ortiz also has experience 

in school-based budgeting and the 
management of resources. 
 
Jennifer (Trott) Schnitzer (Asian 
Studies) has been busy since graduating 
from New Paltz in 1998. Schnitzer has 
worked in business, been a teacher, and 
most recently, graduated from school 
again, and is now a certified freelance 
court reporter. She writes, “I have my 
teachers at New Paltz to thank for giv-
ing me a strong foundation, not only 
in the field of Asian Studies, but in the 
basics of knowledge as well. My ability 
to effectively edit my transcripts comes, 
in part, from the quality education I 
received at New Paltz.”

99 Marissa Mastellone (Com-
munication and Media) joined 

Emanate, an integrated marketing 
communications agency, as the vice 
president of the agency’s KFC account. 
In her role on the KFC team, Mastel-
lone will coordinate product launches, 
provide media relations strategy, and 
manage brand integrations. She will 
also lead the development of 360 
degree marketing campaigns with 
KFC’s creative, advertising, and digital 
agencies. Mastellone brings 12 years of 
experience in designing and imple-
menting public relations campaigns for 
global consumer and lifestyle brands 
including Kraft Foods, Delta Air 
Lines, and W Hotels, among others. 
Mastellone joins Emanate after years 
at DKC Public Relations & Integrated 
Marketing, where she built and ex-
ecuted multi-year press strategies for a 
broad range of consumer, lifestyle, and 
corporate accounts.

01 Jason Bryden (Communica-
tion, Public Relations) met 

Dick Vermeil, the former NFL head 
coach of the Philadelphia Eagles, St. 
Louis Rams, and Kansas City Chiefs, 
when Vermeil spoke to the Washington 
College athletic staff in Chestertown, 
Md., on Jan. 31, 2012. His grandson 
played men’s lacrosse at WC from 
2009-12. “A story for you,” he writes, 
“the first time I met Dick Vermeil, on 
Feb. 27, 2010, he asked me where I 
watched Super Bowl XXXIV, when 
the Rams beat the Tennessee Titans, 
23-16, and it was my junior year at 
New Paltz and I watched it in Scudder 
Hall.” At ECAC-SIDA 2012, a sports 
information workshop that was held 

in Pittsburgh, Pa., June 5-8, Bryden 
met up with David Spiegel ’12, the 
two New Paltz alumni to attend the 
workshop. Spiegel is the assistant sports 
information director at New Paltz.  
 
Brett Cancredi ’01g (Pre-K-6 En-
vironmental) is principal of Anna S. 
Kuhl Elementary School in the Port 
Jervis School District. Cancredi was the 
assistant principal at Port Jervis Middle 
School and Minisink Valley Middle 
School for a combined total of seven 
years. Earlier in his career, Cancredi 
taught physical education and coached 
in the Fallsburg School District, where 
he also became athletic director. 
 
Frederick Hutchinson (Secondary 
Education 7-12 English) was appointed 
as the principal of Peekskill High 
School. Hutchinson was the director 
of reading and gifted for the Peekskill 
Schools. He has served as a school 
improvement specialist at the Eastern 
New York Regional School Support 
Center, where he developed educational 
programs and assisted with improving 
differentiated accountability standings 
in public education. In 2005-2006 he 
was named Teacher of the Year in the 
Cairo-Durham School District, where 
he taught English. He also taught 
English in the Ichabod Crane Central 
School District.

03 Jessica (Joyce) Pizzolo (Com-
munication, Public Rela-

tions) and Jonathan Pizzolo ‘04 were 
married on Oct. 30, 2009. They met 
during their first semesters at New Paltz 
in the fall of 1999. They had their first 
conversation in Hasbrouck Dining Hall 
while Jessica was passing out flyers for 
her brother’s band’s show in the area. 
They both lived in Bouton Hall and 
started hanging out more and more. 
Jessica and Jonathan started dating on 
Jan. 27, 2000 and after almost 10 years 
and a relationship that developed and 

blossomed on the campus and across 
the town of New Paltz, they married 
on Long Island. They now live in 
Madison, NJ.

04 Oliver Petrovic (Biology) 
joined the international com-

mercial real estate services firm Studley 
as a director of its New York office. 
Petrovic, who was formerly a tenant 
rep at the New York office of UGL Ser-
vices, will provide market intelligence 
and assist in negotiation strategies in his 
new post. He has worked extensively 
with U.S. and global clients in the 
financial services and legal industries. 
During his career, Petrovic successfully 
negotiated and secured leases on behalf 
of tenants such as The Dennelisse Cor-
poration, Eye Media, and the Madison 
Square Boys & Girls Club, among 
others. Prior to his career in real estate, 
he worked in the Hotel Division of 
Upward Bound International, collabo-
rating with clients such as Sony BMG, 
Virgin Records, and other entertain-
ment corporations.

05g  Bradley McDuffie (English) 
 is the author of  Teaching 

Salinger’s Nine Stories, published by 
New Street Communications, LLC, 
in November 2011. The book has 
received rave reviews from, among 
others, Kenneth Slawinski, author of 
the critically-acclaimed J.D. Salinger: A 
Life. For more information please go to 
newstreetcommunications.com.

06 Laura (Streifert) Miller 
(Communication and Media) 

married Austin Benjamin Miller on 
June 2, 2012 at Tyler Arboretum in 
Media, Pa., and honeymooned in 
Playa Del Carmen, Mexico. Laura is 
currently a recruiter for an outsourc-
ing agency, The Right Thing Inc., and 
Austin works as an assistant manager of 
Paoli News Agency while pursuing his 
associate’s degree in general business at 

All alumni are invited to 
request their official "Future 
New Paltz Alumni" bib from 
the Office of Development 
and Alumni Relations.

Send us your child's name, 
date of birth, weight and a 
photo to be included in our 
New Paltz Baby Book, which 
is available for viewing on our 
Web site at www.newpaltz.
edu/alumni/babybook.cfm.

REcEnt 
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Through June 23, 2013

DORSKY
THE

SAMUEL DORSKY MUSEUM OF ART
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ

Federal Employees

Give today to SUNY New Paltz
through the Combined Federal 
Campaign

Use CFC# 26917 to direct your gift to 
New Paltz students.

Please allow us to thank you for your 
support by requesting a receipt from the 
local CFC- Taconic Vally CFC, #0644.

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about Liberty Mutual and our car 
and home insurance, please contact us at 1-800-524-9400  or visit us
at libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of 
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about 
Liberty Mutual and our car and 
home insurance, please contact us 
at 1-800-524-9400 or visit us at 
libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Liberty Mutual is a proud partner of
SUNY New Paltz.

For additional information about Liberty Mutual and our car 
and home insurance, please contact us at 1-800-524-9400  or visit us
at libertymutual.com/newpaltzalumni.

Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its affili-
ates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA. In Texas only, coverage provided and underwrit-
ten by Liberty County Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates, 2100 Walnut Hill 
Lane, Irving, TX. © 2009 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
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Delaware County Community College. 
The couple resides in Paoli, Pa.

07 Aimee Babcock-Ellis (Com-
munication Studies) and her 

boyfriend, Vincent Mui ’06 (Visual 
Arts) celebrated their seventh anniver-
sary together. They met at New Paltz 
through the Asian Student Association 
when she was a freshman and he was 
a junior. Babcock-Ellis started a new 
position as a program specialist at 
the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Md. In 2010 she earned her 
master’s of library science degree from 
the University of Maryland, College 
Park. Her last semester attending New 
Paltz was spent on a study abroad trip 
in Seoul, South Korea, where she is 
adopted from, and during that time 
she reunited with her biological family.  
 
Catherine Hobby-Neuhauser (Politi-
cal Science) joined the law offices of 
Rusk, Wadlin, Heppner & Martus-
cello, LLP, as an associate. Neuhauser 
is a 2010 graduate of Pace University 
of Law and was admitted to the New 
York State Bar in 2011. She is a mem-
ber of the American Bar Association.

08 Tara McDonough (Ac-
counting), ’12g (Business 

Administration) is an accountant for 
Orthopedic Associates in Dutchess 
County and is a co-owner of the 
Modern Vintage consignment shop in 
Beacon, N.Y. McDonough also does 
consulting work for a pharmaceutical 
company. 
 
Andrew Trust ’08g (School Leader-
ship) became the assistant principal of 
Pearl River High School. Trust was a 
teacher at Felix Festa Middle School, 
where he worked for eight years starting 
as a special education teacher and add-
ing 504 coordinator and then dean of 
students to his duties. He is currently in 
the doctorate program for educational 
administration at Seton Hall.

09 Andrea Green (Theatre Arts) 
appeared in her first full off-

broadway production of “Harrison, 
TX,” a series of three short plays writ-
ten by the late Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author Horton Foote and directed by 
Pam MacKinnon, who was nominated 
for her direction of the Tony-winning 
“Clybourne Park.” After graduation, 
Green moved to New York City and 
began doing workshops. She was 
booked for her first job for a musical 
reading at Playwrights Horizons in Oc-
tober 2010. Green has been pictured in 
such online publications as broadway-
world.com and playbill.com. 
 
Charlotte Pines (Theatre Arts) was 
nominated for a New York Innova-
tive Theatre Award for Outstanding 
Actress in a lead role for her work in 
“Callous Cad.” The IT Awards are 
given annually to honor individuals 
and organizations who have acheived 
artistic excellence in Off-Off-Broadway 
theatre. “Callous Cad” was produced 
by Tom X. Chao in association with 
Kim Katzberg.

10 Megan Falley (English) began 
composing and compiling 

poetry for a book in early 2011 and 
later that same year, was selected as one 
of seven poets nationwide to receive a 
book deal by Write Bloody Press. In 
2009 Falley co-founded the annual 
Wade-Lewis Poetry Slam Invitational, 
the second largest college poetry tour-
nament. Falley also received the New 
York based Tomaselli Award for Poetry 
in 2010 and has been featured in online 
and print publications.

11 Irene Berner (Finance) of 
Berner Financial Services, a 

New Paltz firm that offers financial 
planning and professional asset man-
agement services, has joined the Busi-
ness Advisory Council of the School 
of Business at SUNY New Paltz. The 
Advisory Council, which consists of 
35 senior executives from the business 
community, provides input to the 
School of Business to ensure that stu-
dents are taught the skills, knowledge, 
and ethical behaviors required for suc-
cessful and satisfying business careers. 
 
Richard Dwinall (Mathematics) 
recently completed U.S. Navy basic 
training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. During 
the eight-week program, Dwinall 
completed a variety of training that 
included classroom study and practical 
instruction on naval customs, first aid, 
firefighting, water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft safety. An 
emphasis was also placed on physical 
fitness. The capstone event of boot 
camp is “Battle Stations,” which is an 

New Paltz’s 10th annual gala was held at Mohonk 
Mountain House on Nov. 18, 2012. Nearly 300 
alumni, faculty, staff, administrators, and friends 
of the College gathered to honor presidents from our 
neighboring SUNY Community Colleges: President 
D. David Conklin, Dutchess Community College; 
President Donald C. Katt, SUNY Ulster; and 
President William Richards, SUNY Orange. The 
event raised about $45,000 to support a scholar-
ship endowment at New Paltz. Pictured here (left to 
right): William Richards, Donald P. Christian, D. 
David Conklin, and Donald C. Katt.

exercise that gives recruits the skills 
and confidence they need to suc-
ceed in the fleet. “Battle Stations” is 
designed to galvanize the basic warrior 
attributes of sacrifice, dedication, 
teamwork, and endurance in each re-
cruit through the practical application 
of basic Navy skills and the core values 
of honor, courage, and commitment.      
 
Marissa Morris (Childhood Educa-
tion 1-6) is the head coach of Team 
Phoenix - Friends’ Central Aquatic’s 
developmental swim team at Bryn 
Mawr College. Morris swam on her 
local YMCA team as well as four years 
of high school varsity swimming and 
while at New Paltz was a four-year 
varsity swimmer. For all four years, she 
was a national qualifier and attended 
Division III Nationals in Minnesota 
in 2009. In her junior and senior years 
she was voted team captain and also 
team MVP in 2009, 2010, and 2011. 
During this time and the year after 
her graduation, Morris coached the 
local USA swim team, the Hawks, and 
also worked for the local high school 

coaching girls’ and boys’ varsity swim-
ming. FCA is a year-round aquatics 
program open to the public and offers 
swim teams, group and private lessons, 
and masters swimming. 
 
Francis Tloczkowski Jr. (Adolescence 
Education Social Studies) became 
a member of the faculty of New 
Hyde Park Memorial High School. 
Tloczkowski is a New Hyde Park 
Memorial alum and as a member of 
the Gladiators he captained the soccer 
and lacrosse teams. He was a four-year 
varsity soccer player at New Paltz and 
a member of the all-academic team. 
Tloczkowski is currently working on a 
masters degree at St. John’s University.

12 Anthony Maylath (Finance) 
returned to campus on Oct. 

3, 2012 to give a talk titled, “How to 
Succeed in Graduate School.” Maylath 
is currently a graduate student and 
class president at Rutgers Business 
School working toward a master of 
quantitative finance degree. S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K



SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
Doug Sheppard Classic – “The Shep”

15th Annual SUNY New Paltz Scholarship Golf Tournament
When: Monday, June 10, 2013

Join us for a challenging day of golf at Wiltwyck 

Golf Club in Kingston, NY, one of the area’s 

finest courses, while you help us raise money 

for the SUNY New Paltz Scholarship fund!

For more information, registration and to learn 
about our various sponsorships, please visit

 Registration and Breakfast: 8:00 AM
 Tee Off:  9:00 AM Sharp
 Includes: 18 holes of Golf, Cart, Breakfast, 
 Lunch, Cocktail Party & Banquet

www.newpaltz.edu/golf/ 
or call 845.257.3295.

(right) John Sterbenz, 
’66, Mel Chafetz ’67, 
Alan Dunefsky ’69, 
Bob Miller ’76, and 
John Juliano ’77

(left) Dave Grant ’70 winds up 
for the long drive

Start your engines!

Your Gift Gives Back...
To New Paltz and to You!
Today is the day to set up a charitable gift annuity 
with the SUNY New Paltz Foundation. Support your 
alma mater and receive a fixed, steady income 
for the rest of your life. If you are 60 or older, char-
itable gift annuity benefits can include an income tax 
deduction, payout rates from 5.4% or more, quarterly 
payments for life, and a partially tax-free income.

What is a charitable gift annuity?
A gift annuity is a contractual agreement between you 
and SUNY New Paltz in which you transfer assets to us 
in exchange for fixed quarterly payments to one or two 
beneficiaries for life.

For more information, please call 845.257.3238 
or email foundation@newpaltz.edu.

Sample Charitable Gift Annuity Rates

Age Annuity Rate Annual Annuity on a $10,000 cash gift 

60 4.8% $480 
65 5.3% $530
70 5.8% $580
75 6.5% $650 
80 7.5% $750
85 8.4% $840 

In Memoriam

1911 - 1925
Cleon Elsworth ’11 
Frances Hill ’25 

1930 – 1939
Helen Herth ’32 
Muriel (Denby) Gazverde ’34 
Adele (Zimmerman) Lyons ’34 
Florence (Palmer) Hunter ’35 
Kathleen (Moran) Coffey ’37 
Betty (Donahue) Moran ’37 
Esther (LaFevre) Shea ’37

1940 - 1949 
William Callahan ’40 
Gertrude (Baxter) St. Lawrence ’40 
Regina (Schmidt) Mesick ’42 
Joseph Savago ’42 
Doris (Price) Moeller ’43 
Ruth (Rappleyea) Overhiser ’43 
Marjory (Salvador) Schwalje ’43 
Alice (Raynor) Reissmann ’44 
Hilda (Rice) Sherlock ’44 
Ethel (Shortt) Donaldson ’45 
Margaret (McDonald) Love ’45 
Vera (Gallik) Poulos ’45 
Marcia (Ludington) Baker ’46 
Phyllis (VanWagenen) Howland ’46 
Dorothy (Feuerriegel) La May ’47 
Margaret (Osterhoudt) Carro ’49 

1950 – 1959
Evelyn (Jackson) Davies ’50 
Anne (Meltzer) Maroney ’50 
Barbara (Kerl) Hausbeck ’51 
Frederick Reinhardt ’51 
Harriet (Ring) Timoner ’51 
D. June Knust ’52
Judith (Hopkins) Stangeby ’52 
Robert Christiana ’53 
Richard Cummings ’54 
Janet (Bastian) Steffens ’54 
Joseph Chadderdon ’55 
Rose (Myers) Yienger ’55 
Barbara (Means) Ayer ’57 
Dorothy Bodner ’57 
Marla (Hadden) Caul ’57 
John Cutler ’57 

Barbara (Decker) Russell ’58 
Madelyn Dineen ’59 
Stanley Kern ’59 
Nicholas Todisco ’59

1960 – 1969
Raymond Cellura ’60 
Rose (Brescia) Conroy ’60 
Jere Donegan ’60 
Eva (Gibson) Barr ’62 
Jon Carr ’62 
Mary Ellen (Mulvey) Chambers ’62 
Helen Revellese ’62 
Enrico Peppe ’63 
Alfred Sterbenz ’63 
George Corbett ’64 
Marcella (Morelli) Bertolozzi ’65 
Evelyu (Slavin) Zelmon ’65 
Joyce (Bryant) Dawson ’66 
Joan (Whiteman) Imhof ’66 
Susan (Scher) Weiner ’66 
Carl Witherel ’67 
Robert Darmer ’68 
Robert Eurich ’68 
Karen Hateau ’68 
Aileen (O'Callaghan) Lange ’68 
Carolyn (Lang) Winkler ’68 
David Pattridge ’69 
George Smith ’69 

1970 – 1979
David Alexander ’70 
Cheryl (Carlton) Liff ’70 
George Dewitt ’71 
William Kromer ’71 
Mary (Hanley) Cosentino ’72 
Timothy Flanagan ’72 
Linda (Harvey) Richards ’72 
Michael Waful ’72 
Michael DiNitto ’73 
Patricia (Barto) Kantrowitz ’73 
Betty (Brewer) Moore ’73 
Harvey Davis ’74 
Judith (Cohen) Shamus ’74 
Patricia Emmi ’76 
Eileen Moran ’76 
Mario Quesada ’76 
Randy Zapakin ’76 

Florence (Sweet) Benzakein ’77 
Melissa (Enkowitz) Hunter 
 Kreiling ’77 
Richard McArdle ’78 
Lynn (Herbert) Payne ’79 
Dominick Orsino ’79 
Barbara Sherman ’79 

1980 – 1989
Carol (Johnson) Hayes ’80 
Craig Vivas ’80 
David Brennessel ’82 
Maxine Bound ’83 
Willie Davis ’83 
Richard Murphy ’83 
Shelley (Ostrander) Baulsir ’85 
Eugene Randolph ’86 
James Stone ’86 
Caesar Padilla ’87 
Claudine Leduc ’88

1990 – 1999
David Dean ’90 
Angel Monroig ’92 
Mark Henry ’94 
Denise Kroessler-Pochat ’94 
Miguel Villanueva ’94 
Roberta Kerman ’95 
Sharon Colpoys ’96 
Judy (Kloepping) Dorsa ’98 
Jane Unhjem ’98 
Lily Ordway ’99 

2000 – 2011
Bruce Burgess ’00 
Christine Overbye ’00 
Tina Youmans ’06 
Laura O'Hanlon ’08 
Jacob Grandstaff ’11 
William Herskowitz ’11 
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S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  YO R K

At the 2012 Reunion, actor John Turturro ’79 
(Theatre Arts) spoke to a packed crowd in the Lecture 
Center before a screening of the film "Passione," which 
he directed and starred in. Turturro also participated 
in a Theatre Career Discussion Panel. 

September 
20–22, 2013

SUNY NEW PALTz
REUNION 2013
Honoring classes ending 
in 3s and 8s, however all 
years welcome!

www.newpaltz.edu/alumni/reunion

For further information,
1-877-HAWK-001, option #1 (toll free)
alumni@newpaltz.edu
www.newpaltz.edu/alumni/reunion


