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NEW FACES OF ENGINEERING _

Conference
focused on
opportunities
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New Faitz - Risa Pomersellg
hag met the fulure of engineer-
ing, and it i= she.

Inzpired by a NOVA mini-
geries that ran in 2003 about
string th , the eighth-grad-
er at New I’aJLt Middle School
wants o become a physicist.
String theory - a theory that
makes grown-up sclentists
scratch their heads - hobds
that the building blocks of na-
ture are strings rather than
particles, :

“It's kind of like the theory of
all theories,” Pomerselig said.

So il wasn't surprising to find
the shy 13-year-old at the New
Faces of Engineering confer-
ence held yesterday at SUNY
New Paltz lor middle and high
schial students. In its fourth
year, the conference is orga-
nized by local tech companies
~ including IBM and Philips
Semiconductars = Lo spark sku-
dents’ interest in technobogy

foree of engineers

Far students like Pomersellg,
it's not 2o much creating inter-
est as nurturing it. For fun,
she recently wrote a paper
aboul slring theory and gave
it to her teacher. She has also
expressed interest in atom
smashers,

Colnclding with Mational
Enginecrs Week, the confer-
ence attracted more than 1,000
students from Orange, Ulster,
Dutehess and Roekland coun-
ties - donble the number who
attended last year. And that
doesn’t include the teacher
from Staten Izland who found
oul aboul the event and just
showed up with her students,
Perhaps that's a taclic more
than 400 students who were put
om & waiting list for the conler-
ence ghould have adopted.

Next year, the attendance
number is expected to double
agnin, sald conference orga-
nizer Vincent Coxzolino, alza
vice president of services at
IBM. Thalt's good news for
students looking for a Laste of
engineering pmlhl.'llhﬁ and B
I le' hands-on experience.

and help ensure a future work .

Kids pack tech workshop

Tlmlmﬂ mmm

Students at yestorday' allmFanaanfEnglmaHng conference at SUNY New Paltz crowd around a cloud water deposition collector that was
l.tlﬂ an Whiteface Mnmhln In Iha northeastem part of MIMMH Park.

Saugerties Hlﬁdln School studants Brian Ba'lﬂa 14, beft, Bndfnnl Clark, 13. Brlam nlm 13, and Justin
Matz, 14, watch a marble sorfer at work. The uurtetwas busilt by Ashley Wofrnem, a SLIH'E New Paltz sopho-
more.

AL a fiber oplics workshop,
three Highland Middle School
students crowded around a
white chip with wires and [n-
structions, Thelr small fingers
bent wires -and pushed oca-

pacitors and resistors into the
chip.

Though all three girls said
they enjoywed science and
technelogy, the final product
af their 20 minutes of affort

seemed a little underwhelm-
ing. Once the final piece, a
S-volt battery, waz in place;
the contraption emitted a low
chirplng sound.

“Whal did you do?" asked

SUNY Albany professor Jehn
Harfley uses an optical micro-
so0po o view a computer chip
1,000 times smaller than a
human halr.

seventh-grader Jaimie Rog-
ner,

Fellow seventh-grader Bethe
any Krystek, who wants tobe a
civil engineer, didn't know, “Is
that it?" she wondered. :
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c.com
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