Liberal Arts & Science Senate
Minutes of the meeting of February 11, 2014
In attendance: Christopher Albi (History), Alexandra Cox (Sociology), Madeleine Arseneault (Philosophy), Nathen Clerici (Languages, Literature & Cultures), Insu Fenkl (English), Daniel Lipson (Political Science), Giordana Grossi (Psychology), Sara Hsu (Economics). 
I. Call to Order at 3:15 pm

II. Minutes of previous meeting (Jan. 21, 2014) approved.

III. Announcements and Old Business
1. Introduction of new senators Clerici and Grossi
2. Discussion of SEI Policy: no obligation to disclose written comments to the administration, according to by-laws (unless submitting a file for promotion, tenure, or salary increase). 
3. Seeking volunteer to serve on ad hoc committee for Speakers Series

IV. New Business

1. Discussion of election process to central committees, which presiding officer Fenkl will handle this semester.
2. Discussion of departmental vetting of syllabi, to spare the Senate and Curriculum Committee the extra effort in the anticipated revision of many courses from three to four credits. Senate should not have to review substance of syllabi as part of the review process of course revisions.

3. Discussion of new Program Proposal: Environmental Studies Minor. Senator Lipson explained the non-controversial and straightforward proposal, which raises minor issues about course requirements.

4. Seeking volunteer to serve on committee selecting the LA&S Teacher of the Year.

5. Discussion of criteria for Target of Opportunity for academic positions.   
V. Meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm.

