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DEGREE PROGRAMS THE COLLEGE OFFERS PROGRAMS LEADING TO EIGHT MASTER’S DEGREES 
AND TO THE CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED STUDY.

Master of Science in Education 
The Master of Science in Education degree is for teachers 
who wish to improve their professional competence 
and mastery of subject matter.  Completion of a degree 
program may lead to professional certification in a field 
and level, providing the student has at least three years of 
full-time teaching experience and has initial certification in 
a teachable major.

Master of Arts in Teaching 
The Master of Arts in Teaching degree is designed 
specifically for non-certified students who have bachelors’ 
degrees in an academic discipline and who wish to earn a 
teaching certificate at the secondary level. 

Master of Science for Teachers 
The Master of Science for Teachers degree is designed 
specifically for non-certified students who have bachelors’ 
degrees in an academic discipline and who wish to earn a 
teaching certificate at the elementary level. 

Master of Professional Studies 
The Master of Professional Studies degree is offered 
in humanistic/multicultural education. This program is 
designed for individuals who are involved in education in 
its broadest sense who are seeking to help others develop 
their intellectual capacities, expand their self-knowledge, 
enhance interpersonal skills, and foster humane working, 
learning, or living situations.  Students currently enrolled 
include individuals in the helping professions and teachers 
with certification in special subjects such as family-
consumer science, health, music, physical education, and 
technology.

Master of Arts 
The Master of Arts degree may serve as a complete 
program in a specific discipline or as a first stage of 
graduate study.  If a student has initial certification at 
the secondary level in the same discipline as the MA, 
application for professional certification may be made by 
the student via the TEACH Online application system. 
The College does not recommend MA candidates for 
certification.  

Master of Arts: Art Studio 
The Master of Arts degree in Art Studio program offers a 
summer-intensive interdisciplinary concentration where 
students share studio space with visual art education 
students. The professional goals of the MA in Art Studio 
program are substantially different from those of the MFA 
degree.  Admission into the MA in Art Studio program and 
completion of some or all of the program’s requirements 
does not insure continuation into the MFA program. A 
student enrolled in the MA in Art Studio program who 
wishes to transfer into the MFA must request a faculty 
review after the completion of 12 credits in residence in the 
area of concentration, and be approved by the faculty for 
transfer into the MFA program. 

Master of Science 

Communication Disorders 
The Master of Science degree in Communication 
Disorders offers two concentrations: Speech-Language 
Pathology and Speech and Language Disabilities.  The 
Speech-Language Pathology concentration leads to 
New York State licensure and ASHA certification in 
speech-language pathology.  The Speech and Language 
Disabilities concentration leads to New York State teacher 
certification as a Teacher of Students with Speech and 
Language Disabilities. 

Computer Science
The Master of Science degree in Computer Science is 
designed to provide students with a strong foundation 
for advanced professional work or doctoral study in the 
computer field. Courses are offered in computer software, 
hardware, theory, and mathematics. This graduate-level 
program requires 30 credit hours selected from three 
course categories, allowing for both breadth and depth 
of study. To accommodate part-time students, most 
graduate courses are offered in the late afternoon or 
evening and meet once a week. Teaching assistantships 
are available on a competitive basis.  The program does 
not require a baccalaureate degree in computer science. 

Electrical Engineering
The Master of Science degree in Electrical Engineering 
offers courses in electromagnetic fields and waves, 
telecommunications, electronics, and control systems. 
The program has two options: thesis and non-thesis. 
The thesis option emphasizes research and requires 



submission of a thesis in addition to taking advanced 
core and elective courses in electrical engineering. This 
option requires the completion of 30 credits, 24 course 
credits and 6 thesis credits. The non-thesis option requires 
completion of 30 course credits and successful passing of 
a comprehensive examination.  The program, which can 
be pursued either full- or part-time, is designed to serve 
recent graduates and practicing engineers who need in-
depth knowledge in the rapidly changing and expanding 
areas of electrical engineering beyond what can be 
included in the traditional bachelor’s program. 

Music Therapy
The Master of Science degree in Music Therapy comprises 
48-credits. It provides students with a comprehensive 
education in Music Therapy at the advanced level.  
The program meets the guidelines for the approval of 
academic programs in music therapy as set forth by the 
National Association of Schools of Music, the American 
Music Therapy Association, and the Commissioner’s 
Regulations – Sec. 52.34 Creative Arts Therapy.

Counseling
The Master of Science degree in Mental Health Counseling 
comprises 60-credits.  It offers students the opportunity 
to pursue a specialized course of study.  It serves both 
students seeking licensure as mental health counselors 
and those who intend to pursue doctoral studies.  Degree 
requirements cover a core curriculum and specialized 
courses.  Three required fieldwork courses provide unique, 
varied, and intense hands-on mental health counseling 
training experiences under supervision of licensed 
professionals.

The Master of Science degree in School Counseling 
comprises 60-credits and leads to certification as 
a school counselor. The curriculum covers school 
counseling practice and research, in addition to necessary 
coursework in human growth and development, social 
and cultural foundations, helping relationships, group 
work, career and lifestyle development, appraisal, research 
and program development, and professional orientation. 
Practicum and internship experiences provide unique, 
varied, and intense hands-on school counseling training 
experiences that meet state certification requirements. The 
degree can be completed full-time in two years, including 
summer classes.

Master of Business Administration 
The Master of Business Administration degree prepares 
career-oriented individuals for a broad range of 
management responsibilities by offering concentrated 
study in business administration or public accountancy. 
The MBA program will enable students to take managerial 
and professional leadership roles in regional, national, and 
international enterprises.

Master of Fine Arts 
The Master of Fine Arts degree comprises 60-credits 
specializing in ceramics, metal, painting/drawing, 
printmaking and sculpture (photography and graphic 
design). Candidates holding a master’s degree in art studio 
or fine arts may petition the department to transfer a 
maximum of 30 credits toward the 60-credit MFA program.  

Certificate of Advanced Study 
The Department of Educational Administration’s Certificate 
of Advanced Study program is a 60-credit program (30 
credits beyond the master’s degree) leading to professional 
certification, and to the College’s Certificate of Advanced 
Study.  The following specializations are offered:  School 
Leadership, Alternate Certificate: School District Leader 
(Transition D) and School Business Leadership.
 
 
Non-Degree Certificate Program
The Department of Educational Studies offers a 15-credit 
Multicultural Education Certificate program.  This post-
master’s certificate program prepares teachers and other 
educational professionals to develop knowledge and skills 
to effectively educate and support the diverse students in 
our schools.  This certificate program does not lead to 
a graduate degree.



MAJOR/ HEGIS/ PROGRAM CODES

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION (MSED)
MSED programs require a NYS Teaching Cert. for application

Childhood Education	 013A	 0802	 25287

	 Early Childhood Concentration	 013B

	 Environmental Concentration	 013E

	 Humanistic Concentration	 013H

	 Math, Science &Technology Conc.	 013M

	 Reading-Literacy Concentration	 013R

	 Special Education Concentration	 013S

Literacy Education 

Literacy Ed & Childhood Spec Ed	 029A	 0899	 31415

Literacy Ed & Adolescence Spec Ed	 029B	 0899	 31413

Literacy Education B-6	 030A	 0830	 25284

Literacy Education 5-12	 030B	 0830	 25285

Adolescence Education 

Adolescence Education: Biology	 031A	 0401.01	 25318

Adolescence Education: English	 034A	 1501.01	 25314	

Adolescence Ed: Social Studies	 040	 2201.01	 25321

	 Economics Concentration	 040E

	 Geography Concentration	 040G

	 History Concentration 	 040H

	 Political Science Concentration	 040P 

Visual Arts Education	 050A	

	 Interdisciplinary Art Ed Conc.	 050I

Special Education 

	 Adolescence Spec. Ed. & Literacy Ed	 059A	 0899	 31412

	 Childhood Spec. Ed. & Literacy Ed	 059C	 0899	 31414

	 Special Education: Adolescence Ed	 060A	 0808	 25282

	 Special Education: Childhood Ed	 060C	 0808	 25283

	 Special Education: Early Childhood	 060E	 0808	 31416

Second Language Education	 065	 1508	 25313

School Leadership	 080A	 0828	 79090

	

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (MPS)
Humanistic Ed. /Multicultural Ed.	 070	 0801	 25291

	 General Program	 070G

	 Teaching Cert.: Special Subjects Only	 070C

Multicultural Education Certificate Program  

(non-degree cert. program)	 071

MASTER OF SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS (MST)
MST programs lead to NYS Teaching Certification in grades 1-6

Childhood Education	 020A	 0802	 25281

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING (MAT)
MAT programs lead to NYS Teaching Certification in grades 7-12

Adolescence Education: Biology	 101A	 0401.01	 25309

Adolescence Education: English	 103A	 1501.01	 25305

Adolescence Ed: Social Studies	 109A	 2201.01	 25312

MASTER OF ARTS (MA)
Biology	 202	 0401	 03706

English	 204	 1501	 12327

Psychology	 208	 2001	 03755

Art Studio	 256	 1002	 82116

	 Interdisciplinary Art Studio Conc.	 256I

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)
Business Administration	 261	 0506	 19744

Public Accountancy	 262	 0502	 25662

MASTER OF SCIENCE (MS)
Computer Science	 270	 0701	 83390

Electrical Engineering	 265	 0909	 20281

Music Therapy	 285	 1099	 31000

Mental Health Counseling	 290	 2104	 31095

School Counseling	 295	 0826	 32351

Communication Disorders	 090	 1220	 25668

	 Speech-Lang. Disabilities Conc.	 090I

	 Speech-Lang. Pathology Conc.	 090S

MASTER OF FINE ARTS (MFA)
Ceramics	 301	 1009	 03729

Metal	 302	 1009	 03731

Painting/Drawing	 303	 1002	 12319

Printmaking	 305	 1009	 12316

Sculpture	 306	 1002	 03724

CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED STUDIES (CAS)
School Leadership	 401A	 0827	 29035

Alt Cert: School District Leader (Trans D)	 401B	 0899.54	 29036

School Business Leadership	 402A	 0827	 29037

We are no longer acceting applications 
for the following programs:

MSEd	 Early Childhood Education	 011A	 0823	 25286

MSEd	 Adolescence Ed.: Chemistry	 032A	 1905.01	 25320

MSEd	 Adolescence Ed.: Earth Sci	 033A	 1917.01	 25319

MSEd	 Adolescence Ed.: French	 035A	 1102.01	 25315

MSEd	 Adolescence Ed.: Mathematics	 037A	 1701.01	 25317

MSEd	 Adolescence Ed.: Spanish	 039A	 1105.01	 25316

MST	 Early Childhood Education	 020B	 0823	 25279

MAT	 Adolescence Ed.: Chemistry	 104A	 1905.01	 25311

MAT	 Adolescence Ed.: Earth Science	 102A	 1917.01	 25310

MAT	 Adolescence Ed.: French	 105A	 1102.01	 25306

MAT	 Adolescence Ed.: Mathematics	 107A	 1701.01	 25308

MAT	 Adolescence Ed.: Spanish	 110A	 1105.01	 25307

MS	 Nursing	 280	 1203.01	 92006

MA	 Chemistry	 203	 1905	 03750

MA	 Geology	 205	 1914	 03753

MA	 Mathematics	 206	 1701	 03743

MA	 Sociology	 209	 2208	 30490

MFA	 Photography	 304	 1011.00	 03733

MFA 	 Intermedia Design	 307	 1009	 03730

CAS	 Clinical Nurse Spec: Adult Health	 400	 1203.12	 30089

	 MAJOR	 HEGIS	 PRG 	 MAJOR	 HEGIS	 PRG
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Haggerty Administration Building 804  n  1 Hawk Drive  n  New Paltz, NY 12561-2443 
(845) 257-3285  n  fax (845) 257-3284  n  TOLL FREE  (800) 248-8856THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

application instructionswww.newpaltz.edu/graduate

1.	� Request ONE set of Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions, including all transfer colleges and any college where 
college credit was earned during High School. If you are in the process of completing a degree, please send an official transcript 
that shows your current progress. You will need to submit an official final transcript once your degree has been conferred. When 
requesting official transcripts, have them sent to your own address.  If the college or university’s policy does not permit official 
transcripts being sent to a student address, then use the Graduate School’s mailing address.  However, clearly note in your 
application packet which transcript is being sent directly to the Graduate School. INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS: You must 
provide a translation or evaluation of your transcript. We accept translations/evaluations by member organizations of the National 
Association of Credential Evaluation Services (www.naces.org).

2.	� Collect THREE letters of recommendation from former professors, employers, and/or colleagues who are in a position to 
comment on your potential for graduate study in your chosen area.  Letters from former professors who taught you in advanced 
courses would be ideal.  Using the letter of recommendation form provided in this application packet or on our website, fill out the 
top portion and submit the form to your recommender.  Ask each recommender to seal his/her letter in a self-addressed envelope 
that you provide, to sign it across the seal, and to return it directly to you.

3.	 Compose a Graduate Admissions Essay that clearly addresses the following:
	 n  What are your professional goals?
	 n  How have your previous experiences contributed to your decision to enter the program?
	 n  How will graduate study assist you in achieving your future career and educational aspirations?

	� Your essay should be typed, double-spaced and between 400-500 words.  Since your essay provides us with a sample of your 
writing, it should reflect exemplary writing style, organization, and mechanics.  Certain programs have specific guidelines for the 
admission essay; therefore, refer to your intended program of study’s description in the graduate catalog or the departmental 
website.

4.	 Assemble and submit to the Graduate School ONE complete application packet of items which include, but are not limited to:
	 n  Application form (completed, signed, and dated)
	 n  ONE set of Official college transcripts (from every college/university attended)
	 n  �An official transcript indicating the conferral date of the degree (if you have not yet graduated, see instruction 1 above.)
	 n  THREE Letters of recommendation (in sealed envelopes, see instruction 2 above)
	 n  Graduate Admissions Essay (see instruction 3 above)
	 n  Application Fee and Payment Form
	 n  Official GRE, MAT or GMAT* scores (if applicable for your program of study)
	 n  Official TOEFL score (required of all international students)
	 n  Copy of Passport (required of all international students)
	 n  Foreign Student Financial Statement (required of all international students)
	 n  NYS Teaching Certificate** (xerox copy, if applicable for your program of study)

5.	  Mail the COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKET to the above address. We will not process incomplete applications.

ART STUDIO APPLICANTS
Submit your portfolio directly to the Art Department, FAB 225, SUNY New Paltz,1 Hawk Dr., New Paltz, NY 12561-2443
Contact the department directly at (845) 257-3830 to arrange for the required portfolio review.

REQUIRED TEST SCORES
* Satisfactory GRE or MAT scores are required for the MST in Childhood Education program, and the MSEd in School Leadership 
program. The GRE is required for the MA in Biology and Psychology, the MS in Communication Disorders, Electrical Engineering, 
Computer Science (international applicants only), Mental Health Counseling, and School Counseling programs, and the GMAT is required 
for all MBA applicants. The TOEFL is required of all applicants whose undergraduate degree is from a country where English 
is not the main language of instruction.

NYS TEACHING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT
**A valid NYS teaching certificate is required for the MSEd in Early Childhood, Childhood, Adolescence, Literacy, Special Ed., and Visual 
Arts Education programs, and the Certificate of Advanced Study in School Leadership.  See Graduate Catalog for further details. 

TO CHECK THE STATUS OF AN APPLICATION
Your userID, PIN, and web address will be e-mailed to you once your application has been processed. 
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What are the application deadlines?
Many departments have specified deadlines for admission or may only accept students once per year.  Review the 
Requirements and Deadlines page on the Graduate School Web Site for your program’s specific application deadline.

Does SUNY New Paltz require standardized test scores for admission?
The TOEFL is required of all applicants whose undergraduate degree is from a country where English is not the main language 
of instruction.  In addition, certain programs require satisfactory scores on the MAT, GRE or GMAT.  Refer to the Requirements 
and Deadlines page for your program’s specific exam requirements.

I have submitted my application, how can I check on the status of my application?
Once the Graduate School receives and processes an application, an e-mail is sent to the applicant with directions for 
checking his/her application status online.  The online system indicates each item we’ve received within an application packet, 
the date it was received, and lists any missing any documents.

I submitted an application, when will I be contacted?
Once the department notifies the Graduate School of its decision, your status will be updated online.  However, official 
notification will be mailed to your permanent address.

Can I register for classes?
Non-matriculated graduate students may take no more than 6-9 graduate credits without matriculating into a graduate 
program.  Enrollment in some courses is restricted to matriculated students, and many courses have pre-requisites.  Contact 
your department for more information.

What type of financial aid is available at the graduate level?
Graduate students usually receive Stafford loans and potentially, NYS TAP.  To qualify for financial aid, students must: file a 
FAFSA and submit all documents requested, be matriculated in a graduate program and be registered for at least 6 credits 
during the summer, fall or spring semesters.  In addition, a limited number of graduate assistantships are available.  Contact 
your department for further information about qualifications, stipends and responsibilities.

Is SUNY New Paltz an accredited institution?
The University is fully accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and is approved as 
a degree-granting institution by the Trustees of the State University of New York and the Regents of New York State. The 
University is approved for Teacher Certification by the New York State Education Department. At the master’s level, the 
education programs are accredited by The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education; the literacy education 
programs are nationally recognized by the International Reading Association; the art programs are accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design; and the communications disorders program is accredited by the American Speech-
Language Hearing Association. 
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