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What is a Scholarship? 
Â A scholarship is a grant of financial aid awarded to a student, as 

for the purpose of attending a college.  

 

Â A scholarship is a type of financial aid,  

 in the form of a grant that does not have  

 to be repaid by the recipient. Scholarships  

 are most often given to students for one of  

 two reasons: achievement (academics or  

 other areas) or financial need.  

 

Â Scholarships must be included as a resource in a studentôs 
financial aid package.  

 

Â Scholarships can have an impact on loan aid.  Scholarships do 
not affect entitlement grant aid.  



Benefits of Scholarship Awards  
Â As tuition costs continue to escalate, 

scholarships allow students to attain an 
education that may otherwise not be 
affordable due to financial constraints. 
Scholarships also enable students and 
parents to accrue less loan debt to pay for 
college.  

 

Â Scholarships lessen a studentôs financial 
worries, allowing the student to focus on 
what college is really about -  academics.  

 

Â Scholarships recognize a studentôs academic 
accomplishments, and students who excel 
and have a passion for excellence.  



 
Â Scholarships for Current SUNY New Paltz  Students:  

ÅA new scholarship catalog is published every March listing all 
the available scholarships for the upcoming academic year.  

ÅThe catalog is available at: 
http://www.newpaltz.edu/foundation/scholarships_book.html . 

  

Â Private Scholarships  

 

 

 

 

Types of Scholarships 

http://www.newpaltz.edu/foundation/scholarships_book.html


The Common Link 

Â There is a common link among all scholarship 
winners -  THEY APPLY!!!  

 

Â This may be a lot of work, which, however, can 
be shortened by rethinking and tailoring one 
application so that it can be used over and over 
again for other applications.  

 

Â There is a learning curve to applying for 
scholarships. Talk to past winners.  You can learn 
from emulating someone who has applied 
successfully.  



Exploring Scholarship 

Opportunities 
Â Finding out about and applying for scholarships can 

be a time consuming and complex activity.  
Students may want to consider the process of 
finding scholarship sources as a research paper. The 
benefits of this project are identifying sources of 
monetary assistance that is considered gift aid as a 
resource for paying for college.  

 

Â Scholarships are not only for geniuses, so do not be 
dissuaded from applying because your grades may 
not be tops.  Other criteria for scholarships include 
community service, leadership, hobbies, program of 
study, and pure luck.  


